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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


JUSTICE MINISTERS' CONSULTATION ENDS--A consultation of the ministers of 
justice of the socialist countries ended in Prague on 17 April. During 

the 15-17 April consultation, the delegations discussed topical problems 
pertaining to legal policy in their countries and evaluated issues connected 
with the further development of legislation. They agreed that judicial 
bodies are actively contributing to the strengthening of socialist legality 
in their countries. They also discussed questivns connected with the esocial- 
ist society's care for the family's healthy development and youth, [AU240911 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 18 Apr 80 p 2) 


CEMA SESSION IN PLOVDIV--Plovdiv, 25 Apr (BTA)--The techno-scientific coun- 
cil of the board and the CEMA organization on cooperation in the bearings 
industry has been sitting here for three days. It was attended by repre- 
sentatives of Bulgaria, the GDR, Poland, Rumania, the Soviet Union, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia. Matters pertaining to the technical develop- 
ment, research and designing activities in this industrial branch were dis- 
cussed and a cooperation plan up to 1985 was approved. [Text] [AU260746 
Sofia BTA in English 1843 GMT 25 Apr 80) 
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BULGARIA 


NEW REGULATION ON PHYSICAL TRAINING OF SERVICEMEN REVIEWED 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 15 Apr 80 pp 1-2 


[Article by Major Gen Nikola Paskalev, chairman of the Sports Committee 
of the Ministry of National Defense: "On Some Basic Problems of 
Physical Training" ] 


[Text] Based on the fact that combat equipment and weaponry are steadily 
developing and improving, socialist military science points out that 

the role of the soldier in modern warfare has not only not been reduced 
but has become considerably more important. For this reason, this 

year it became necessary for physical training to be considered a basic 
discipline in the combat training of the troops in the Bulgarian 

People's Army, and become an inseparable part of the training and educa- 
tion of the military servicemen. 


In order to improve the organization and significance of physical train- 
ing and thus to upgrade the physical training of the troops, a new 
regulation on physical training was enacted. The regulation is a basic 
document, indicating the special purpose of physical training, its tasks, 
content, method, and organization. 


After World War II instructions related to the physical training have 
been periodically redrafted. Their content has been improved steadily. 
BNA [Bulgarian People's Army] instructions were issued in 1955, 1960, 
and 1967. The new instruction on physical training issued in 1979, is 
different from the previous. The great time interval is explained by 
the major improvements which have taken place in physical training. 
During that period substantial changes were made in our army and navy. 
It was they that determined the factors and prerequisites for the im- 
provement of the system. What are they? 


First: the saturation of the armed services and branches with new 
modern equipment and weapons, considerably upgrading the possibilities 
of our army and navy, and triggering certain changes in the means for 
conducting combat operations and in the organization of subunits. The 
importance of the special aim of physical training of military personnel 

















in the various arma and branches of the armed forces increased even 
further. The need arose to optimize the special assignments regarding 
physical training and the means for their solution in the practical 
work of the armed forces. 


Second: The further growth of the physical training in upgrading the 
effectiveness of professional military training and the combat 
capability of military personnel, particularly in their first year of 
service. It became necessary for us to review the content and organiza- 
tion of the physical training of draftees and command personnel. 


The study and aialysis of the first group of &ctors enabled us to 
refine the tasks celated to physical training and define fundamental 
conditions. The testing of the second group of factors made it possible 
to determine the best means regarding physical training under the 
specific circumstances of the combat training of the troops and train- 
ing in military schools. 


The new instruction covers most fully and comprehensively all basic 
elements within the system for the physical training of military service- 
men. it defines not only the general and special tasks, content, and 
foundations of the method and principles of physical training but the 
characteristics of the system applied at the higher military schools 

end the norms covering all categories of military personnel. 


The old instruction lacked clear indications concerning important 
Organizational elements such as, for example, the training of commander 
of subunits and volunteer sports cadres, material facilities, and 
control and accounting of physical training. Instructions on the 
planning of classroom time were imperfect. 


All this gives the physicai training system contained in the new 
isntruction unity and purposefulness and practical general value. It 

is no longer necessary to formulate separate documents such as the 
regulation on physical training in higher military schools, a collection 
of norms governing physical training, and others. 


The new instruction defines the special tasks related to the physical 
training of larger groups of military personnel. The solution of such 
problems takes place not on the subunit level but in the unit of the 
individual branch or service. This considerably simplifies the prac- 
tical implementation of the special purpose of physical training. 


All the elements of the organization of physical training contained in 
the new instruction have been developed on a comprehensive basis. These 
changes make it possible to link more closely physical with combat 
training. Today commanders and chiefs can resolve flexibly and opera- 
tively problems which arise in physical training. 

















The new instruction stipulates che strict systematising and refining of 
instruction classes which are the basic method for training military 
personnel, The number of control and grading exercises has been reduced 
considerably. Comprehensive practical training has been extensively 
applied. Attencion has been paid to training the mijitary personnel to 
master all types of physical exercises. This applies to first year 
servicemen as well and makes it possible to improve the training pro- 
cess and follow most fruitfully all directions aimed at insuring the 
further improvement of the physical training system, 


The new instruction indicates the main ways leading to the intensifica- 
tion of physical training. They are the following: 


First: The strict and objectively substantiated selection of physical 
exercises which make it possible to factually train the military 
personnel within a stipulated period of time. 


Second: Uniform exercises for military personnel regardless of their 
length of service. 


Third: Skillful combination of all means for physical training regard- 
less of its forms, particularly in the course of instruction classes. 


Fourth: Upgrading the emotional level in physical training instruction. 


The increased role of physical training in the development of psycho- 
logical qualities in the military personnel is an objective need, fully 
reflected in the new instruction. The ways and means most effectively 
upgrading the psychological resistance of the military personnel in the 
course of their physical training have been defined clearly and 
specifically. 


The instruction provides a simplified system for testing and rating 
physical training. It is simple, understandable, and maximally 
objective. The significance of the methodical training of students 
attending higher military schools, who will be the future educators of 
their subordinates, has been upgraded. The practical training of 
commanders has been increased as well. The new instruction notes that 
subunits will be admitted to a test only when the entire command cadre 
has been positively rated on the test exercises. All this is of essen- 
tial significance to the practical training of the troops and to im- 
proving the organization of physical training in the army and navy. 


Unquestionably, the new instruction on physical training is a major step 
in the further improvement of the physical training system. It will 
make it possible to resolve more effectively the combat training of the 
Bulgarian People's Army personnel. 
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BULGARIA 


EDITORIAL CALLS FOR SAFETY OF FLYING EXERCISES 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 17 Apr 80 p 1 
(Editorial: "Concern for Flight Safety" | 


[Text] For a number of years, every season in our air force has been 
characterized by intensive flights and flight-tactical exercises. 

Night and day interceptors, fighter-bombers, helicopters, and military 
transport airplanes are in the air. The air over training grounds, air 
fields, and navigation areas is crowded. 


The combat characteristics of the airplanes and helicopters, with their 
electronic equipment and advanced systems, make the successful solution 
of the most complex problems of modern combat possible. This raises 
requirements regarding the combat training of the fliers and the 
accuracy and coordination of the work of control centers. 


It is the duty of every flier to observe such requirements. Occasionally, 
however, some officers forget that flying is among the types of human 
activities inseparably lLi:.:ed with the mandatory observance of safety 
measures. Thus, for example, in a recent flight, Senior Lt Engineer 
Dimitur Nedyalkov flew below the admissible altitude, as a result of 
which he violated flight safety measures in firing at a ground target. 


Faultless work largely depends on the proper training of the young 
fliers. Their development as air fighters is a very complex process. 
They must not only be well familiar with aviation, aerodynamics, and 
the art of piloting, but must develop within themselves high moral- 
combat qualities, but readiness to take justified risks, withstand 
even under the most difficult conditions of modern battle, and win. 


Occasionally, special cases develop in flight, in the solution of 

combat problems or mastering new equipment, putting the crew in a diffi- 
cult position. A flier with long flying experience or someone who has 
recently graduated from the air force school may both encounter sudden 
complications in flight. Yet, whereas the former has great experience 
and high flying skills, the young pilot lacks both. Yet, as we know, 





the sky does not fogive anyone. Consequently, the young flier must be 
trained in such a way as to come out the winner regardless of the un- 
expected circumstances. This is possible by training him to prepare 
himself for each flight. This will enable him to consider, profoundly 
feel, and link within a single logical chain all the elements of the 
flight assignment, from switching on the engine before the start to 
coming out of the cockpit after landing. 


The flight regulation is the flier's law. Each line it contains is 
based on tremendous experience acquired by many generations of fliers. 
Both the regulation and the instruction on piloting techniques for a 
specific type of aircraft or helicopter provide answers on the crew's 
actions in one or another set of circumstances. However, these argu- 
ments also demand of the flier to act with initiative, in accordance 
with specific circumstances. Initiative must stem from a deep knowledge 
of aviation equipment, aerodynamics, and modern combat tactics. 


It is particularly important for the combat training process to develop 
in such a way that the crews steadily enhance their skill and, at the 
same time, observe safety measures. The example with which we began 
proves that some young pilots take unnecessary risks and violate flying 
rules in their desire "to temper their nature." 


Flight discipline means the accurate and strict observance of the pro- 
cedure and regulations as stipulated in flight documents. All flight 
documents are of equal importance. The improper observance of even a 
single one of them threatens the safety of the entire flight. The pre- 
cise and impeccable implementation of obligations helps the pilot to 
develop the skill to do what is necessary to defeat the enemy even in 
most dangerous moments. 


The flight manager is the person maintaining order in the air and on 
the ground. Everyone involved in the flight shift must obey his orders. 
Not everyone could be in charge of such difficult and responsible 
matters. There have been cases of excellent fliers and trainers who, 
under normal conditions, would successfully manage flights as well. 
However, circumstances in the air may become unexpectedly complex as 
was the case last year in an aviation subunit, requiring an instan- 
taneous and impeccable reaction on the part of the manager. However, 
Officer Erev and the flight control group under his orders failed to do 
everything possible in that case. This example proves that the flight 
manager must be solidly familiar with his duties. He must have high 
level self-control, will power, a cool mind, decisiveness, and per- 
sistence. He must be always exacting, vigilant, and observant. 


Insuring flight safety is a complex and multiple-level assignment. It 
depends not only on the moral and combat qualities of the fliers and 
their professional training but the creation of the necessary living 
conditions which will enable them to maintain a state of high work 
capabilityand restore their forces after intensive flights. 














The decisions of the lith BCP Congress and the National Party Conference 
inspire all working people in our homeland to fulfill and overfulfill 
their assignments of the last year of the Seventh Five-Year Plan, This 
will make it possible to make a new big step toward increasing the 
people's prosperity and strengthening the defense capability of our 
homeland, The Bulgarian fliers, like all troops in our people's army, 
are properly to welcome the Corthcoming remarkable anniversaries, cele- 
brations, and events in the life of our state. They are adamantly 
improving their combat ski'ls, upgrading the combat readiness of sub- 
units, and steadily struggling to insure flight safety. 
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BULGARIA 


VANCHEV'S RETURN FROM BUDAPEST--Pando Vanchev, minister of communications, 
who attended the 18th CEMA permanent session on electronic and postal com- 
@unications has returned home. Vanchev said that the session coordinated 
the 1981-1985 plan on development of international and domestic electronic 
communications of all the CEMA member countries. The session aleo approved 
a S-year plan on scientific-technical cooperation of the ecientific-research 
inetitutes of the CEMA member countries in the sphere of researching and 
determining themes and problems of communications. [AU270820 Sofia Domestic 
Service in Bulgarian 0900 GMT 26 Apr 80 AU) 


EAST BLOC VETERINARY MEDICINE--Sofia, 19 Apr (BTA)--The international ses- 
sion of the heads of veterinary ineticutes of the CEMA member-countries 
closed in Blagoevgrad. A protocol] on joint work in this field was signed 
for this year and the following 5<year period. Scientific workers, special- 
iste and experte from the GDR, Poland, Romania, the Soviet Union, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria took part in the session. In the course of 
five daye the resulte of the international teste of different veterinary 
preparations in 1979 have been discussed, as well as recommendations on 
deepening and improvement of cooperation in veterinary medicine between 
the CEMA countries in the 1981-1985 period, the materiale on the project 
for international multilateral specialization and industrial joint produc- 
tion in the manufacture of veterinary instruments in the following five 
years. [Text) [Sofia BTA in English 1830 GT 19 Apr 80 AU) 


LEADERS AT LENIN MONUMENT--Wreaths were laid today at the monument of Vladi- 
mir Il'ich Lenin on the occasion of his 110th birth anniversary. The 
wreaths were laid on behalf of the BCP Central Committee, the BNAU permanent 
board, the Fatherland Front National Council, the trade unions, the Komsomol 
Central Committee and on behalf of various other, mass political and social 
organizations. The ceremony was attended by following comrades: Alek- 
sandur Lilov, Dobri Dzhurov, Ivan Mikhaylov, Ognyan Doynov, Petur Tanchev, 
Teola Dragoycheva, Pencho Kubadinski, Georgi Yordanov, Krustyu Trichkov, 
Stoyan Karadzhov, Grisha Pilipov, Georgi Atanasov, Petur Dyulgerov, Misho 
Mishev and Nacho Papazov. Among those present were Mito Grigorov, deputy 
chairman of the State Council, deputy chairmen of the Council of Ministers 














and members of the BNAU permanent board, ae well ae other officials. Chudo- 
mir Alekeandrov, firet secretary of the Sofia City Party Committee and 
generale and officere of the people's army also attended. Among those also 
present were Nikita Tolubeyev, USSR ambassador and Col Gen Khachik Ambaryan, 
the permanent representative of the commander in chief of the Wareaw Pact 
Treaty Armed Forces to the Bulgarian People's Army. [AU222050 Sofia 
Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1330 G@fT 22 Apr 80 AU) 


LEADERS AT LENIN EXHIBITION--An exhibition devoted to the subject: “Lenin 
and Our Time" opened at the club of Soviet Science and Culture in Sofia. 
The exhibition wae attended by the comrades Teola Dragoycheva, Ivan Mikhay~ 
lov, Dimitur Staniehev, and by Nikita Tolubeyev, USSR ambassador to Bul- 
garia,. [AU222050 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GYT 22 Apr 80) 


BOZHINOV IN VRATSA OKRUG--The workers collectives of the ecientific produc- 
tion complex "Lenin" in Knezha commemorated their patron and asseseed their 
working successes. For the third time they were awarded the Red Banner of 
Labor, conferred on them by the Council of Ministers, the Trade Unions 
Central Council and the Komsomol Central Committee. This award was pre- 
sented to them by Comrade Todor Bozhinov, who cordially congratulated then. 
Comrade Bozhinov aleo toured the Vratea Okrug and attended a session of the 
party, administrative and economic aktiv of the okrug, at which he spoke on 
the comprehensive and creative application of the new economic mechanien. 
[AU222050 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 22 Apr 80) 


FILIPOV IN RUSE--Grisha Pilipov, Politburo member of the BCP Central Com- 
mittee and Central Committee secretary, is visiting Ruse Okrug for the 
second day. Accompanied by okrug and city leaders he visited industrial and 
agricultural enterprises and inspected the work of economic managements and 
party leadershipse in connection with implementation of the plan in all in- 
dexes. At a conference of the party and economic aktiv or Ruse Okrug Com- 
rade Filipov spoke on certa.o questions concerning the application of the 
new economic — [AU222050 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 
GMT 22 Apr 80 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON REHABILITATION--Academician Radoy Popivanov, 
minister of national health, inaugurated an international European confer- 
@hoe at the "Moskwa" Park Hotel in Sofia, devoted to the rehabilitation of 
the blind. The conference deals in particular with trends in the develop- 
ment of professional rehabilitation of the blind. The opening address was 
delivered by Comrade Georgi Yordanov, Reports wére read by representatives 
from Bulgaria, the Netherlands, Sweden, the GDR, the CSSR, and Yugoslavia. 
[AU222050 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 22 Apr 80) 





FILIPOV ACTIVITIES--On 29 April Grisha Filipov, BCP Central Committee Polit- 
buro member and Central Committee secretary, took part in a meeting in 
Betur village, Sofia Okrug, at which meat industry production was discussed. 
[AU292040 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 29 Apr 80) 








BULGARLAN~VIETNAMESE BOOK PUBLISHING--Sofia, 29 Apr (BTA)=-A Bulgaro-Viet- 
namese agreement on cooperation in book publishing and distribution for the 
1980-1985 period wae signed here. The agreement provides for the two coun- 
tries to exchange experience in the organisation and management of book 
publishing, to exchange epecialiete and to help each other in the develop- 
ment of ecience, technology, literature and the arte. The document wae 
signed by Mr Krum Vasilev, chairman of the presse committee, and Mr (May 
Vi), deputy-minieter of culture and information of the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam. [AU292040 Sofia BTA in English 1842 GMT 29 Apr 80) 


BULGARLAN-TURKISH ECONOMIC COOPERATION--Letanbul, 29 Apr (BTA)=-The firet 
session of the joint Bulgaro-Turkish commission on power generation was held 
here. The protocol on the session was signed for Bulgaria by Mr Dimitur 
lliev, deputy-minister of power, and for Turkey by Mr (Necet Seckinoz), 
deputy minister of power and natural resources. After the signing they 
both expressed their conviction that the protocol is a contribution to the 
development of economic cooperation between Bulgaria and Turkey. [AU292040 
Sofia BTA in English 1832 G4T 29 Apr 80) 


VULCHEVA AT MEETING--On 29 April Drazha Vulcheva, BCP Central Committee 
Politburo candidate member, took part in a public meeting in Varna, at which 
frontrankers were given awards for their working successes. Todor Stoychev, 
BCP Committee Politburo candidate-member and BCP Varna Okrug Committee first 
secretary, attended the meeting. [AU292040 Sofia Domestic Service in Bul- 
garian 1930 Gt 29 Apr 80) 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO BURMA--The State Council has iesued a decree relieving 
Dimo Khrietov Kamburov of his post as Bulgaria's ambassador to the Social- 
ist Republic of the Union of Burma. Asparukh Todorov Papalezov, Bulgaria's 
ambassador to the People's Republic of Bangladesh, is also appointed Bul- 
garian ambassador to the Social Republic of the Union of Burma. [AU022009 
Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO 29 Apr 80 p 2) 


DELEGATION'S RETURN FROM AFGHANISTAN—-A party-government delegation led by 
Yordan Mladenov, BCP Central Committee member and minister of supply and 
etate reserves, which had participated in the celebretions in Afghanistan 
on the occasion of tue second anniversary of the April Revolution, returned 
home yesterday. At Sofia airport the delegation was welcomed by Toncho 
Chakurov, BCP Central Committee member and minister of machinebuilding, and 
by high-ranking officiale of the Ministry of Poreign Affairs. (Azis Ahmad 
Akbari), Afghan charge d'affaires ad interim to Bulgaria, was also present. 
[AU022009 Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 30 Apr 80 p 8) 


ATANASOV RECEIVES CPSU CC MEMBER--On 23 April Georgi Atanasov, BCP Central 
Committee secretary, received a group of CPSU Central Committee lecturers 
led (Aukhadiyev), first secretary of the Alma Ata Oblast CPSU Committee. 
(Text) [Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1930 GfT 23 Apr 80 AU) 
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LEADERS AT THEATER CONFERENCE =-The firet national conference devoted to the 
work of young theater experte and creative workere in dramatic art opened 
at the Sofia Institute of Dramatic Art today. Georgi Yordanov, BCP Central 
Committee candidate member and firet secretary of the Sofia City Party Com- 
mittee, Georgi Dehagarov, deputy chairman of the State Council, Lyubomir 
Pavlov, head of the BCP Central Committee Arte and Culture Department, and 
Georgi Tanev, firet secretary of the Dimitrov Union of Communiet Youth at~- 
tended the opening session. Many representatives of the committee of cul- 
ture and other cultural inetitutione were aleo among those present. Georgi 
Tanev opened the conference with a greeting address. [AU052052 Sofia Do- 
mestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 @tT 5 May 80 AU) 


BULGARLAN~SPANIS" CINEMA AGREEMENT~-Madrid, 5 May (BTA corr)=-An agreement 
and a working pla. were signed here today between the cinematographies of 
Bulgaria and Spain for the 1961-1982 period. It provides for a reciprocal 
organization of film-weeks and participation in the film festivals of the 
two countries, exchange of film delegations, information, etc. Under the 
agreement each of the national cinematheques is to organize a retrospective 
panorama of the cinema art in the other country. Specialists are to ex- 
change visite in which they will etudy the conditions and the possibilities 
for the shooting of Bulgaro-Spanish productions and groups who are to choose 
and buy filme for distribution in Bulgaria and Spain. The working plan con- 
taine a number of other undertakings, among which is the idea for Spanish 
film makers to shoot in Bulgaria a film dedicated to the 1300th anniversary 
of her foundation. [AU052052 Sofia BTA in English 1841 GMT 5 May 80) 


UNESCO URBANIZATION CONFERENCE OPENS--Sofia, 21 Apr (BTA)--At the home of 

the foreign ecientific workers in Sofia a conference began today of a work- 
ing group of the UNESCO Viennese Centre for Scientific Coordination and Re- 
search into the socio-economic processes, which is attended by representatives 
of Bulgaria, Great Britain, Denmark, Spain, Hungary, Prance and Yugoslavia. 
The four days of debates are to pase under the general theme of "(?areas) 

of urban growth." The researchers are looking for optimum structures of 

the urban systems. The conclusione drawn about the trends in the develop- 
ment of European towne will be available for governments to use them in 
controlling and regulating the urban processes. The host of the conference 
is the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. [Text] [AU260746 Sofia BTA in English 
1848 GT 21 Apr 80 AU) 
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KUBADINSKI AT CONPERENCE~-The ecientific-practical conference devoted to 
the role of the fatherland front in furtherimproving the socialiat way of 
life, ended today at the "Georgi Kirkov" Hall in Sofia with a closing ple- 
nary session, It was attended by the comrades Pencho Kubadineki, Stoyan 
Mikhaylov and Misho Mishev. Stoyan Mikhaylov, BCP Central Committee sec- 
retary, epoke at thie session on the application of the economic appreach 
and ite topical importance today. He pointed out the importance for the 
fatherland front of propagating the advantages of socialiem over capitalien. 
Pencho Kubadineki, BCP Central Committee Politburo member and chairman of 
the fatherland front national council, praised the quality of the debates 
at the conference and streseed the importance of the subject of the con- 
ference--the socialist way of life--as encompassing all important activi- 
ties of men in political, economic and everyday life. The conference was 
attended by outetanding echolare from the USSR, the GDR, Poland, Hungary, 
the CSSR, Romania, Cuba and the PDRY. [AU260746 Sofia Domestic Service in 
Bulgarian 1730 GMT 25 Apr 80) 





FILIPOV IN BURGAS--Grisha Filipov, BCP Central Committee Politburo member and 
Central Committee secretary, has arrived in Burgas. He attended a joint 
session of the Burgas Town People's Council and of the municipal party com- 
mittee, at which he expressed his high appreciation of the Burgas people's 
efforts in contributing to the great successes of their okrug, for which 
they have awarded the Red Banner of Labor. [AU260746 Sofia Domestic Service 
in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 25 Apr 80) 


BOZHINOV ACTIVITIES-—-Todor Bozhinov, BCP Central Committee Politburo member 
and firet deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers, attended a session 
of the okrug people's council in Turgovishte. He was accompanied by a group 
of high-ranking functionaries and experts from the Council of Ministers and 
from the national agro-industrial union. A report was read on the develop- 
ment of the ecientific-technical progress, as an important factor in inm- 
proving and reducing the prices of agricultural production. [AU260746 Sofia 
Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 G4T 25 Apr 80) 


ENERGY CONFERENCE--A national conference is taking place in Sofia in connec- 
tion with establishing norms for the consumption of fuel and energy in 

the national economic sector. The conference was chaired by Nikola Todoriev, 
minister of power supply. In his opening address he stressed that scientif- 
ically based norme for fuel and energy consumption must be set up. Experts 
from all sectors of the national economy reported on the state of fuel and 
energy consumption, pointed out shortcomings and submitted proposals for 
improvements. It wae ascertained that the situation is far from satisfac- 
tory and that aany efforte quest be made to improve qualifications, intro- 
duce better measuring equipment for fuel and energy consumption and increase 
the efficiency of work in thie sector. It was aleo pointed out that work 

ie being done in this sector, but little has been accomplished because the 
work is proceeding slowly and not energetically enough. [AU260746 Sofia 
Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 25 Apr 80) 
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TRICHKOV ACTIVITLES=--An expanded plenum of the Ministry of Justice with 
chairmen of okrug and district courts of justice was held in Sofia. Comrade 
Krustyu Trichkov attended the plenum, The accountability report on the 
activities of the courte of justice during the year 1979 was read by Min- 
leter of Justice Svetla Daskalova. She outlined the trends for increasing 
the effictency and quality of thie work. In hie closing address Comrade 
Krustyu Trichkov gave a positive evaluation of the work of the Ministry of 
Justice and of the courte of justice in improving socialist jurisdiction 

- “+ (Text ] [AU260746 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1930 GMT 
5 Apr 80 


LEADERS AT JAPANESE EMBASSY RECEPTION--On 29 April a reception marking 
Japan's national holiday took place at the Japanese Embassy in Sofia. The 
reception was attended by comrades Ognyan Doynov, Andrey Lukanov, Nacho 
Papazov; Mitko Grigorov, deputy chairman of the State Council; ministers; 
deputy chairmen of the National Assembly, science and culture figures and 
representatives of the business circles. Chiefs and members of foreign 
missions accredited in Sofia aleo attended the reception. The reception 
took place in a friendly atmosphere. [Tex:) [AU300955 Sofia Domestic Ser- 
vice in Bulgarian 1700 GMT 29 Apr 80] 


BULGARIAN-CSSR INDUSTRIAL COOPERATION--Sofia, 28 Apr (BTA)--The machine- 
tool combined works "Mashstroy" in Troyan released a trial series of single- 
spindle lathes "A20V." This is a joint production with the "Mas-Kovosvit" 
plant in Czechoslovakia. The "A20V" automated lathe is designed to process 
precision cast and forged parts of complex configuration. Till the end of 
1980 the Shumen lorry combine "Madara" is expected to produce 4,000 "Skoda- 
Medar’" lorries. The combine started producing rear axele for lorries after 
Czechoslovak documentation and with Czechoslovak technological assistance. 
Bulgaria will supply Czechoslovakia with these axels. While the overall 
scope of joint production ‘» the automobile industry in the 1970-1975 period 
amounted to more than 66 million rubles, during the current five-year period 
it will be increased more than fourfold. The two countries have signed 
agreements whereby Bulgaria specializes in manufacturing refrigeration com- 
pressors and high-voltage equipment. She delivers to Czechoslovakia mainly 
housing and transport and computer equipment, farm machinery, food industry 
machines and products of the high-and weak-current industry. [Text] [AU300955 
Sofia BTA in English 0835 GMT 28 Apr 80) 


LEADERS AT EXHIBITION--A great arte exhibition opened in Sofia on the oc- 
casion of Lenin's 110th anniversary. The exhibition was ettended by the fol- 
lowing officials: Comrades Aleksandur Lilov, Ivan Mikhaylov, Lyudmila 
Zhivkova, Teola Dragoycheva, Georgi Yordanov, Stoyan Mikhaylov and Elena 
Lagadinova, member of the State Council. The exhibition was also attended 

by Aleksandur Fol, minister of national education, by heads of departments 

of the BCP Central Committees and by leaders of sociopolitical and mass 
organizations as well as of creative unions. Nikita Tolubeyev, ambassador 
plenipotentiary and extraordinary of the USSR to Bulgaria, was also present. 
[AU162045 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 18 Apr 80) 
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BULGARIAN SHIPS FOR THE NETHERLANDS~-Varna, ‘8 Apr (BTA)=--The Netherlands 
became one of the buyers of Bulgarian ships too. For the firet time the 
Bulgarian shipbuilding industry will be fulfilling orders placed by Dutch 
ship owners. The "Georgi Dimitrov" shipbuilding combine in Varna will build 
two 36,000-ton sailing vessels to carry cargo in bulk. They will be highly 
automated, with watchless servicing of machines and will have equipment for 
keeping the eea waters clean. The firet of these ships will be received by 
the Dutch company this year already. [Text] [AU182045 Sofia BTA in English 
0626 GMT 18 Apr 80) 


USSR DEPUTY COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER--On 16 April Georgi Yordanov, deputy 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, received (Yuriy Zhuparev), USSR de- 
puty minister of communications. The meeting which took place in a cordial 
and friendly atmosphere, wae attended by Pando Vanchev, Bulgaria's minister 
of communications. (Text) [AU182045 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 
1530 GMT 16 Apr 80) 


BULGARLAN-USSR AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY COOPERATION--A session of the permanent 
group on economics and scientific cooperation between the USSR Ministry of 
Automotive Industry and the Bulgarian Ministry of Machine Building was held 
in Pleven on 20 April. A protocol on further expanding the cooperation be- 
tween the two fraternal countries in the area of automobile production and 
the technical equipment for the automobile building industry was signed. 

[Text] [AU221016 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 0930 GMT 20 Apr 80) 


FILIPOV ACTIVITIES, LENIN FESTIVITIES--Pestive meetings, devoted to the 
110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin were held in various towns 

of Bulgaria today. Grisha Filipov, BCP Central Committee Politburo member 
and Central Committee secretary, attended the festive meeting in Ruse. Meet- 
ings were also held in Pleven, Burgas Tolbukhin, Pernik and other cities. 
[Text] [AU221016 Sovia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 21 Apr 80) 


INCREASE IN TOBACCO PRICES--Sofia, 21 Apr (BTA)--The problem of smoking is 
a problem of great concern for the entire Bulgarian public. Many citizens, 
working teams, public and political organizations, are being insistently 
calling for stringent measures in that respect, particularly among the 
young generations. Taking into consideration the current necessity of re- 
ducing smoking and the proposals put forward by the public, the Ministerial 
Council of Bulgaria decided to take economic measures in addition to the 
stepped up educational ones. As from 21 April 1980 the priees of tobacco 
products sold in this country will be increased from 50 to 100 percent 
depending on the quality of the products. The funds saved from the modi- 
fied prices of tobacco products are to be directed mainly to social initia- 
tives. [Text] [AU221016 Sofia BTA in English 1521 GMT 21 Apr 80] 


KUBADINSKI IN RAZGRAD--On 22 April an expanded plenum of the Razgrad Okrug 
Fatherland Committee took place. Comrade Pencho Kubadinski took part in 
the plenum, which discussed the plan for the organization's future activity. 
(Text) [AU221016 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 0930 GMT 22 Apr 80] 








GRISHA FILIPOV IN RUSE--On 22 April Grisha Filipov, BCP Central Committee 
Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, accompanied by Petur 
Petrov, BCP Ruse Okrug Committee firet secretary, visited industrial plants 
in the city. [AU221016 Sofia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 0930 GMT 22 Apr 80) 


LRANIAN AMBASSADOR'S DEPARTURE--Khoerow Qara'i, former ambassador of the 
lelamic Republic of Iran to Bulgaria, has left the country. [Text] [AU260745 
Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 23 Apr 80 p 2) 


BULGARLAN-ALGERIAN EDUCATIONAL PROTOCOL~-Algiere, 17 Apr (BTA)--The protocol 
signed between representatives of Bulgaria and Algeria here provides for 
expanding cooperation between the two countries in the field of higher edu- 
cation and eclentific research. Bulgaria will send over new lecturers for 
the Algerian universities for the next two academic years. She will also 
grant scholarships and vacancies for Algerian students in Bulgarian educa- 
tional establishments. The protocol also provides postgraduate practice 

in Bulgarie for Algerian etudents dealing in veterinary and human medicine, 
architecture, electronic and electrical engineering. The two sides agreed 
to promote ecientific cooperation between their university and research 
centres. They decided to activate their joint work on common projects in 
the agro-veterinarian field. [Text] [AUi180810 Sofia BTA in English 1832 GMT 
17 Apr 80) 


OGNYAN DOYNOV'S ACTIVITIES REPORTED--On 23 April Ognyan Doynov, BCP Central 
Committee Plitburo member and Central Committee secretary, took part in a 
national conference on apartment-house construction, convened by a deci- 
sion of the BCP Central Committee secretariat. Grisha Filipov, BCP Central 
Committee Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, also attended 
the conference. Ivan Sakareve, minister of construction and construction 
materials spoke on increasing the labor productivity and reaching a turning 
point in apartment-house construction. After the discussion of matters on 
the agenda, Ognyan Doynov ..ad a concluding speech. [Text] [AU230651 Sofia 
Domestic Service in Bulgarian 1730 GMT 23 Apr 80) 


BULGARLAN-GREEK COOPERATION--Sofia, 23 Apr (BTA)--Mr Ivan Prumov, chairman 
of the Central Cooperative Union, and Mr (Elias Chronopoulos), chairman of 
the Pan-Hellenic Confederation of Farm Cooperative Unions, signed a coopera- 
tion protocol here tonight. Along lines of deepening the expansion of bilat- 
eral contacts the two sides agreed to cooperate within the framework of the 
international cooperative consolidation of unity of the cooperative move- 
ment and raising ite role in the economic development of the union's member- 
countries. Besides this, the two sides will seek possibilities for a more 
active development of trade relations, specifying the range of commodities 
every year. The two sides plan to establish permanent courist contacts, 
exchange delegations to study the experience of cooperatives in different 
branch activities, as well as to exchange specialized literature and printed 
matter. During their etay here the members of the Greek cooperative dele- 
gation were made familiar with the experience of the cooperatives in the 
cities of Sofia and Plovdiv. [Text] [AU230651 Sofia BTA in English 1850 GHT 
23 Apr 80) 
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YORDANOV IN RUSE~-Georgi Yordanov, BCP Central Committee Politburo candidate 
member and deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers, has arrived in Ruse. 
Accompanied by Petur Pettov, first secretary of the Ruse Okrug Party Com- 
mittee, Yordanov visited some cultural projects in the city. [Sofia Domestic 
Service in Bulgarian 0930 GMT 17 Apr 80 AU) 


KUBADINSKI AT CONFERENCE--A conference is taking place at the "Georgi Kirkov" 
Hall in Sofia dealing with the role of the fatherland front organization in 
further asserting the socialist way of life. The conference was inaugurated 
by Pencho Kubadineki, BCP Central Committee Politburo member and chairman of 
Fatherland Front Central Council, who chaired the first plenary session of 
the conference. The conference is also attended by Stoyan Mikhaylov and 
Misho Mishev, secretaries of the BCP Central Committee and by heads of the 
BCP Central Committee, as well as by leaders of sociopolitical and mass 
organizations. Outetanding cultural workers and public figures are also 
among those present. [Text] [AU241027 Sovia Domestic Service in Bulgarian 
0900 GMT 24 Apr 80) 


BOZHINOV IN BURGAS--Todor Bozhinov, BCP Central Committee Politburo member 
and Central Committee secretary and first deputy chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, has arrived in Burgas. He is accompanied by Georgi Evgeniev, 
deputy chairman of the Central Council and by George Taniv, first secretary 
of the Komeomol Central Committee. They visited the Burgas petrochemical 
plant and attended a meeting with the leadership of the economic aktiv of 
the plant and discussed the expansion of the plant. [AU241027 Sofia Domes- 
tic Service in Bulgarian 0900 GMT 24 Apr 80) 


cso: 2200 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


ECONOMIC POLICY IMPLEMENTATION NEEDS SUPERVISION 
Legal Disciplinary Measures 
Prague TRIBUNA in Czech No 11, 12 Mar 80 p 12 


[Interview with Doctor of Law Ladislav Jouza from the Central Council of 
Trade Unions; date and place not given] 


[Text] The labor code continues to attract the attention of our citizens. 
Some believe that it does not protect their interests adequately, while 
others think it gives an unfair protection to certain people (such as 
frequent absentees from work and those with a negative work attitude). 


A letter from V. Doubrava from Hradec Kralove reflects the standpoint of 
the “other” group. He writes: 


"Our labor code protects loafers and parasites. To apprehend those people 
is almost impossible, or it takes a very long time if it does sometimes 


happen. 


“likewise, the labor code does not even stipulate that it is obligatory 
to express a true opinion whenever a report is written about a person's 
character and his attitude to work. Nor does it impose sanctions against 
those who put fictitious things in such reports." 


Is it really so? This was the main question which we have put to Doctor 
of Law Ladislav Jouza, a labor code expert from the Central Council of 
Trade Unions. 


[Anewer] Bad work morale is a violation of work regulations and of work 
discipline and supervisors have far-reaching authority, emanating from 
the labor code and other regulations, which they can use. 


If it is only a minor violation of work discipline such as arriving at 


work late without a valid excuse the supervisor is required to reprimand 
the worker. 
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In such a case it is a matter of merely social pressure. Therefore the 
supervisor aleo has the option of asking the appropriate social organization 
to discuss the work discipline violation with the worker concerned. 


[Question] All right. These are petty violations of work discipiine. 
But what steps can be taken in more serious cases? 


[Answer] When a serious or repeated violation of work discipline occurs, 
the case must be dealt with by a superior who has the authority to impose 
punitive measures. But at the same time he must make sure that the imposed 
punishment has an educational effect not only on the guilty worker, but 
also on the rest of the employees. The seriousness of the violation, 
damage caused, etc., must all be taken into consideration. The various 
kinds of punishment that may be imposed are mentioned in section 77 of 

the labor code (such as reprimand, public reprimand, loss of bonus or other 
benefits for up to 3 months, transfer to a job which pays less for a period 
up to 3 months, etc.). Imposing punishment requires strict adherance to 

a certain procedure, as stipulated in section 76, etc., of the labor code. 


Punitive measures, even if some of them are only of morally detrimental 
nature (such as reprimand or public reprimand), are sanctions imposed by 
an organization for more serious or repeated violations of work discipline. 


But more is involved than just punitive measures. Work discipline violations 
may have further adverse consequences for the offender. For instance, his 
vacation may be cut by 1 to 3 days if he missed a work shift, or the main 
part of it, without a valid excuse. It is obvious that missing the main 

part of a work shift is not automatically considered unexcused. Sometimes 
there may be a good reason for it (illness inthe family, visit to a doctor, 
etc.). 


Work discipline violations may adversely influence still more benefits. 
One unexcused absence from a work shift during the year may be sufficient 
to exclude the offender from the profit-sharing plan. Or his child 
allowance may be revoked for the month in which the violation took place. 


Under certain circumstances a violation of work discipline may lead to 
termination of the employment, sometimes even effective immediately. 


[Question] Are there still other measures which may be used to punish a 
work discipline offender? 


[Answer] Notorious offenders who deliberately violate work discipline may 
be punished according to the law governing misdemeanors. Thus they may 
even be imprisoned, if through their deliberate absence from work they 
endangered the economic operationof an enterprise. For instance, this law 
could be applied if workers deliberately missed work unloading railroad 
cars and the consequence was that their employer had to pay a penalty. 
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[Question] And what about the reader's second comment with regard to 
writing reports about a pereon's character and attitude to work? 


[Anewer]) There reports should completely reflect all the worker's activi- 
ties during his employment. Every organization is obliged to write such 
a report whenever employment is terminated. 


Every character report should contain both positive and negative points and 
it must be objective. It is true that in order to get rid of a trouble- 
maker, many organizations submit a distorted character report, which is 

not objective, and tends to portray the worker in a better light. But 

this is contrary to the law and the authors of such reports should be 
punished. 


But the worker who is the subject of the report should himself be concerned, 
and if he feels that the report is not fair, he should appeal to the 
arbitration commission or to the district court. 


The right to work is one of the basic rights of citizens of socialist 
countries. It is embodied in the construction of the CSSR (section 19, 
article 2). The implementation is outlined in the labor code, in the 
various social security regulations and in a number of other laws. All 
these laws and regulations protect the worker (and his rights), but they 
also protect society against those who refuse to perform honest work. 


Only a consequent application of the measures provided by the law can 
reform offenders. But it is more a problem for economists rather than 
lawyers. It is up to the leading economic workers to ensure that all the 
components of the labor code and related laws are observed in everyday 
life. 


Role of Coordination Councils 
Prague TRIBUNA in Czech No 12, 19 Mar 80 p 13 


[Article by Zdenek Karban: "Coordination Councils and the Tasks of the 
Day" ] 


[Text] Coordination councils, composed of the chairmen of the All-Factory 
and the Factory Organization of the CPCZ, play an important role in imple- 
menting the economic policy of our party with regard to tasks assigned to 
economic production units in industry, transportation, construction as 
well as services. Their existence has become even more important this 
year, because after the February party meetings of the basic organizations 
which approved concrete measures for implementing the resolutions adopted 
by the 14th plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee, the coordination councils 
will fully analyze the provisions for realizing the 1980 plan, not only 

in individual enterprises but in the economic unit as a whole. 
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Coordination councils of party functionaries have their tradition. This 
year it will be 15 years since the highest party organs decided that they 
should be created. Their mission is to analyze problems of sectors as well 
as important economic-political questions. Also, to explain to sectors 
their taske, to obtain information, expert advice and ideas regarding 
management and, especially, to harmonize the varied opinions of functionaries 
in order that a common course of action is adopted for solving the problems 
discussed. This role is of the utmost importance not only to units which 
form part of a concern, or where the work is based on efficiency experiments 
and quality of management, but other organizations as well. 


The point is, however, that all reports, discussions and adopted resolutions 
must be focused on comprehensive fulfillment of the planned tasks, to 
ensure quantitative as well as qualitative fulfillment of the plan in the 
required assortment. To implement this principle necessitates taking a 
completely open and ambitious standpoint with regard to methods used and 
results achieved in 1979 and to utilize this in preparing annual analyses 

of the managements of enterprises and economic production units. Results 
achieved during the first month of this year must also be taken in consi- 
deration. Even if there is an improvement, we must not be completely 
satisfied. 


Despite the fact that we have been spared last year's problems of fuel and 
energy shortages and sudden climatic variations, 18.7 percent of enterprises 
are not fulfilling at least one of their quantitative indicators of their 
plans. The proportional part of their yearly plan fulfillment for January 
should have reached 8.5 percent, but it came to only 8.1 percent. In spite 
of the fact that economic organizations have correctly adopted measures 

to avoid production variations, these still exist and are causing problems 
regarding the transportation plan and disturbing supplier-customer relations 
from the very beginning of *he year. 


Each coordination council will emphasize those problems discussed by the 
14th plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee that directly concern the [given] 
economic production unit. However, there are tasks which form a part of 
the economic policy and which concern every All-Factory Committee and every 
Factory Organization of the party as well as all party members. Their aim 
is to increase effectiveness of all work. 


One of the key sectors of our national economy is that of fuel and energy. 
In consistent with the line adopted by the 15th CPCZ Congress and the 
standpoint of the presidium of the CPCZ Central Committee, the 14th plenum 
emphasized the necessity of ensuring a more consequent development of our 
fuel and energy basis, mainly by the goal-oriented implementation of the 
objectives for the present basis and by fulfillment of the production plans 
of our nuclear power plants and by the rational utilization of domestic 
sources of fuel and energy. 
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The Factory Organizations of the party in thie sector must continue to 
pay attention to the contents of the letter from the Secretariat of the 
CPCZ concerning rationalization of fuel and energy consumption. In prac- 
tice thie meane demanding that economic workers, firet of all, ensure 
fulfillment of the 1980 plan and implementation of all adopted measures. 
Attention aleo must be paid to the development of workere' initiative. 


The 15th CPCZ Congress and the i4th plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee 
assigned important taske aleo to the metallurgy and machinery industries. 
Today millione of workers are responsible for their fulfillment in these 
and other industries. A sizable machinery group existe in every sector of 
the national economy. Ite correct orientation on societal needs and ite 
own production of constructions, parte and other products can give relief 
to our machinery industry. More attention must also be paid to the program 
of better management with metals. Here the effort should concentrate on 
lighter weight producte and on replacing metale with other materials. 

Scrap metal collection should also not be neglected. 


Transportation was aleo one of the subjects that was discussed by the iéth 
plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee, which concluded that in many cases 

the fulfillment of tasks will depend on improved management at all levels. 
For inetance, efforts must be made to ensure equability between loading 

and unloading, better distribution of work between the public and industry's 
own motor pools in order to achieve more economical utilization of trucks 

and reduction of fuel consumption. These and other requirements, if realized, 
will help to fulfill the transportation tasks, provided that certain economic 
measures are adopted and consequent party organization control is exercized, 
as in every other production sector. 


Dynamic development of the national economy is being greatly facilitated 
by realization of the capital investment program. The 14th plenum of the 
CPCZ Central Committee had evaluated the situation and assigned specific 
tasks to thie sector. Naturally, to agree with decisions is not enough, 
they must be thoroughly carried out. Tendencies to bypass set goals 

must be categorically rejected. On the contrary, demands backed by party 
influence for increased efficiency and work modernization must be put into 
operation in all production capacities. And communists, above all, must 
quickly react to this situation without delay. 


Better cooperation between production and trade will help to solve problems 
on the domestic market; methods to be used were determined by the seventh 
plenum of the CPCZ Central Committee. In order to solve such problems, a 
more detailed analysis is required of the relations between production and 
trade by individual coordination councils. This will take place during 

the second quarter of 1980. 


At many party meetings, serious problems which exist in supplier-customer 
relations were mentioned by communists. They pointed out that supply problems 
often exist even within individual economic production units. Coordination 
council conferences will have to deal also with this highly topical question. 
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Departmental or enterprise chauviniem ie also harmful, There is nothing 
wrong in being proud of working in a certain department or other place of 
work, but unhealthy attitudes and misuse of authority cannot be tolerated, 


Concurrent with discussione concerning the 1980 plan, which are now taking 
place at work and production conferences, partial socialist pledges are 

at the same time being made by brigades of soctalist work. However, only 
the resulte produced by efforte of coordination councile can effectively 
blend these initiatives and direct them to the most important sectors. 


The effectiveness of each coordination conference depends on the timliness 
and quality of ite preparation. Each party organization, therefore, must 
collectively discuss and establish an attitude and make it known at a 
following meeting. Workers must be informed as to the outcome of each 
conference, which should aleo be used in campaign, propaganda and educa- 
tional activities. At present this is also one of the main taske of each 
organization. 


Active participation in the building up of socialism and communiem is a 
concrete implementation of the Leninist idea that a communist is only that 
one who safeguards the party line. And there is no better activity than 
that which promotes the correct attitude to work and assigned tasks. 


9454 
C80: 2400 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 





BOOK BY EVZEN LOEBL PUBLISHED IW ITALY 
Rome IL TEMPO in Italian 20 Apr 80 p 3 


[Article by Luciano Tas: “Loebl's Story ‘My Mind Ise on Trial'=<How ‘Na- 
tional Solidarity’ Ended in Prague") 


[Text] An economic minister goes to the United States to solve a very com- 
plicated problem. He saves his country millions of dollars along with ite 
political principles. Upon his return to hie homeland, he is hailed as a 
national hero. The president of the republic summons him, the moment he 
gete out of the plane, in order to congratulate him. His success confirms 
what Moscow obtained 2 years earlier through a tough Soviet negotiator 
like Mikoyan. 


But only a few weeks passed and Eugen Loebl, Czechoslovak deputy minister 
for foreign trade, is arrested and suddenly harshly accused. Of what? 

Let him tell the story himeelf. This ie why he is interrogated for almost 
3 years. During breaks he was forced to pace up and down in « small, 
moist, cold cell without anywhere to lie down, without having even 10 
minutes entirely to himself, because that is the interval which hie guards 
would give him before checking whether he was still pacing up and down or 
whether he had committed the crime of sitting down. 


In the end, he confessed to everything. He confessed to being a criminal, 
@ traitor to the fatherland, a saboteur, and an accomplice of imperial is. 
Loebl entered prison at the end of 1949. One at a time, after him, another 
six Czechoslovak deputy ministers and communists entered prison: Bedrich 
Reicin, of Defense; Rudolf Margolius, likewise from Foreign Trade; Otto 
Fiechl, Finance, Karel Svab, Internal Affairs; Arthur London and Vavre 
Hajdn, Foreign Affairs. Others are to follow, the entire flower of the 
country's communist leadership: Bedrich Geminder, party ideology; Joseph 
Frank, deputy party secretary; Andre Simon, managing editory RUDE PRAVO, 
the official party organ; Ota Sling, party secretary for Moldavia; Viadimir 
Clementis, minister of foreign affairs; and finally Rudolf Slansky, 
secretary~general of the Czechoslovak Communist Party. All in all, there 
were 14 defendants who entered the courtroom on 21 November 1952. But 
there are many more who would be sentenced “administratively,” that is to 
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say, without trial. Among them is the current proconsul in Prague, 
Ru@ak. 


The trial ended 2 days later: 11 death sentences, carried out right away 
(and the ashes of the executed persons were scattered on an icy road) and 
three prison sentences: London, Hajdn, and Loebl. The firet two of these 
men would epend « total of 7 yeare between prison and labor camp and Loeb] 
put in U yeare. 


It is now 1946. In Czechoslovakia, just liberated from the Germans, the 
firet free elections show 4 communist success with 38 percent of the vote. 
Thies result fe viewed in the lightof the 1938 Munich agreement, when France 
and Great Britain “eold out" Czechoslovakia to Hitler, losing honor and 

not saving the peace. The elections produced a coalition government headed 
by the communist Clement Gottwald who quickly had to come to terme with a 
twofold reality: the economic efituation, resulting from the fact that 
Ceechoslovakia urgently needed United States aid, in other words, help 

from the only country capable of giving it, and the political situation 
which meant that country would necessarily depend on Moscow. 


The dramatic choice came in July 1946 when, after having accepted it, the 
goverment in Prague, on ordere from Stalin, had to back off and reject the 
"Marehall Plan” which inetead allowed Western Europe to get back on ite 
feet. 


The decision caused « break in the national solidarity government. The 
socialists and liberal opposition called for new elections but this never 
happened. Ase a matter of fact, according to our own L'UNITA, on 24 
Pebruary 1948, “the reactionarfes tried a diversion by demanding the elec- 
tions of a new parliement.” And then came the “coup.” The communists 
setzed all power in February 1948. President Benes collapsed, Masaryk com- 
mitted suicide or was killed. 


But there sare communiete and communists. Those who took power were not 
trafned fn the Soviet school. Former fighters in the Spanish Ciyil War, 
they went abroad at the time of the German invasion and then either fought 
in the Czechoslovak army in exile or were partisans in Czechoslovakia 
iteelf or tn ether Buropean countries; the February “coup” comsunists 
were aware of the obligatory nature of certain economic decisions which 
could not disregard the West. But the attempt at getting out from under 
tight Moecow control did not please Stalin who decided not to be faced 
with another Yugosiavia. Hence, the rather noisy arrests of high party 
and government officials and the show trial in Prague in November 1952. 
Impressive testimony had already been given as to this trial by one of the 
three survivers, Arthur London, in a book entitled “The Confession,” 

aleo made into a film. Now another one of these survivors, Bugen Loebl, 
provides his own personal experience in a book published tn Italy by 
Sperling and Kupfer, entitled "La mia mente sotto processo” [My Mind on 
Trial). Thie new testimony supplements the one given by London and 
probably enriches it. 
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iow did those 14 defendants come to confess to crimes go “monstrous” as to be 
entirely tmposeible? Because, for many months and years, they were un- 
able to eit down in their celle and were forced to keep walking unin- 
terruptediy, 16 houre 4 day. Long and humiliating interrogations deprived 
the pri@onere of every certainty, every idea, every ideal, distorting 
reality until everything wae confused. Thie was a continuous hammering 
process. The families were subjected to blackmail. Perhaps, in the end, 
there wae a promiee of survival. 


But a mere confession was not enough for the Czech inquisitore and their 
Soviet “masters” who were alwaye present in the prison. The 14 confessions 
had to fit in perfectly with each other in order to give the accusations 

an appearance of credibility. 


Thus, after having broken their will to restet, the defendants were ordered 
to memorize a set of charges which they were not supposed to change a 
single comma in. 


Various items of evidence were introduced. The defendants were brought 
together and they had to repeat and recite the charges. Just once there 
was a moment of understanding between Loebi and Slansky. When Loebl was 

to recite his own part, he inserted into the phrases a word in "Yiddish" 

— the German-Hebrew language of the Jews of Eastern Europe--which cancelled 
out the phrage iteelf. The word “oser” (on the contrary) brought Siansky 
back to reality. The inquisitors were not aware of that. But Slansky was 
grateful to Loebl and during the trial he tried to exculpate him by asseum- 
ing the entire burden of “guilt,” thus challenging the charges themselves; 
perhape he eaved his life. 


"Yiddteh" words. Indeed, because out of the 14 defendants, 11 are Jews. 
Ie that juet a coincidence? In its 24 November 1952 issue, RUDE PRAVO 
wrote the following: "Would men who went through our school systems and who 
came from our race have been capable of such crimes? Who could have done 
thie, if not men without « fatherland, cynical and infidel Zionists and 
cosmopolitans, totally without any human sentiments, who sold their souls 
out to the dollar?” And thie was written in a communist newspaper, not 
4 Nazi paper. But on that same 24 November, L'UNITA published a report 
from Prague by Sergio Segre: “The poisoned headquarters of American pro- 
paganda are coming out with new lies, such as the lie to the effect that 
there is antisemitiem in Czechoslovakia and that this is proved by the 
fact that most of those on trial are Israelites” but “if there are any 
antisemites, they are precisely those 14 accused." Indeed a singular 
statement. 


For RUDE PRAVO, the succese of the trial was definitely “a victory of 
humaniam over barbarism.” 


What kind of humaniem that was, was explained at length, with all of the 
detaile, by two out of the three survivore of the Prague trial, first of 
all London, and now Loebl. But Leebl, more than London, wrote about his 
hallucinating experience and his coherent conclusions; a trial, such as 
the one in Prague, Loebl tells us, is not a degeneration of Marxiem--it 
ie Marxiem iteelf. 
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CZECHOS LOVAK IA 


ENVOY TO MAURITANIA--Prague--President Guetev Husak today appointed Michal 
Kollar Crechoslovak ambassador to Mauritania, with permanent residence in 
Conakry. [Text) [1D030426 Prague CTK in English 1536 GMT 30 Apr 80) 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


APRIL 1980 ISSUE OF SED THEORETICAL JOURNAL REVIEWED 
Fast Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 10 Apr 80 p 4 


[Helmut Caspar review of East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35, No 4, April 
1980, signed to press 13 Mar 80, pp 337-448: "Many Allies in Our Struggle." 
Translations and/or summaries of the articles by the authors referred to 
below as well as by others are published in pages following this review) 


[Text] The April fesue of EINHEIT is dedicated to the 110th anniversary of 
the birth of V. I. Lenin and the significance of his teachings for our times. 
The topice range from Lenin's criticiem of bourgeois philosophy and his 
analysis of the socialist planned economy to the socialist peace policy. 


Nobody can dodge forever the questions raised by socialism as to the way of 
life, democracy, social rights and individual personality. They are in- 
creasingly moving into the focus of philosophical discussion. This was 
stated by Kurt Hager, SED Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, 
in a talk given in Moscow on 4 March 1980 at the plenary meeting of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences. EINHEIT has now made this lecture available in print. 
Proceeding from Lenin's work, "Materialism and Empiriocriticiem,” Kurt Hager 
writes that the struggle in philosophy among the parties has reached new di- 
mensions. “In the struggle for reason, for rationality in the world, we 
have many allies and potential friends today. Now we must sound out the 
common intellectual interests with those who advocate reason and rational 
action on other ideological bases." 


In another contribution on the socialist planned economy, Guenter Mittag, 
SED Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, emphasizes that the 
central issue of our economic strategy is the comprehensive raising of the 
efficiency and quality of work. This involves high scientific achievements 
in decisive areas, the more effective use of energy and raw material re- 
sources and of basic assets as well as the rational use of our country's 
manpower resources, “that is to say, all that which, summed up, makes for 
the required rationalization thrust." The creative effort of the working 
people must be directed even more purposefully toward qualitative changes in 
technology and production, the author points out. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED'S HAGER STRESSES ‘REASON, RATIONALITY' IN MARXIST PHILOSOPHY 


East Berlin EINHEIT in German Vol 35 No 4, Apr 80 signed to press 13 Mar 80 
pp 339-344 


[Lead article by Kurt Hager, SED Politburo member and Central Committee 
secretary for culture and science affairs, based on talk given by the 
author at the plenary meeting of the USSR Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 
4 March 1980: "Philosophy in the Current Ideological Struggle") 


[Text] The “party struggle in philosophy" (Lenin) 
has assumed new dimensions and increased in inten- 
sity. The antagonism between humanism and inhumanity 
is becoming harsher all the time. In his polemic 
against the growing trend of irrationalism, skepti- 
ciem and pessimism in bourgeois philosophy, the 
author shows that the Marxist-Leninist philosophy 

is gaining increasing influence in an ideological, 
political and cultural-educaiional respect and as a 
methodology, and that reason and rationality are 
elements of our world-outlook enabling us to realize 
the humanistic goals of socialism and disclose the 
essence and policy of imperialism. 


Vv. I. Lenin, whose 110th anniversary of birth we are celebrating this year, 
has shown in a masterly manner, in his philosophical studies, mainly in his 
"Materialism and Empiriocriticiem," that in most recent philosophy as much 
as two thousand years ago a party struggle is taking place, a struggle 
“which in the final analysis expresses the ideology of the hostile classes 
of modern society." 


This remark by Lenin is of the highest currency. It may be said in fact 
that the clase struggle in philosophy is currently assuming new dimensions 
and has increased in intensity. The cause for it lies in the nature of our 
era, in the penetrating changes taking place in all areas of life. If we 
reduce all the essential social processes to their essence, it turns out 
that the transition by humanity from capitalism to socialism, initiated by 
the Great Socialist October Revolution--with which also the development of 








the GDR in ite alliance with the Soviet Union ise deeply tied up historical- 
ly--, te what has put ite imprint on our times. Conditioned by these social 
changes, and at the same time affecting and propelling them, a spiritual 
transformation is taking place, in which the party etruggle in the field 

of philosophy holds a significant position. 


A penetrating change in the contente of traditional ideas, concepts, values, 
norms, theories, desires, ideale and hopes ise taking place in the spiritual 
life of the socialist countries. The economic and political power of the 
workers class turns out to be the decisive objective precondition for this 
penetrating renewal of human thought which, as Marx has said, is necessarily 
connected with the "deliberate reconstitution of human society." 


The historic achievements of socialism decisively and increasingly mark 
those value criteria and vital maxims that characterize the thinking and 
conduct of socialist personalities. The ever more noticeably and persuasive- 
ly evolving importance in the life of our society of these achievements to 
individual and social living, to a meaningful and happy human existence, 

is what has largely brought it about that the achievements of our system 

are seen as valuable by the individual, are felt and recognized as values 
created by socialism, so that their further development and their defense 
also becomes a personal concern. 


Many facts indicate that, in contrast to the development in socialism, in 
capitalist countries the existential dread of broad strata keeps spreading. 
Many who are honestly concerned about the destiny of mankind are appalled 
about the crisis situation contemporary capitalism has produced and keeps 
constantly reproducing. That situation is the feeding ground for the 
rapid spread of vitaliem and other irrationalist philosophic trends. 


Irrationalism does not only crystallize in philosophic reflections but 
constitutes a general and basic pessimistic mood in the spiritual life of 
the capitalist world. In succession to Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Speng- 
ler, many bourgeois philosophers in our century have converted the crisis 
of capitalist society into a purported crisis of human existence, a crisis 
of humanity. “Human nature” is made the actual scapegoat for the crises 

in capitalist society and its manifestations of disintegration. The most 
recent session of the Club of Rome, held under the motto, “The Human Dilem- 
ma," transferred that dilemma to man instead of capitalism. 


Whereas in 1931 Karl Jaspers in his "Die geistige Situation der Zeit" [Man 
in the Modern Age] still attempted to decode the trends of the times 

through this encompassing interpretation, the FRG philosopher Juergen Haber- 
mas in 1979, in the introduction to a compendium under the title "Stichworte 
zur ‘Geistigen Situation der Zeit'" [Notes on "Man in the Modern Age"), 
declared that a diagnosis of an age can today no longer be honored. Today, 
all anyone could do was figure out his own definition of the situation. 

They are removing the real relations from their socially and historically 
determined context and are painting a somber picture of the future. They 
are seeking to spread an apocalyptic mood as a general sense of life and 
perception of the world. 
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Resignation and bourgeois social pessimiem reflect the contradictions and 
creeping decay of the capitalist system, but they also are a method, They 
exhibit resignation because this also is suitable for producing a climate 
in social psychology in which sociopolitical restriction measures can more 
easily be accepted, even conveniently as an unavoidable and necessary way 
out, without any alternative, of the crisis processes of the system, and 
they may even be deliberately advocated, Lowering the sociopolitical ex- 
pectations for the 1980's, creating a political-ideological climate in 
which the purported interest of an imaginary "common good" can put the 
burdens of the socioeconomic consequences of the deepening in the general 
crieis in capitalism, and of a new armaments wave, upon the shoulders of 
the workers class and the working people--that is one of the manipulative 
goals of the vessimiem variant in bourgeois philosophy and sociology. 


Since Lenin's critique of empiriocriticism many new (or seemingly new) 
trends have come forth in bourgeois philosophy--suffice it to mention 
Carnap, Wittgenstein, Popper and Marcuse and the trends of logical 
positivism, linguistic analysis, critical rationalism and the Frankfurt 
School. Not infrequently the various schools are quarreling with each 
other. They are uncovering each others’ idealistic weaknesses. But looked 
at in the clear light, this purported "pluralism" but poorly disguises 

that they are all holding a common fighting position against Marxism- 
Leniniem and its philosophy and are proponents of idealism, agnosticism, 
irrationalism and pessimism. 


Contemporary bourgeois philosophy sometimes is seen to be completely 
alienated from life, especially on account of its orientation to scientific 
logic and linguistic analysis. One FRG author has written: "Philosophy 
has, if you will, alienated itself from the public. Outside of the guild 
this interrupted communication is registered as stagnation, zero growth 

or even as the decay of philosophy." 


This observation must not mislead us, however, into denying that bourgeois 
philosophy has the possibility to react actively to the issues of our time. 
Since the early 1970's the defenders of capitalism have more and more 
noisily raised the demand for "more of a world-outlook" or for a "more 
practicable philosophy." Not by chance the FRG has practically appointed 
Karl Popper's and his disciples’ “critical rationalism" its state philosophy. 
That has to do with its raving anti-Marxist character, its rejection of the 
dialectics, its relativistic epistemology and the social theory derived 
from it. The social democrats on the right have enthusiastically welcomed 
that theory which denies the necessity of social progress, regards the 

use of social laws by men as impossible, and propagates some "piece-meal- 
engineering" for attacking social problems. They find in the "gradualistic 
social technology" of critical rationalism a weapon against Marxism and a 
confirmation of their own reformist course. 


Nor must we overlook that, in terms of a "practicable philosophy," more 


efforts are being made to establish “basic values" for the capitalist society. 








Bourgeois philosophers seek to postulate values that are meant to give 
meaning to the life of the individual and a favorable orientation toward 
capitaliem to all. That also is a reaction to the progressive development 

of real socialism and the strength emanating from the Marxist-Leninist world- 
outlook. The reactionary clase function of contemporary bourgeois philosophy 
and journalism can simply be seen in that the postulated values--regardless 
of whether their orientation is social-reformist or conservative, or 

whether they are anthropological or religious in their persuasion--are 
anticommunist in their main thrust. It is a matter of discrediting the 
achievements, valuee and advantages of socialism in the eyes of the working 
people in the capitalist countries. To that end, a false and distorted 
picture is painted of real socialism, and it is gaged against bourgeois or 
pseudo-socialist ideals, abstracted from the concrete historic situation. 


Nobody, however, can dodge forever the questions raised by socialism as 

to the way of life, democracy, social rights and the development of person- 
ality. They also are increasingly moving into the focus of philosophical 
discussion. The reality of socialism makes visible new possibilities in 

all these and other fields of human existence, poses optimistic goals for 
human action, endows it with humanistic purpose and opens up new areas to it. 


In our time of world historic transformation essential questions are addressed 
to philosophy. Can scientific-technical progress be directed and controlled 
for the good and welfare of man? Can man still develop or has he reached 
the limits of his possibilities? Does man's understanding of society de- 
velop further? To questions like those, and also to questions about the 
meaning of life, what for and how one should live, which values are worth 
fighting and working for--to this genuine need, perceptible through many 
signs, for ideological orientation the Marxist-Leninist philosophy can and 
must react. It must actively contribute to the formation of the socialist 
way of life and of communist consciousness and provide the individual with 
vital ideological help, help also for making decisions in complicated 
personal life situations. In other words: Marxist-Leninist ethics must 

not be a fifth wheel on the carriage of our philosophy. Much still has to 
be explored here as far as everyday philsosophy is concerned which however 
cannot be comprehended without scientific understanding. We must still 

get a better comprehension of the dialectics of objective laws, social 
values and norms, requirements, risks and responsible, expert decisions. 


As the theoretical foundation and organic component of Marxism-Leninism, 
dialectic and historical materialism discloses the objective inevitabilities 
and subjective conditions, the impulses of social progress and explains the 
ideals and value ideas of our communist world-outlook. It offers the 
methodological basis for exploring the most general laws of nature, society 
and thought. As confirmed by the intellectual life in the socialist coun- 
tries and by the international response, the influence of Marxist-Leninist 
philosophy is constantly growing in ideological, political, cultural- 
education respects as well as a methodology. 





Marxist-Leninist philosophy answers the fundamental questions of our time 

by allying itself with the other sciences. Those sciences in turn--the 
natural aciences, the technical and the social sciences--can understand 
their own ineighte within a larger context only through the help from phitlo- 
sophy. It was again V. I. Lenin who emphatically pointed to this needed 
orientation and alliance. 


Discovering among many scientists in the capitalist states today--and not 
only in the natural science disciplines--that they are turning toward 
realism does not yet signal their transition to dialectic and historical 
materialism, to be sure, but it is an important step in that direction. 


While positiv'!sm counts the decision in favor of either materialism or 
idealism which the basic philosophical question demande among the scientif- 
ically undecidable problems, those scientists, in the epistemological and 
methodological analyses of their own research methods, keep running up 
against the realization that outside and apart from consciousness there is 
an objective reality. They conceive of their own scientific work certainly 
as an effort to find objective laws within the object field of their own 
research. Philosophically this would require recognizing the reality of 
such an object field and its .aws. That establishes various realistic 
positions that have an anti-positivistic thrust and have to be further 
analyzed in detail. 


While in terms of method that philosophic realism normally presupposes 
materialism solely for the field of their own scientific research yet, 

above and beyond that, very often introduces idealistic assumptions, it still 
is quite a long way from there to a consistent materialism. That mainly 
makes possible fluctuations between materialism and idealism and compensating 
for the impelling need for philosophic materialism scientific research 

gives rise to. Religious faith may, to be sure, be eliminated from their 

own scientific research, ye. it may nonetheless at the same time still be 
regarded as an indispensable prerequisite for maintaining ethical-moral 

norms for human conduct. But that ruptures materialism and opens the flood- 
gates to irrationalism. 


Since the 1960's, positivistic and scientistic conceptions have been spreading 
further in non-Marxist science philosophy and theory. They are facilitated 
by the tempestuous development of the productive forces in the scientific- 
technical revolution and by the economic and scientific-technical develop- 
ments partly conducive to planning under the conditions d state monopoly 
capitalism. The investigations in philosophy of science and theory, 
principally oriented toward logic, in Carnap, Stegmueller and others, go 

hand in hand with rejecting ideological problem settings because they 

are allegedly not in principle scientifically decidable. They do not see 

that world-outlook and ideology in a specific manner reflect social conditions 
and are by no means arbitrafy assumptions set down by ideologists. They 
assume man today and in the future actually need no ideological orienta- 

tion at all because the use of science and technology could solve all of 

man's problems. If, according to that view, the philosophically preempted 
term "“world-outlook" is to be used at all, it would at best stand for 
limitless scientific-technical progress. 


32 








Yet positiviem's credulity in science on the part of bourgeois philosophy 
one finds in recent times more and more placed in doubt while the trend 
toward skepticism, pessimism and irrationalism is growing. The appearance 
of virtually unthinkable destructive forces generated by the further develop- 
ment of ecience and technology under imperialiem and the risks resulting 
from the misuse of science make many scientists and philosophers in the 
capitalist world increasingly skeptical and pessimistic about scientific 
rationality, the value of the sciences, and scientific understanding. 

A science journal reports: "The American biologist Robert S$. Morison-- 

as such a promoter of scientific-technical progress--admits in an introduc- 
tion to the ‘Limits to Scientific Inquiry’ issue of the DAEDALUS journal: 
"It must be admitted in all humility that we have reached a point where 

we have to abandon the conviction that knowledge is better than ignorance," 


If science and technology--contrary to the conviction of positivistic 
philosophers--are not able tc solve the most serious human problems, 

the requisite ideological orientation must be found elsewhere. From ir- 
rationalistic positions scientific-technical progress is then quite 
readily being stigmatized, and any rationality, even the concept of philo- 
sophic-ideological progress itself, is placed in doubt. Whereas in the 
1960's they still hoped that scientific-technical progress would resolve 
all contradictions in capitalism, today science and technology are often 
painted in the darkest colors and declared to be the source of all evil. 


In contrast to the pessimistic mood of crisis among the bourgeois philo- 
sophers, Marxist-Leninist philosophy is engaged in a positive and optimistic 
assessment of social development. That optimism is based on our under- 
standing the laws of social development and on the already accomplished 
historic achievements of socialism, on a clear judgment of its social, 
political and intellectual resources and its ability ir the humanistic 

and planned organization of social and, particularly, scientific-technical 
progress. Socialist society has the evidence it is able to ensure the 
needed intellectual creativity, social organization and democratic partici- 
pation to cope with the new problem situations on behalf of today's and 
future generations. 


At the Ninth SED Congress, Central Committee General Secretary Comrade 
Erich Honecker said: "The development of science and technology and our 
improving the people's standard of living have already become a unified 
inseparable process. It may be said that high scientific-technical achieve- 
ments embody a fundamental social need in all our forward development. 
Precisely from that standpoint our party does what it can to accelerate the 
development of science and technology in our country, alongside the Soviet 
Union, on behalf of men and to make highly effective social use of it."® 


Those words point to an essential criterion for scientific-technical pro- 
gress under socialist conditions: its inseparable connection with socialist 
humanism. To us socialist humanism exercises a target function in repre- 
senting our highest social value. It also is an evaluation criterion for 

us because all practical measures of our scientific-technical progress 

have to be gaged against it in its totality and in detail. 
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In analyzing the contemporary philosophic dispute and ideological struggle, 
the opposition between the two chief ideological currents clearly becomes 
more and more rigid an antagonism between rationalism and irrationalism, 
between humanism and inhumanity. 


Particularly the events of recent weeks and months make clear with appalling 
distinctness that what we have here is not merely a conflict in ideology but 
that irrationalism and anti-humanism form the ideological basis for the 
political decisions by those forces of imperialism, chiefly U.S. imperialism, 
that want to manipulate the world onto the brink of a nuclear war. As the 
most recent U.S. and NATO measures against detente indicate, imperialism 

has not given up its hope to be able still to halt social progress and 
change the balance of power in the world for its advantage. 


Even the capitalist countries are pointing to the irrationality, unpredic- 
tability and adventurousness of the doctrines proclaimed by the new prophets 
of the "policy of strength." "They contain,” as Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said 
in his speech before the voters of the Bauman city district in Moscow, "a 
danger for peace and for the security of all states and peoples. It is 

of concern to all who hold peace necessary and dear to serve a rebuff to 
these ominous designs."/ 


The resolute dedication by the Soviet Union and the other states in the 
socialist community to the defense of peace against the aggressive policy 
of the most reactionary forces of imperialism and against anticommunist 
defamation is a struggle for the vital prospects of all mankind. 


The Marxist-Leninist philosophy is a philosophy of peace. In it is founded 
our real optimism in the struggle for peace. It helps spread truth and 
clarity about the unity between socialism and peace and about the dangers 
conjured up by imperialism to the most elemental right of men, their right 
to life. 


By way of summary we may say this: Reason and rationality are the elements 
that pervade our world-outlook, that enable us to bring the humanistic ob- 
jectives of socialism to realization and to disclose the "unreason" of im- 
perialism. In this we know we have by our side not only the scientific 
rationality of our philosophy but also the reasonableness of our socialist 
society which knows no other goal and no other purpose but the preservation 
of peace and of human well-being. 


In the struggle for reason, for rationality in the world, we have many 
allies and potential friends today. Now we must sound out the common in- 
tellectual interests with those who advocate reason and rational action on 
other ideological bases. For one thing is sure: Only as much reason as 
rational men enforce will prevail in our time. The victory of reason, 
Brecht puts into the mouth of his Galilei, only is but a victory of rational 
men. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SUMMARIES OF OTHER MAJOR 'EINHEIT' ARTICLES 


Rast Berlin ELNHEIT in German Vol 35 No 4, Apr 80 signed to presse 13 Mar 80 
"Reaumes' addendum 


Socitaliat Planned Economy--Dynamic Process of Steady Improvement 


(Summary of article by Guenter Mittag, SED Politburo member and Central Com- 
mittee secretary for economic affaires; pp 345-355. A translation of this 
article is published under the heading, "SED Economics Chief Urges More Pro- 
ductive Investments," in a recent issue of EAST EUROPE REPORT: ECONOMIC AND 
INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS | 


[Text] Proceeding from its historic superiority, the 
socialist planned economy is being described as a pro- 
cess of steady improvement, with evidence adduced to 
ite being increasingly better able to develop the mod- 
ern productive forces and use them for the good of the 
people and to shape fundamental economic and social 
processes with prescience. It is being shown what 
current tasks we have to solve along with it. The 
focal point lies in achieving a much greater value 
growth from our available raw materials, making a 
better use of our material and intellectual potential, 
further consolidating our combines and improving our 
planning. 














Lenin's Socialism Concept--Theoretical Foundation of Our Efforts 





(Summary of article by Prof Dr Otto Reinhold, economist, member, SED Central 
Committee; rector, SED CC's Academy of Social Sciences; member, GDR Academy 
of Sciences; corresfonding member, USSR Academy of Sciences; member, EINHEIT 
editorial board; pp 356-362) 





[Text] A demonstration that the Leninist insights 
into the dialectical connection and the interchange 
between the socialist revolution in the various 
countries and the international struggle between 
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aocialiam and capitaliem are of particular 
relevance today and the dialectics of in- 
ternal and external development more and 

more turne into the key ieaue of the social- 
iat revolution. Conclusions resulting there- 
from for socialist and communist construction, 
eapecially the necessity to combine the ad- 
vantages of socialiem organically with the 
acientific-technical revolution. 


Central Lesue of Revolution 


(Summary of article by Dr Klaus Sorgenicht, department chief, SED Central 
Committee; member, GDR Council of State; pp 363-369) 


{Text] Without the dictatorship of the prolet- 
ariat, and without abolishing the old bourgeois 

state and establishing a new state in form and 
content, which can fulfill the task of political 
leadership in the conetruction of socialism, the 
socialist revolution cannot triumph. The creative 
app'‘cation of this Leninist insight by our party 

is !.monstrated with reference to practical politics. 
Understanding the power question as the key issue of 
the revolution today means strengthening the socialist 
state in every way. An explanation is provided for 
requirements derived therefrom and for tasks handled 
by the state organs. 


Party and People 


(Summary of article by Prof Dr Manfred Banaschak, department chief, SED 
Central Committee; EINHEIT chief editor; pp 370-378] 


[Text] By confronting the bourgeois distortions of 
the leadership role of the Marxist-Leninist party as 
“party dictatorship,” evidence is provided for that 
the workers class acts as the class in power precisely 
through its revolutionary party enforcing its interests 
as well as those of the other working people. What 
constitutes the vanguard's solidarity with life and 
with the masses? What consequences arise from the 
concrete analysis of the internal and external 
developmental conditions for the growing leadership 
role of the workers class and of its party in the 
ideological struggle? 
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Vital Force of Lenin's Peace Policy 


[Summary of article by Dr Guenter Kuehne and Dr Peter Stechmesser, political 
researchers, SED Central Committee; pp 379-386) 


[Text] What explaine the vitality of the Leniniat 
peace policy puraued by the USSR and the other 
countries in the socialist community, a policy 
providing all peace-loving and honest people in 

the struggles of precent times with confidence and 
optimism? Lessons from the 1970's for carrying on 
the struggle for permanent peace and detente. The 
massive counter-offensive by the most aggressive 
imperialist circles net detente and the peoples’ 
struggle. Socialieme’ active and realistic policy 
as being aimed against the arms race and imperialiem's 
moving toward confrontation. 


Lenin and the German Workers Movement 


(Summary of article by Prof Dr Guenter Hortzschansky, department chief, 
Inetitute for Marxism-Leninism, SED Central Committee; pp 387-393) 


{Text} Lenin always paid great attention to the 
revolutionary German workers movement. He regarded 
the revolutionary German leftists as sharing his 

own sentiments in the struggle against imperialism 
and opportunism. The decisive step the German 
revolutionaries took toward Leninism was the founding 
of the KPD which under Ernst Thaelmann's leadership 
developed as a ripe Leninist party and proved itself 
in struggle. On the new level of the revolutionary 
world process, and under SED leadership, Leninism 
found a firm homestead in the GDR, it being the 
sound foundation for its successful policy. 


Intensification--Basic Concept of National Economy's Production Growth 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Gerhard Schulz, director, Institute for 
Political Economy of Socialism, Academy of Social Sciences, SED Central 
Committee; chairman, Scientific Council for Political Economy of Socialism; 
pp 394-400] 


[Text] The qualitative change of the reproduction 
process into a primarily intensively expanded repro- 
duction requires especially under contemporary con- 
ditions new criteria for improving the quality, 
productivity and efficiency of production. Which 
objective economic laws must still more strongly 
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be taken into account for the conaiatent and com- 
prehensive use of all factora in economic growth? 
Which inferences should have to be drawn from the 
dialectica between the productive forces and the 
socialiat production relations to bring the ad- 
vantages of socialiat society still more effectively 
to bear? 


Socialiat Competition in Leniniet Spirit for Benefit of All 


(Summary of article by Dr Dieter Weger, economist, department chief, SED 
Frankfurt /Oder Bezirk Management; pp 401-406) 


[Text] Eneuring a dynamic performance and efficiency 
improvement for our economy places high demands on 
socialist competition. It is successful wherever it 
is conducted on the basis of the Leninist competition 
principles. Developing initiatives and creativity 
presupposes prudent political-ideological leadership 
work rich in ideas and calle for organizing and ef- 
fectively applying the effects the communists have as 
models. Good experiences in this are gathered in 

the campaign programs, as demonstrated by examples 
from the Oder Bezirk. 


Cooperation Councile--Proven Democratic Bodies 


(Summary of article by Rudi Lehmann, agricultural engineer, economist, 
chairman, agricultural producer cooperative (LPG/Plant Production), Oehna, 
Jueterbog Kreis; and Prof Dr Dieter Sachse, head, department for agricultural 
economics, Karl Marx Party College, SED Central Committee; pp 407-413] 


{Text} Through the principles for the work of the 
cooperation councils, issued as recommendations, 

new fields for action are opened up for socialist 
cooperation in our agriculture. They are important 
democratic bodies and embody a great social capacity 
for tapping further potentials for the intensification 
and rationalization of production. They encourage 

the deepening of socialist production relations in the 
countryside and help in still better bringing to bear 
the store of experiences and knowledge the cooperative 
farmers and workers have on economic performance im- 
provements and the development of social relations. 


Lenin's Legacy for Revolutionary Youth 


[Summary of article by Dr Wolfgang Herger, member, SED Central Committee; 
department chief in SED CC; pp 414-420] 











[Text] The SED and FD) consider V. I. Lenin's speech 
at the Third Comaomol Congress in 1920 a fundamental 
document for Marxiat-Leniniat youth policy. of 
particular and most relevant importance for the 
continued implementation of the youth policy line of 
the Ninth SED Congress and the 10th FDJ Parliament 
are Lenin's ideas about the relationship between the 
communists and youth and its political organization, 
about educating all young people in communist stead- 
fastness in all situations, and about youth and the 
acientific-technical revolution. 


Economic Crisis and Capitaliat Weltechmerz 


[Summary of article by Prof Dr Max Schmidt, director, GDR Inatitute for 
International Politics and Economics; chairman, Scientific Council for 
Research on Imperialiem; member, EINHEIT editorial board, pp 421-427) 


[Text] The special way in which the general crisis 
of capitaliem became intertwined with its cyclical crisis 
in the 1970's initiated a new phase in capitalist 
economic and social development marked by compounding 
processes of crisis that will be further aggravated 
in the 1980's. Bourgeois pessimism about future 
economic development reflects the inability of 
monopoly capital to oppose the exacerbation of 

crises by anything constructive, while it also is 

a method to deter the working people from the 

struggle for their vital interests. 











GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GERMAN ANALYSIS: DEVELOPMENT OF GDR HISTORLOGRAPHY 
Theory, Methodology 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV in German Vol 13 No 3, Mar 80 signed to press 
22 Feb 80 pp 260-271 


['Analyses and Reports’ feature article by Dr Guenther Heydemann, Institute 
for Societyand Science, Erlangen-Nuernberg University; as of 1 April 1980, 
research assistant to Professor Ruffman at the university's department for 
East European history and current history: "The Theory Boom in the GDR's 
Marxist-Leninist Historiography Since 1967: Causes--Development--Prospects." 
For translations of related information see items published under headings 
as indicated in the following JPRS issues of this series: "Nation Versus 
Nationality Concept Analyzed," 74590, 16 Nov 79, No 1738, pp 44-53 (includes 
references to other discussions of the subject by Prof Alfred Kosing et al); 
"Theoretical, Empirical Unity Needed in Historical Research," 72587, 9 Jan 
79, No 1632, pp 29-35; “Need to Improve History Studies Discussed," 69130, 
20 May 77, pp 47-50; and “Socialism Demands Awareness of History," 64422, 

27 Mar 75, pp 19-20) 


[Text] For years GDR historiography has been practicing abstinence in 
theoretical and methodological respects. That is why the GDR has time and 
time again found fault with its historians for their “theory deficit" or 
their "lack of interest in the theory and methodology of historical science."! 
For a few years, however, there has been a fundamental change here which is 
also being recognized by the SED. Since the eighth and ninth party congress 
historiographic lead articles in the GDR have meanwhile been paying tribute 
to the further development of theory and methodology in historical science.” 





What has brought this theoretical and methodological orchestration of 
Marxist-Leninist historiography about in the GDR? To isolate the various 
factors that caused this broadening, we shall--for heuristic reasons-- 
distinguish between factors that are internal or external to the GDR. An 
analysis undertaken in this fashion will show that factors external to the 
GDR, as e.g. the discussion within the FRG's science of history about 
theoretical and methodological problems at approximately the same stage, 
has contributed to the expansion and broadening of historical science 
theory and methodology in the GDR, by way of, and reinforcing, internal 
GDR factors. A model for the specific relationship between FRG historical 
science and GDR historiography could, in particular, be seen in this. 
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Ae it ia, Marxiet-Leniniat historical science in the GDR, in expanding 

and further developing ite theoretical and methodological historical saciene 
potential, has above all dealt with the concept of the economic society. 

So one will firat have to examine why GDR historiography has mainly dealt 
with this historical acience concept (or with the Marxiet-Leniniat theory 
on the formation of society), and for which reason this category especially 
offered itself for such a scientific implementation and specification. 

What hae to be taken into account as a matter of principle in this context 
is that the concept of economic society implies two functions: 


First it has a political-ideological function. It defines the place at 
which the overall social development of real socialist states in the 
historic and ongving process finds itself. That is usually pronounced at 
party congresses and is meant to give program guidance in projecting the 
political goal for further overall social development. There is a signi- 
fican difference, e.g., with regard to the political problems or, what 
interests ue here, the scientific consequences, for GDR socialism between 
the seventh party congress of 1967 and the eighth party congress of 1971 

to be defined as a "relatively independent long-term form of society." 

That kind of a formulation expresses a claim to a--relatively--independent 
development of the socialist society in the GDR within the matrix of the 
real socialist states as a whole. After 1971, however, when the power 
had passed from Ulbricht to Honecker, social development in the GDR was 
referred to as part of the overall socialism/communism development, which 
expressed a stronger integration within the —— — deve lopment 

in the USSR and the socialist neighboring states.” On the other hand-- 

and this is what our analysis will concentrate on--the category of the 
economic society implies a specific epistemological-methodological function 
for historical science in the GDR that will then have to scientifically 
elaborate historical epochs and phenomena. This functional component which 
embraces the whole spectrum of historical science theory and methodology 

is what is of interest to vs here. It no doubt is closely connected with 
the first-named functional factor. The political-ideological definition 
of economic society defining its overall social location directly affects 
the definition and use of the category as a historical scieneterm in Marxist- 
Leninist historiography and cannot be totally set apart, however much we 
need to confine ourselves to the second functional aspect of this component. 


By opening up and expanding the concept of economic society, wider possi- 
bilities of application no doubt result for GDR historiography--with regard 
to a broadening of its theoretical approach as well as to a more differen- 
tiated set of conceptual tools in historical science. At the same time, 
however, this development of the historical science theory and methods 
potential may also give rise to consequences which, not last in an ideological 
respect, may appear explosive for Marxist-Leninist historical science, its 
image of history and the application of historic knowledge and insights. 

These possible implications shall be summarized at the end of this article. 








[. Causes 
4) GDR-Internal or GDR-Specific Reasons 


Today's evidence indicates that the Seventh SED Congress in 1967 waa of 
decisive importance for the further development of historical science theory 
and methodology in the GDR. Their propagating the "developed social system 
of socialiem" (*ESS) reflected that they favored thinking in terms of system: 
Society was understood ase a total system with partial systems dependent on it. 
Science was thus defined ag a partial system, a “direct productive force” or 
a “main productive force."’ That closely connected with a revalorization 

of the sciences on the whole, even the social sciences, including Marxist- 
Leninist historical science. The party wanted to boost their sociopolitical 
and, especially, ideological efficiency. 


According to the SED's political strategy, historical science was to assume 
a central position as one of the most important Marxist-Leninist social 
sciences. A crucial rank was attributed to it in forming and developing 

a well founded socialist consciousness of history--as the foundation for 

a socialist national consciousness in the GDR. By elaborating and conveying 
that kind of a "qualified" image of history, Marxist-Leninist historiography 
in the GDR was to stimulate the active participation by the GDR citizens 

in the construction and consolidation of the GDR social system. 


As can be determined, statistically as it were, from the most important 
history journal of Marxist-Leninist bistoriography in the GDR, the ZEIT- 
SCHRIFT FUER GESCHICHTSWISSENSCHAFT,’ after the party congress a broad 
discussion ensued about the matter of socialist consciousness of history. 
Not last through the conception of the "developed social system of socialism" 
(*ESS) the great importance of the consciousness factor was made much of, 
time and time again, and a high social consciousness was declared to be 

the crucial criterion for socialist society-- compared with other social 
systems. By forming that kind of a qualified history or national con- 
sciousness ("subjective factor"),° GDR historic science, together with 
other Marxist-Leninist social sciences, was expected to meet the increasing 
needs of a further developing, highly industrialized socialist society. 

To quote a typical comment by Guenter Benser, coeditor of the ZEITSCHRIFT, 
from a 1968 article: “Saying the GDR is a highly developed industrial 
state with an efficient science, we must demonstrate it is also the case 

in the science of history."9 


What is decisive in this is that this discussion growing by leaps and bounds 
after the party congress had implications which started discussions and 
reflections on theory and methods problems in the GDR's Marxist-Leninist 
historiography that had hardly been developed up to that stage. More 

and more, genuine theoretical and methodological problems c to the fore-- 
a process clearly discernible by looking at the ZEITSCHRIFT. If a quali- 
fied historical or national consciousness was to be formed, the theoretical 
potential of historical science in Marxist-Leninist historiography likewise 





had to be qualified and reach an appropriate level--in view of the complex 
problems of German history against the explosive political background of 

two German states in existence. That alone could avoid an all too abstrac 
and frequently but inadequately concrete and concretized image of history. 


b) GDR-External Reasons 


In the discussion of the formation and consolidation of a qualified social- 
ist historical or national consciousness in the GDR, which started extensive 
deliberations by Marxist-Leninist historical science about its own theore- 
tical and methodological premises, the emphasis given the "subjective factor" 
now related not merely to the domestic policy aspect, that is to say, to 

the consideration that a developed socialist society essentially needed 
also a developed historical and social consciousness, but it also related 

to the foreign policy and ideological aspect that one had to counter the 
"intensified ideological diversion from the FRG's monopoly bourgeoisie"12-- 
in view of the worldwide conflict between socialism and imperialism--mainly 
by a qualified social and historically based consciousness, in other words, 
not last against the background of the conflict between the systems, more 
thought also was called for on theoretical and methodological problems. 


But the time context also had something to do with it directly. As far 

as the foreign aspect of such a socialist (historical) consciousness was 
concerned, according to SED target objectives--in view of the newly defined 
functional assignment for Marxist-Leninist historical science in the GDR--, 
the crucial political factor underlying it mainly was the change of direction 
in the Germany policy and Ostpolitik taken by the Great Coalition since 1966, 
which indicated to the party there was a need for a qualified socialist 
historical or national consciousness, not last against the background of 
political developments in the CSSR up to August 1968 in Prague, which the 
SED had looked at with growing mistrust. The defensive and immunizing 
function of a qualified 4ictorical or national consciousness had to be all 
the more important if to avoid or compensate thereby a possibly stronger 

FRG political influence on the GDR and its population or the sparks from 

the events in the cssr.13 


Under those political auspices, the SED, circa since the mid-1960's, was 
bound to find especially dangerous the emergence of science theories from 
the West on the problems of industrial societies such as the “theory on 
industrial society" or the “convergency theory." The party could erect no 
bars to the risk of ideological diversion—above and beyond the specific 
science area. These pervasive fears found their expression in fierce 
assaults and attempts at turning those theories off. Among the ideologically 
explosive theories they then also included the theory on the "formed so- 
ciety" which the then FRG Chancellor Erhard had brought up for discussion in 
1965, or, as they would put it--"refined totalitarian doctrines" in poli- 
tical science and héstorieg) science as well as the peace research which 
had started at that stage. The bone of contention mainly was that most 

of these theories regarded as the decisive feature in both the Western 
democratic and the real socialist social systems not their constitutionality 
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but their industrial structure or degree of industrializat‘on. Typical of 
ic ie a statement by the Marxist philosopher Hane Schulze of the GDR, whose 
article wae printed in the ZEITSCHFRIFT: "The socialist social order, from 
the vantage point of those theories, appears not as a higher stage in the 
social development of mankind that inevitably follows after capitalism 

but as one coup only among certain possible conditions of indusatrialization 
in a country." 5 The secondary place value always attributed to any con- 
stitutionality was bound to place in doubt the socialist social system's 
claim to legitimacy. 


Another element having much to do with it entered here as well. There were 
some partial Marxist elements or points of approach that had entered the 
theories referred to, and so, while they were forced in the GDR to recognize 
the theory on the industrial society as the "most important anti-Narxist 
conception in modern bourgeois social doctrine," the simultaneous use of 
Marxist approaches in and by these theories had to make the risk of ideo- 
logical diversion appear all the stronger because the party thereby found 
itself attacked in its own perception as the guardian, custodian and sole 
legitimate interpreter of Marxism-Leninism. And the reaction to it was 
typically allergic, as indicated in an article by a historian at Humboldt 
University, Berlin: "Of crucial methodological importance is the despo- 
liation and falsification of Marxism, either by direct borrowings from 
Karl Marx (alienation concept) or by a reception given to already vulgar- 
ized ideas of Marxism,"!6 


As a factor of considerable consequence to the further development of 
Marxist-Leninist historical theory and methodology in the GDR there then 
also was a steadily expanding theoretical and methodological discussion 
since the mid-1960's in FRG historical science to which the Marxist-Leninist 
historical science in the GDR paid utmost attention.’ A major aspect 

of the historical science discussion in the FRG was the search for possi- 
bilities for including and using sociological, economic and political 
science theories and methods in historiography. 1! That, however, was 
something the Marxist-Leninist historical science in the GDR would, in a 
one-sided manner, regard as an attempt at refined ideological diversion 

in the social science and especially historical science field and disparage 
it accordingly. 19 Behind it they suspected an intention by FRG historical 
science ideologically to undermine, by means of more flexible historio- 
graphic theories and methods, the image of history in the GDR--and thus 

the historical consciousness of the people living in the GDR. Against that 
background, Marxist-Leninist historiography often ignored--or chose to 
ignore--that the historical science discussion in the FRG first and foremost 
sprang from its own discontent about an apparently no longer adequate 
historical science theory and methods potential there and, above and beyond 
that, from a penetrating insecurity engendered by various Land public worship 
and education ministries which, by reducing and partly even abolishing 
history as a subject in school, placed in doubt the existence of historical 
science itself, which in turn gave rise to new deliberations about the task 
and function of historical science in a libertarian-pluralistic society. 
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Yet above all it was in a specifically scientific respect that Marxist- 
Leninist historical science in the GDR found a special challenge in the 
efforts by FRG historical science to include more sociological, economic 
and political science theorles and methods in historical science analysis 
and presentation, as well as in the discussion of the structure concept. 
After all, up to then Marxist historiography was certainly in the position 
to raise the claim of having always dealt with problems in social and 
economic history and to have gained a certain headstart over the so-called 
"bourgeois historical science." The specific possibilities in historical 
science arising from the discussion in FRG historical science of being able 
to account for historical phenomena by a more sophisticated theoretical 
and methodological technique therefore had to appear as competition to 

GDR historical 6. iencg in a field in which it had considered itself fully 
in charge up to then. 


By way of summary, this may be said: Because of the internal and external 
factors referred to above, GDR historical science found it necessary to 
develop its theoretical and methodological techniques in historical science 
to engage effectively, in ideological-political as well as scientific 
respects, in its confrontation with FRG historiography--for the purpose of 
forming a qualified historical or national consciousness. Thus almost all 
contributions were asking for “raising the theoretical level" of historical 
science studies. It alone could achieve the forming of a well founded 
socialist historical or national consciousness and confront the ideological 
diversion from the West--mainly the FRG. By further developing Marxism- 
Leninism, one should thus elaborate "the most effective methods possible 
for exploring the social processes . "22 


Meanwhile it is also being demonstrated institutionally how seriously GDR 
historical science is concerned with the theory and methods discussion in 

FRG historiography. The first annual conference (March 1978) of a newly 

set up specialized commission, for the "theory, methodology and history of 
historical science," far from dealing with the problems of their own 
historical theory and methodology, put the following topic on its agenda: 

"On the current developmental tendencies in bourgeois historical theory and 
methodology--analysis, critique, inferences for an aggressive confrontation." 
Eighty professional historians took part in that conference. 3 


II. Development 
Breaking down and rendering precise the concept of economic society. 


Interesting is how Marxist-Leninist historical science in the “ ' «if 
justifies the more intense discussion of the category of econc yo tyes 


In the second half of the 1960's, the Soviet Union had already gathered ex- 
periences "in combining socialism with the scientific-technical revolution 
and in the further development of socialist society with respect to creating 
the material-technical and cultural base of communism,"“* which had con- 
tributed new aspects to the category of economic society. 
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Additional problems furthermore had arisen for the Marxist-Leninist theory 
on society formation from the transition by some other socialist countries 
to a new period that was, in substance, called by the Marxist-Leninist 
parties in those states and also by the SED that of shaping the developed 
socialist society, 26 


And then there was the "intensification of the conflict with imperialism, "2/ 


Mainly due to this "social development and its theoretical experiences," 
maintained to be objective, 28 the "category of society formation had clearly 
gained in weight (Author: its own), . . . lost independence and become a 
problem. "2 


It is worth noting in this listing of reasons for the intensification of 

the discussion by GDR historical science about the category of economic 
society formation that internal factors are referred to principally .30 
External factors, however, are referred to in a cavalier fashion, even though 
they were not insignificant in contributing to the development of Marxist- 
Leninist historical theory and methodology. How important, in any event, 
external factors were or are actually in this development, shines through 
statements such as that the category of economic society formation was of 
growing relevance mainly because it constituted "the fulcrum, as it were, 

for the materialist conception of history"! and thus stood diametrically 
opposed to the theory on the industrial society, the "“anti-category for the 
economic form of society." 2 This should have to be emphasized all the 

more emphatically because the theory on the industrial society was "con- 
ceived by means of seeming and part ty even actual borrowings from the 
materialist conception of history." This much about how the GDR historical 
science looks at where the problem with the concept of the economic society 
formation now stands. 


Now a word about how Marxist-Leninist historiography itself has implemented 
the concept and rendered it more precise. Here one should briefly touch on 
the question for which reasons (1) the category of the economic society 
offered itself to and was found suitable by GDR Marxist-Leninist historical 
science for expanding and refining its theoretical, methodological and 
conceptual potential in historical science; and then (2) which specific 
epistemological and methodological-practical functions the concept is 
supposed to perform in being applied to all of history by the Marxist- 
Leninist historiography. 


On point one: 


The Marxist-Leninist category of economic society is indeed "the key for 

a scientific analysis” in historical materialism. The historical science 
concept derived by Marx from his analysis of 19th century capitalist society, 
it is the "maximal concretum" (Hubert Laitko) in the set of conceptual tools 
altogether that historical materialism is using. 
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At the same time the category of economic society implies the essence 

of the axiomatic mode of thinking about history in Marxism-Leninism, in 
ideological-political as well as scientific respects. This provides equal 
ideological-political and scientific sanction to the concept, because "Marx 
and Engels by this concept summarized their conception to the effect that 
the history of human society proceeds in accordance with objective laws, 
like a natural science process. The economic forms of society are the 
qualitatively differentiated developmental steps in this natural science 
process." 


By Lenin's extended application of that category of Marx' GDR historical 
science also takes the epistemological quality of the concept gor proven 
in terms of actence history, and thus takes it as legitimate. 


Finally the concept also entails the "prognosis for the social developmental 
perspective derived from the understanding of the laws of motion and struc- 
ture in history thus far."37 The scientific quality of the category of 
economic society lies in its specific ambivalence in that it can be applied 
to the process of history--as it has been derived from it--and also can 
project the terminal goal in the Marxist-Leninist concept of history. 
Thereby also the concept of economic society demonstrates its multi- 
dimensional functionality that then transcends its exclusively scientific 
application. 


On point two: 


With respect to history theory, the category of economic society--in 

being applied to all of history--seems predestined for Marxist-Leninist 
historiography mainly because it embraces the formation analysis28® of 
historic-social systems as well as the periodization in the process of history .29 


As the key category of histurical materialism, the concept of economic so- 
ciety implies all other materialist historical science concepts such as 
base, superstructure, productive forces, production relations and so forth. 


With reference to Marx, Engels and Lenin, the point is made that the category 
of economic society should "by no means be conceived as an automatically 
deducible universal formula," but that the concept rather held "a methodo- 
logical key function for explaining all other social orders and epochs.' 


If all the contents and functions of the concepts adduced up to this point 
are summarized, this is what we get: The possibility for broadening and 
making more operative the concept of economic society by Marxist-Leninist 
historiography in the GDR has its basis mainly in rendering this category 
legitimate in ideological-political, science historical, epistemological 

and methodological-practical terms. The ideological buttressing of the 
concept especially permits a more flexible application to history as a 

whole and thereby provides historical science research with a wider frequency 
range. In terms of practical research, the concept of economic society can 
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prove its categorical quality by being applicable to all epochs of history 
while it also accounts for and includes any specific historical structures 
(e.g., national, political, economic, social and regional in kind). The 
variable application possibility of the category of economic society is 
made eho yedeoe use of in the GDR, again with reference to the classic 
authors. 


Wolfgang Kuettler, now probably the most important historian in the GDR and 
the successor to Ernet Engelberg, distinguishes among six different methods 
of research that are methodologically feasible by means of the category of 
economic society: 


The stadium-type of analysis. It means examining the total structure of a 
given society under the proviso of a previously established general character 
of formation in ite developmental etages, the successive stages. 


Determination formation as tendency analysis. Here the ripened conditions 
of society formation become the guidance structure for the analysis, and 
the examination of heterogeneous conditions is placed in relation to the 
premise of total maturation. 


Trend and contrasting structure analysis of elements alien in origin to 

the formation process, i.e., specific analysis of the system that historically 
preceded the one prevailing, and of conditions that have survived from 
previous entities. 


Structural-genetic analysis. This amounts to an analytical reproduction of 
the real process of formation in the unity of totality and heterogeneity. 
The premise here is that the form of society is in power, and ite totality 
is looked at under the aspect of its maturation. What one examines here 

is the concrete enforcement of this form of society with its variety of 
structural and developmental elements. (Practically, this involves a 
combined application of methods one and three). 


The method for internal formational typology. This is a comparative analysis 
of the concrete-historic types of development by a form of society in 
various countries and regions. 


An independent analysis of the superstructure and the base-superstructure 
relations, which comes closely combined with all previously mentioned re- 
search procedures with respect to an enntgete of the ideological, political 
and juridical phenomena and institutions. 


Ill. Perspectives 


Breaking down the category in this manner no doubt provides historical 
science research in the GDR with flexibility and elasticity. One must, 
however, not ignore a consequence also resulting from this: In scientific 
terms, the theoretical, methodological and conceptual sets of historical 
science tools used by Marxist-Leninist historiography in the GDR are no 
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doubt enriched and broadened, but looked at from the political-ideological 
vantage point, a relativiem has come into it that ought not to be under- 
rated. That i# true in particular of the category of inevitability as 

an essential axiom in the Marxist-Leninist conception of history. 


The fact is that the ideological-political as well as the historical science 
assumption of an inevitable sequence of economic societies throughout the 
process of history becomes largely relative if the concept of economic 
society is eo much qualified in being applied to history as a whole that 

all social systems historically in existence thus far including any given 
historic complexity, heterogeneity and diversity of theirs also are to be 
accounted for thereby. Then it seema very hard still to establish and ex- 
plain any inevitable connection in the sequence of the various economic 
societies. 


It is doubtful whether any specification and functionalization of this 
basic historical science concept, which was so much propelled forward 

by historical science theory-making, can in ideological terms be translated 
without complication into practical historical science research. Up to 

now in any event it cannot yet be observed that practical historic research 
in the GDR has transposed this theoretical approach and such expanded sets 
of conceptual tools into concrete individual empirical research--even if 
one still has to wait and see what will happen. Under the assumption 

that such a transformation into practical historical science research 
actually is not intended, the possibility must be considered that historical 
science theory and methodology in the GDR, currently no doubt at a high 
level--nationally as well as internationally--, is meant to function as 
shingles for the performance standarde of Marxist-Leninist historiography 
in the GDR and to prove Marxist historical science is, or certainly can be, 
most flexible--though practical historical research and history propaganda 
remain, or are supposed to remain, essentially untouched by it. 


What we have wanted to sho here is that the increased efforts made about 
theory and methodology in the Marxist-Leninist historiography of the GDR, 
witnessed for circa 10 years, is not only the result of a specifically 
internal development of the historical sciences in the GDR but also a 
reaction to the development of Western theories on the industrial society 
and to the further development of historical science theory and methodology 
in the FRG, which took place there in the late 1960's against the background 
of what Theodor Schieder apostrophized as the "third large discussion of 
principles" when it was going on. The steadily presented and mainly 
ideologically motivated rejection the Marxist-Leninist historical science 
gave to the historical science designs in theory, methodology and concepts 
coming out of that discussion in FRG historical science shows that the 
Marxist-Leninist historiographers in the GDR paid utmost attention to the 
historical gcience theory and methodology discussions in the FRG, and that 
precisely the vehement criticism by Marxist historical science in the GDR 
of the new theoretical and methodological approaches to FRG historical 
science is indicative of how relevant it actually was to the Marxist- 
Leninist historical science in the GDR. 
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Irrespective of the factors that caused this development, as presente! in 
the above, it turns out that Marxist-Leninist historiography cannot eschew 
either an elaboration of new theoretical and methodological approaches or 
the implementation of its own historical science conceptual tools. Despite 
their complete difference in starting positions from those of the historical 
science in the FRG, it becomes clear the scientific problems in conceptual- 
izing and presenting historical totality as undertaken by Marxist-Leninist 
historiography are analogous in epistemological terms. In the historical 
aciences of the two German states a sort of parallel evolution has taken 
place~-at least in this field--and has not been exactly independent of one 
another. It is a bilateral development thas. as it were, challenges a 
dialog for the historians from both sides. And not only scientific reasons 
and motives would advocate engaging in one. 


FOOTNOTES 


1. That this was, not last, a result of repeated SED interference in 
historical science itself, on account of which GDR historians were 
not much inclined for many years to keep working in the ideologically 
rather risky field of historical theory, ought not to be overlooked in 
this connection. Unfortunately, the FRG has not yet prepared a compre- 
hensive analysis of the fluctuating relationship between the SED and 
historical science in the GDR. On the theory deficit bewailed by the 
party, see, e.g., “The Improvement of Historical Science Research and 
Teaching in the GDR," ZEITSCHRIFT FUER GESCHICHTSWISSENSCHAFT [henceforth 
referred to as ZEITSCHRIFT], Vol 3 No 4, 1955, pp 507-527, especially 
p 513, and Walter Ulbricht's speech at the second Central Committee 
plenum, "Explaining the Theses on the 1918 November Revolution," 
ZEITSCHRIFT, 1978, special issue, pp 28-54, who repeatedly pointed to 
there being a deficient theoretical foundation for historical research 
in the GDR. 


2. Cf. Ernst Diehl, Walter Wimmer and Fritz Zimmermann, “Experiences and 
Requirements--On the Work of the Party Historians in Implementation of 
the Eighth SED Congress Resolutions," BEITRAEGE ZUR GESCHICHTE DER 
ARBEITERBEWEGUNG, Vol 14, No 3, 1972, pp 355-370, particularly p 359. 


3. Cf. Hans Lades, "On the Function of the "Developed Social System of 
Socialism’ in the GDR," ‘Policy and Current History’ Supplement of 
PARLAMENT, B, 6/1971. 


4. For this reorientation, cf. Ulrich Neuhaeusser-Wespy, "The SED and 
History--Problems and Aspects in the Current Reorientation by GDR 
Historical Science," Ibid., B 41/1976. 


5. Cf&. the extensive study by the Institute for Society and Science, 
Erlangen-Nuernberg University, Hans Lades and Clemens Burrichter, eds., 
"Produktivkraft Wissenschaft. Sozialistische Sozialwissenschaften in der 
DDR" (Science as Productive Force--Socialist Social Sciences in the 
GDR), Hamburg, 1970. The conception of the developed social system 
of socialism, and thus of the role and function of the sciences, also 
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12. 
13, 





has to be seen in connection with the discussion on the "“sctientific- 
technical revolution" that got started in the late 1950's, and not 

only in the GDR, and sought to redefine the relation between science 

and society. On the scientific-technical revolution discussion and 

the GDR's prevalent understanding of science, cf. Hans-Joachim Mueller, 
"Determinants and Criteria for the GDR's Prevalent Understanding of 
Science," "Das Wissenschaftesystem in der DDR" (The System of Sciences 

in the GDR), published by the Institute for Society and Science, Erlangen- 
Nuernberg University, Erlangen, 1977, pp 15 ff. 


Frank Reuter, "Geschichtsbewusstsein in der DDR. Programm und Aktion" 
(Historical Consciousness in the GDR--Program and Action), Cologne, 1973. 


The articies on these problems increasing by leaps and bounds since the 
1967 volume of ZEITSCHRIFT attest to that fact. Cited in the following 
as needs demand. 


A typical article is Hans-Juergen Friederici, “Historical Science and 
Historical Consciousness," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 16, No 2, 1968, pp 198-201. 
The term “subjective factor" is a constant in the discussion. 


G. Benser, "Discussion--Historical Consciousness," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 16, 
No 9, 1968, pp 1227-1229, particularly p 1228. 


Cf. H.-J. Priederici, op. cit. (footnote 8), p 199: "Under these con- 
ditions the role of supplying knowledge and experiences, the role of 
theory, is increasing." 


Thus in the GDR they are again and again reiterating the demand for 
making the image of history more concrete. The classical reference here 
is the lead article written by Horst Bartel and Walter Schmidt after the 
Eighth SED Congress for Marxist-Leninist historical science; cf. H. 
Bartel and W. Schmidt, “New Problems in the GDR's Historical Science-- 
On the Analysis Thus Far of the Eighth SED Congress by the Historians," 
Vol 20, No 7, 1972, pp 797 ff: "Grasping the world historically--that 
is no empty formula, no abstract thesis devoid of concrete historic 
vitality, because the scientific picture of the world is meant to shape 
men's conduct. That calls for a real idea of the course of history in 
its essential features. Part of that is that one has appropriated one- 
self this history with all its contradictions and conflicts, with its 
drama, and with the struggles, defeats and victories of the progressive 
classes. The image of history is not a sum total of abstract theoretical 
formulas. Part of an image of history is being knowledgeable about the 
inevitable developmental process of society in its concreteness" (p 810). 


H.-J. Friederici, op. cit. (footnote 8), p 198. 
How, e.g., the events of Prague and the presentation of new science 


theories are seen as uniform results of imperialist diversionary designs 
is demonstrated in an article by Ernst Engelberg, the thus far leading 
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14, 


15. 


16. 


history theoretician and methodologist in the GDR. Cf. E. Engelberg, 
"Party-mindedness and Objectivity in Historical Science," ZEITSCHRIFT, 
Vol 17, No 1/2, 1969, pp 74-79. A few excerpts from it: "Bepecitally 

in connection with the events in the CSSR one could see the great danger 
in the so-called new Ostpolitik. It has turned out to be the center- 
piece of psychological warfare systematically prepared by the general 
staff. . . So dangerous thus ie PRG imperialiem.” (p 74); "We can-- 

as we said--by no means be indifferent to the clase struggle in the 

era of transition from capitalism to socialiem and in view of FRG 
imperialiem, which in recent months and weeks has made apparent to us 
how dangerous it is. Wanting to further develop the developed socialist 
system of socialism while ignoring the imperialist class enemy to the 
west of our fatherland is a theoretical and practical impossibility." 

(p 75); “Sliding off from the class standpoint often begins innocuously 
enough, by adapting to one fashionable theory or another, perhaps only 
by taking over terms stemming from a non-Marxist theory or methodology 
that is alien to history." (p 79). 


Cf. the following articles: Guenter Rose, "On the Genesis and Function 
of the ‘Industrial Society,’ ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 16, No 1, 1976, pp 20-45; 
Hane Schulze, "The Misuse of Prognosis in FRG Historiography," ZEIT- 
SCHRIFT, Vol 16, No 2, 1968, pp 151-164 (Schulze in his article also 
deals with the theory on the "formed society"; that theory also is seen 
as a massive design in ideological diversion against the GDR). Further- 
more, Guenter Benser and Manfred Teresiak, “New Tendencies in FRG 
Historiography on the GDR," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 17, No 8, 1969, pp 1034- 
1061: “It can be shown that in a whole number of cases new variants 

of the imperialist policy against the GDR were prepared by new evalua- 
tions and conclusions in historical and political journalism." (p 1034, 
with many other statements similar in kind throughout the whole article). 
Explicitly a big point is made about the danger of diversion from the 
new Ostpolitik, more sophisticated totalitarian doctrines and the con- 
vergency theory. Similar points also in Dieter Fricke, "Peace Research 
in the FRG--Its Role and Function in the Conflict Between Socialism and 
Imperialism," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 19 No 5, 1971, pp 597-626. 


H. Schulze, "The Misuse .. .," op. cit. (footnote 14), p 253. 


Guenther Rose, op. cit. (footnote 14), Vol 15, No 1, 1967, pp 20-43, 
particularly pp 21 f. Cp. also pp 33 f: ". . . the theory on the 
‘industrial society’ gained predominant importance in bourgeois philo- 
sophy of history and historiography, in sociology, economics and 
political science and became the most important counter-conception to 
socialism, to Marxism-Leninism. ... The concepts ‘industrial society’ 
(as a structural concept) and ‘industrial age’ (as a concept for a 
period in history) have moved up to becoming the central categories in 
modern bourgeois social doctrine. Along with its ideological function 
as an imperialist surrogate perspective and as the basic conception in 
modern apologetics, it fulfills a number of practical functions in the 
overall system of the ruling state monopoly capitalisr. It forms the 
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17. 


18, 


19, 


20. 





theoretical foundation for the programming of economic processes, the 
transformation of governmental techniques of modern imperialiem (and 
that mainly in the form of the convergency theory and a similar theory 
on the ‘erosion of the East Bloc’) and an imperialist strategy and 
tactics conceived over long range vis-a-vis the socialist world, 
especially vis-a-vis the socialist states of Europe." There is an 
article by Erhard Albrecht, "The Apologetic Function of the ‘Theory’ 

on the Industrial Society" WISSENSCHAFTLICHE ZEITSCHRIFT of the Ernst- 
Moritz-Arndt University, Greifewald, No 16, 1968, Social and Linguistic 
Science Series No 1/2, pp 15-22, that summarizes the elements of those 
theories that are dangerous for the GDR's social system as in a concave 
mirror. Cp. p 15: “Such a theory totally ignores the qualitative dif- 
ference bet.veen capitalism and socialism, however, whereby it denies 
that social development proceeds under objective inevitabilities." 

P 16: “The ideologists of the industrial society also combine with 
their theory the conception of an increasing deideologization."” P 19: 
"Theories like ‘industrial society,’ ‘managerial society,’ ‘future 
society,’ ‘humanistic society of satisfied existence,’ and others 

turn out to be apologetics for capital." 


In contrast to FRG historical science, which for years took hardly any 
serious note of the Marxist-Leninist historical science in the GDR, 

GDR historical science has always paid utmost attention to the develop- 
ment of FRG historical science. This is especially true of the 
theoretical and methodological domains. 


Note the figure of speech of “history as a historical social science" 
(Wehler) or concepts like “societal history," “social history," and 
so forth, which were coined in the discussion at the time and suggest 
the stronger thrust toward historical research in social and economic 
history. 


This view is encountered almost everywhere in Marxist historiography; 
cf. G. Benser and M. Teresiak, "New Tendencies .. .," op. cit. (foot- 
note 14), pp 1059 ff; or Wolfgang Kuettler and Gerhard Lozek, "The 
Historic Inevitability in Society Formation as a Dialectic of Event, 
Structure and Development," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 18, No 9, 1970, pp 1117- 
1145, especially pp 1118 f and 1145. 


Cf. W. Kuettler and G. Lozek, op. cit. (footnote 19), pp 1118 f: 

"These tendencies, irrespective of all bourgeois criticism of ideology, 
lastingly affect the development of the bourgeois ‘social sciences,' 
and certainly also of bourgeois historiography. The integration pro- 
cess which is proceeding also within the bourgeois ‘social sciences’ 
comes thereby under considerable strain and is being politicized in 

the reactionary sense. Much like other disciplines, historiography is 
marked by an increasing correlation with the total system of bourgeois 
ideology." 
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22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 





G. Benser and M. Teresiak, "New Tendencies .. .," op. cit. (footnote 19), 
p 1061; this ia combined with the recommendation to take for a model the 
exemplary handling of historical materialiem instilled by SED documenta" 
(Ibid.). 


W. Kuettler and G. Lozek, "The Historic Inevitability . . .," op. cit. 
(footnote 19), p 1118; see also p 1119: "From the practical social 
requirements in the developed social system of socialism as well as from 
the intensified conflict with the imperialist system, Marxist-Leninist 
historical science derives its task to explore the complex and concrete 
developmental process of human society and the laws on which it is based 
from the aspect of thinking in terms of historic systems." (That state- 
ment also is typical of the time up to the Eighth SED Congress and the 
power change from Ulbricht to Honecker; while they were propagating the 
developed social system of socialism they were also making a great deal 
of thinking in terms of systems.) The same article by Kuettler and 
Lozek was reprinted after the Eighth SED Congress in the volume entitled 
"Probleme der marxistischen Geschichtswissenschaft" (Problems of Marxist 
Historical Science) which Engelberg had published, but the concepts of 
systems theory were by and large removed from it. Cf. Gerhard Brendler 
and Wolfgang Kuettler, "The Unity of Socialism and Communism and the 
Historical Analysis of Economic Forms of Society," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 21, 
No 1, 1973, pp 5-30: "Kurt Hager has pointed out that an inadequate 
application of systems theory undermines in a positivistic sense the 
socioeconomic and class-relevant content of socialism--and that also 
applies to other historic phenomena. And that precisely is what modern 
anticommunism is counting on with its various flexible variants, es- 
pecially with the conception of the modern industrial society, by which 
they are actually attempting a design to counter the Marxist-Leninist 
social and historical theory" (pp 13 f). 


"Developmental Tendencies in the Bourgeois Theory and Methodology of 
History," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 26, No 10, 1978, pp 916 f€. 


G. Brendler and W. Kuettler, "The Unity of Socialism and Communism... .," 
op. cit. (footnote 22), p 8. 


And indeed, the discussion in the USSR of the category of the economic 
society seems to have made its mark on the discussion in the historical 
sciences in the GDR. At least initially the Soviet discussion may have 
had a guideline function for Marxist-Leninist historiography in 

the GDR. This one can mainly tell from Kuettner's citing the Soviet 
literature. In spite of that, the theoretical and methodological dis- 
cussion of the concept of economic society seems to have come up, at 
least, to the level of the Soviet historical science discussion, or 
might even have surpassed it in the GDR. 


G. Brendler and W. Kuettler, "The Unity . . .," op. cit. (footnote 24), 
p 8. 


Ibid. 
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28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 
33. 
34, 
35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


40. 





Ibid, 


Ibid., p 19. By way of affirmation, there comes then the additional 
remark: "This of course not as an ‘automotion of the concept’ but as 
the theoretical-ideological reflection of social developments." 


This being so, the weight of internal factors for the further develop- 
ment of theory and methodology in historical science ought not to be 
slighted by any means. 


G. Brendler and W. Kuettler, "The Unity . . .," op. cit. (footnote 24), 
p 6. 


Ibid., p 15. 
Ibid. 

Ibid., p 7. 
Ibid., p 6. 


How Lenin adopted and applied the concept of Marx and the problems that 
went with it--Marx had gained the concept by his analysis of industri- 
alization in England, whereas Lenin applied it to the still hardly in- 
dustrialized tsarist Russia--can be found well explained in Wolfgang 
Kuettler, "Theoretical Foundations and Methods in the Historic Analysis 
of Forms of Society," DEUTSCHE ZEITSCHRIFT FUER PHILOSOPHIE, Vol 24, 
1976, pp 1079-1093, especially pp 1082 ff. 


G. Brendler and W. Kuettler, "The Unity ... ," op. cit. (footnote 24), 
p 7. 


Cf. Kuettler's definition for it: "Historical formation analysis that 
can be carried out both as an analysis of overlapping epochs and in 
the form of regional investigations for specific countries means, in 
contradistinction to general analyses, a theoretical-systematic form- 
ation analysis of concrete space-time investigations of economic 
society formation." W. Kuettler, "Theoretical Foundations. . ., 
op. cit. (footnote 36), p 1801. 


Cf. Wolfgang Kuettler, "On the Question of Methodological Criteria for 
Historic Formation Determination," ZEITSCHRIFT, Vol 22, No 10, 1974, 
pp 1029-1048, where it is stated, on p 1032: "Society formation is 
not only the basic category for the structural and developmental co- 
hesion of society, but it is at the same time also the supreme perio- 
ization concept." 


W. Kuettler, "Theoretical Foundations . . .," op. cit. (footnote 36), 
p 1080. 
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41, Cf. the article by Wolfgang Eichhorn I and Klaus-Peter Florian, "Dia- 
lecticsa and Historical Process--About the Questions Discussing the Se- 
quence of Society Formations," DEUTSCHE ZEITSCHRIFT FUER PHILOSOPHIE, 
Vol 27, No 3, 1979, pp 277-278. 


42. Cf, W. Kuettler, "Theoretical Foundations .. .," loc. cit. (footnote 
36), pp 1091 f. 


43. That this dialog about these problems has already taken place and has 
proven of benefit for the historians in both the FRG and the GDR is 
shown in the report by Karl-Georg Faber, "The Will and the Historical 
Laws--A Colloquy in East Berlin: A Free Discourse Among Theoreticians 
of History," FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, 21 June 1979, p 21, on the 
occasion of Ernst Engelberg's 70th birthday. 


East, West German 4 aches 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV in German Vol 9 No 4, Apr 76 signed to press 
1 Apr 76 pp 391-398 


['Analyses and Reports’ feature article by Dr Klaus Goebel, lecturer, Ruhr 
Pedagogical College, Dortmund branch: "Two Kinds of Historiography and One 
German History? Examples of History Research in the FRG and GDR." For 
information on MEGA, the Complete Collected Works of Marx-Engels, referreed 
to in footnotes 3 and 4 below, see the following JPRS issues of this series: 
66241, 28 Nov 75, No 1164, pp 51-56; 65924, 14 Oct 75, No 1146, pp 4-8; and 
67420, 8 Jun 76, No 1251, pp 5-13] 


[Text] GDR historiography, as Andreas Dorpalen has explained, ! in purpose 
and method, follows the principles of dialectic and historical materialism. 
FRG historiography, on the other hand, is more like a workshop using the 

most diverse artists, materials and techniques with the aim of opening up, 
representing and interpreting the past. FRG scholarship is committed to no 
obligatory political theory, even if it has to be admitted that some develop- 
ments in the FRG cannot be explained, it seems, without consideration for 
societal determinants. Georg G. Iggers has not been afraid to be candid 
about that. 


In the essay mentioned above Dorpalen emphasizes that the historians in the 
GDR exercise certain sociopolitical functions. They include the task, for 
example, to elaborate a democratic tradition for the young state that did 

not only get started in 1945 or 1949. As components of such a democratic- 
revolutionary tradition they have thus given prominence to the medieval 
peasant revolts, the Reformation and the Peasants’ War of the first quarter 
of the 16th century, the wars of liberation in the Napoleonic age, the 
1848/49 revolution and the 1918/19 revolution. Added to this is the develop- 
mental process of the socialist labor movement. This is the tradition 
wherein the GDR finds its historic legitimacy. 
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That, above and beyond this, all the "rest" of history also is subject to 

the Marxist point of view is obvious, The inevitable development toward 
communist society is shown to be inherent to the course of history, and SED 
policy is given justification by means of historiography. In this context 

then historiography assumes a political role, which has often enough been under- 
scored at SED party congresses and mentioned in party resolutions issued there. 


Are there then in these two worlds on either side of the Elbe still points of 
contact, or points in common, in historiography? Three different subject 
areas shall be presented in the following which will demonstrate the develop- 
ment of research on the GDR in the FRG, the "“border-crossing" aspect of a 
branch of scholarship steeped in tradition, and the different way in which 

a shared fact of German history can be analyzed, while the other kind of 
historiography, consciously or um ciously, always persists in exercising 
some influence on it. 


GDR MarxEngels Research in West Germany 


The scholarly presentation of and research on the two "classic authors" 

of Marxism, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, is one of the supreme objectives 
of GDR historians altogether. Rigid organization guarantees the greatest 
efficiency here. It is not this professor at a university or that lecturer 

at a college who would, arbitrarily, as it were, hand out a doctoral disserta- 
tion topic in response to any available interests or inclinations. Rather, 
Marx and Engels research is, to all intents and purposes, being centralized 
and planned in the Institute for Marxism-Leninism (IML) under the SED's 
Central Committee. It is set up on the model of the CPSU Central Committee 
Institute that goes by the same name. It employs numerous associates in 
several departments and has, among other things, large manuscript archives. 
Both institutes together Jare publishing — historic-critical edition of the 
complete works of Marx and Engels (MEGA)4 which has been under careful prepara- 
tion for years, while the edition of the "Werke" (Works, MEW), which is not a 
complete edition and comes ouc in blue volumes, > is the responsibility of the 
Moscow institute alone. That edition was completed in 1968. Of MEGA, after 

a sample volume had been previously published, the first volumes of what is 
expected to become a 100-volume set were published in 1975. 


The East ptey — in recent years, among other things, came out 

with Marx® and Engels’ biographies (cooperative projects of so-called authors’ 
collectives). Practically unknown in the FRG is the journal of the institute, 
BEITRAEGE ZUR GESCHICHTE DER ARBEITERBEWEGUNG, published since 1959. 


The publishing in the GDR of studies and sources on Marx, Engels and the early 
socialist period would not have been possible, and would not be possible in 
the future, without constant recourse to archives and historic sites in the 
FRG. Marx and Engels were born in the Rhineland. Journals of a democratic, 
republican and socialist persuasion appeared early in the Rhine Province and in 
Westphalia. Early industrialization and industrial city development turned 
West Germany into a nodal point, as between east and west, for ideas and 
action. Also the workers and people's parties in the second half of the 19th 


58 


— — — 


— — — 


— 





ee — 








century developed to a not inconsiderable extent in West Germany. Mosés Hess, 
Lassalle, von Schweitzer, W. Liebknecht, Bebel (born in Cologne=-Deutz) and 
Friedrich Ebert lived and worked there. 


Such facts are instrumental in letting GDR historians do historical research 

in the FRG. In surveying the publications thus far, the point can be made 

that there has been no difficulty in letting such research take place in 

the FRG. It laid the foundation for remarkable new research results. For 
example, the already mentioned BEITRAEGE ZUR GESCHICHTE DER ARBEITERBEWEGUNGS 
as well as the ZEITSCHRIFT YUER GESCHICHTSWISSENSCHAFT? have published thus 

far unknown manuscripts by Marx and Engels from the Frankfurt and Cologne 

city archives. For MEGA, the East Berlin scholars used new documentation 

on Marx and Engels that was located in the FRG and, beyond that, in other 
places where the two socialist patriarchs had worked, in Great Britain, 

France, Belgium and Switzerland. That among the newly included texts of 

MEGA there are also contained findings by FRG scholars -- Hans Pelger may 

be mentioned as one of many -- does not become evident from the reference sour- 
ces, as the history of text research gives no credit to the historians in- 
volved. An exception is made here with respect to commments on the correspondence 
within that tradition. 


Scholarly conferences make possible the exchange of opinions and research results, 
for example, of the Wuppertal Engels Congress of 1970, for which the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation prepared a compendium with copious documentation.10 At 

that time, representatives of the GDR, the USSR and other east bloc states 

were guests of the congress. 


Efforts at making contact in other areas of history, on the other hand, 
usually have ended in failure. The FRG historical congresses are not attended 
by GDR colleagues. Invitations to events on the occasion of the 125th anni- 
versary of the 1848/49 revolution, sent out by the FRG, were turned down. 
There is no exchange of information on the didactics of history. GDR citizens 
cannot take a look at how history is taught in the FRG. Such meetings as 

the one with three GDR scholars in March 1975 at Memmingen/Allgaeu, during 

an international symposim on the Peasants' War, remain an exception.11 

Nor could they possibly have much of an effect in the GDR, since the reminis- 
cences and festivities at the 400th anniversary of the Peasants’ War did not 
take account of, or only marginally included, the events in Franconia and 
Swabia, that is, the area within the FRG. The overriding emphasis is clearly 
placed on Thomas Muentzer and the Peasants’ War to the extent that it took 
place within the GDR's territory.12 


Church History -- Exemplified by the Historic Commission for Research on Pietism 


While the places where Marx and Engels worked are mainly located in the West, 
important epochs in cultural and church history can be documented only in 

the GDR. That applies as much to the 16th century or, in other words, the 
period of the Reformation, as to the 17th century, to Luther, Melanchthon, 
Bugenhagen, Paul Gerhardt, Schuetz and Bach as much as to the revitalizing 
spiritualist and ecclesiastic movement of pietism. People who started it, 

along with Spener, were August Hermann Francke in Halle and Count von Zinzendorf 
in Herrnhut. 
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The Archives for Reformation History have always paid much attention to 
matters pertaining to reformation history. In order to create a scholarly 
research basis for later periods, the Historic Commission for Research on 
Pietism was set up in 1964, with centers in Halle, Muenster, and Stuttgart. 
One of the matters that caused it to be set up was the celebration of the 
300th birthday of Francke, in Halle, and among its joint sponsors were the 
SED and the Evangelical Church. 13 


The Commission has by now produced a whole number of remarkable source 
publications, about Francke, for example, and also studies about personalities, 
developments and special problems in the series of "Arbeiten zur Geschichte 

des Pietismus" (Studies on the History of Pietism). It has also been producing 
a periodical since 1974, PIETISMUS UND NEUZEIT, subtitled "A Yearbook on the 
History of Recent Protestantism."14 The studies in the first volume demonstrate 
that the Commission on Pietism is living up to its program of publishing authors 
and themes without regard to the border between the two German states. GDR 
authors, for example, contribute to themes that pertain to the GDR without 
making them appear to be of a political content. When then an author from 

East Berlin deals with a subject which has its geographic location in the 

FRG, as in the case of Sebastian Franck, the border-crossing philosophy of 

this kind of research becomes entirely evident.15 Nor should one fail to 
mention that a regional journal of church history has several times devoted 

its columns to joint topics and included GDR authors. 16 Wolfgang Schenk of 
Jena, for example, presented for discussion in it his remarkable "theses for 

a reorientation in territorial church historiography."!7 


The Commemoration of the 125th Anniversary of the 1848/49 Revolution in the 
FRG and the GDR 


— — — 
— — 


Confrontation with and appropriation of history, as one knows, is undertaken ) 
anew in each epoch. That goes without saying. A touchstone for it can be 
found in round anniversaries of great historic events and important historical ; 
personalities. Properly to e.:amine the anniversary years of the 1848/49 
German and European Revolution would be an enticing project. Spot checks 
have to suffice here. The 25th anniversary was held shortly after Bismarck 
had united the German Empire, when the goals of the liberal fighters of ‘48 
seemed to have found their fulfillment. The 50th anniversary came at the 

end of the century, when the sole rulership claim by Wilhelm II began to 

make itself felt in this empire. The 75th anniversary came at a time that 
has been called the turning point in the Weimar Republic with the Ruhr riots, 
the Hitler putsch and the inflation of 1923. The 100th anniversary found 

a Germany divided into two occupation areas, the three-power economic area 
and the Soviet occupied zone. Democratic forces and forces that had matured ! 
through their confrontation with Hitler's fascism were about to set up two new 
States on German soil. 








What is the role, in any such situation, played by historic reflection, by 
remembering 1848/49? Let us take the celebration of the 125th anniversary 
in 1973/74, This anniversary found two German states which had developed 
their own political and cultural life for 25 years, and where historians and 
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politicians were being questioned about how they related the events of 1848/49 
to their own reality and how they were to incorporate it all with the tradi- 
tions adopted by chem. 


The efforts on either side on behalf of a confrontation with and an appropria- 
tion of the Revolution resulted in great differences. That is shown through 
official positions taken, celebrations, exhibitions and other activities as 

it is also shown by the literature and the press. In the GDR, an official act 
at the funeral site of the March victims in East Berlin and a speech by SED 
Politburo member Albert Norden (entitled "The Legacy of the 1848 Reyolution 

is in Sound and Secure Hands Among Us") initiated an official government 
appreciation and identification, as it were. Nothing like it happened in the 
FRG. The greater concern: 1 the revolutionary liberation movements in 
German history which the 'n« FRG President Gustav Walter Heinemann had 

called for some years be‘ °r: that18 came from a voice in the wilderness and 
was not understood as an \; eal by the FRG Government in 1973/74. Yet even 
so, the initiative by the .urt A. Koerber Foundation in Hamburg-Bergedorf 
which, on the basis of Heinemann's concept, sponsored a students’ competition, 
"German Revolution 1848/49," turned out to be surprisingly successful. Some 
5,000 young people in over 700 groups were inspired to explore local and 
regional events of 1848/49 and to search for, record and comment on appro- 
priate sources.!9 When the prize was awarded in June 1974, at the historic 
site of the last bloody collision, at Rastatt, a memorial for the revolution 
understood as liberation movement was set up . 20 This permanent installation, 
along with an exhibition, “The Art of the Bourgeois Revolution from 1830 to 
1848/49,"21 shown in Charlottenburg Castle and at St. Paul's, placed a visual 
accent on that anniversary in the FRG. 


Along with such facts, which were noted only in interested circles of the 
population, and even there only temporarily, the literary output hardly 
reached the level of significance which had distinguished the 1948 anniver- 
sary commemoration. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary, studies were 
produced that have maintained their rank to this day by Karl Griewank, 22 
Theodor Heuss,23 Friedrich Meinecke,24 Wilhelm Mommsen,25 and Rudolf Stadel- 
mann.26 This time, only a few studies of a complex nature came out in the 
FRG. Among them were those by H. Scholler, 2? H. Gebhardt,” and G. Moltmann. 29 
Added to that must be an English study by F. Eyck~’ which has in the meantime 
been translated into German and one by W. Pollack, 34 written from an Austrian 
point of view. The periodical literature produced no substantial essays; 

new contributions solely came from regional and local research. 2 In 
particular, one may refer to Guenter Wollstein's review article "1848/49-- 
Dispute About the Legacy."33 


In this connection it must be taken into consideration that two earlier 
publications are still indispensable today on account of their encyclopedic 
compilation of events and developments. One is Veit Valentin's "The History 
of the German Revolution 1848/49," which came out shortly before the Nazis 
came to power and has subsequently been ignored because of the author's 
democratic-liberal position. Both volumes came out in a new edition in 1970. 
Togetier with the similarly organized book by Wilhelm Schulte35 of Iserlohn, 
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concerned with Westphalia, Valentin's work, in view of the breadth and 
completeness of the material treated in it, will remain indispensable for a 


long time to come. 


Richer in number and scope of publications is the GDR literature on the 
occasion of the 125th anniversary of the Revolution, let alone the commemora- 
tive events held there in schools and publicly, the exhibitions and the already 
mentioned official state celebrations. Newspaper and magazine articles 

give popular accounts and treat special problems. Footnoted editions 

and a selection of revolutionary letters in Leipzig's Reclam series3® or 

the "Eye Witnesses of the Revolution"3? hardly allow the impression that 
selections have been made from a narrow point of view -- which is not true 

of the introductions that may go with them. That a compendium like Obermann's 
"Leaflets of the Revolution 1848/49"38 could come out in both German states 

and was generally accepted as basic documentation is one of the few exceptions. 


The "Pictorial History of the German Revolution 1848/49," published in 1973 

by the Dietz publishing house,39 was intended to present to a broad public 

the Marxist concept of events through the pictorial medium, The work is 
impressively arranged and excellently illustrated, in quantity and quality, 
with 765 pictures, maps and facsimiles, even if no difference is made between 
contemporary illustrations and later ones that were produced in a "“historistic" 
manner, and it does in the end become a political tract. For one finds at 

the end of the volume large-size photos of the 1946 SPD/KPD unification party 
congress and of the Lenin monument against the background of the cemetery of 
the Berlin March victims, another case of evidence for the “chain of tradition" 
of events and figures that have to be accepted as having paved the road to 

the CDR. This splendid volume which, among other things, starts out with a 
picture of Thomas Muentzer, does indeed celebrate the historic self-awareness 
of Germany's first workers and farmers republic. Dolf Sternberger has 

called it a "proletarian housekeeping book."49 


Already a few years before that one could read an analysis of the "revolution 
of 1848 in GDR historiography," written by Andreas Dorpalen. 41 That German- 
American historian cogently described in it, and impressively anticipated, 
the typical structures and trends of subsequent GDR publications. 


To give an example: Dorpalen makes the point that GDR historiography does 

not blame the liberals of ‘48 for having pursued their own interests first. 

The Marxist criticism, rather, aimed at the unwillingness on the part of the 
liberal haute bourgeoisie to enforce their own interests effectively; con- 
sistently, revolutionarily. For instance, an understanding with feudalism 
should not have been permitted; there should have been a revolutionary struggle 
against it, in partnership with the people's masses. In the national question 
too, the propertied liberal bourgeoisie had shown itself to be hostile to 

the people, as it had not seriously and purposefully enough sought the people's 
sovercignty. 


The GDR historians’ argumentation proceeds from the interests of the 
communist movement -- and not only in this case. Dorpalen considers the 
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eriticiem of the Liverais absurd, as they are being reproached, as it were, 
for not having contravened their own nature. To non-Marxist thought, he 
thinks, that is patently unhistorical, 


While Dorpalen himself deacribes how GDR historiography is committed to 
Marxiet-Leninist theory, hie own position reveals a concept of history which 
etande within the bourgeois-democratic-liberal tradition. Today one )ikes 
to label it as a Western tradition. Yet that idea, historically, is lec«ing 
in precision. For communiem iteelf, in the final analysis, thanks to our 
Rhenish fellow countrymen Friedrich Engels and Karl Marx, also originated in 
this Evuropean-Western world. 


Dorpalen does the only thing he can do: he takes issue with Marxist historio- 
graphy. Something like that is in our country by no means as yet the 

natural thing to do, in part because we do not want to do so, partly because we 
do not know enough, and also because we do not understand enough. For it is 
Rainer Wohlfeil who, in his introductory article, "Reformation or Early 
Bourgeois Revolution?" in 4 work by the same title, offers the following well 
called-for complaint: “ 


"We should get beyond this situation in which we are, where publications 

by Marxist-Leninist historians of the GDR are either simply dismissed or 
merely rejected by means of brief, didactic statements." To this, one 

should have to add: a situation where literature from the FRG can only 

in exceptional cases be brought into the GDR legally seems equally untenable. 
It greatly encumbers the confrontation for both sides. A discussion of the 
premises end contents of GDR historiography could contain, for example, the 
following observations with respect to the working class at the time: 


The year of the revolution, 1848, begins, in February, with the publication 
of the “Communist Manifesto” by Engels and Marx. This essay has no great 
influence on the course of the revolution*? because (1) what it says remains 
by and large unknown; (2) Marx and Engels are not among the influential 
figures of the revolution; and (3) even on the republican-socialist side, 
other men and organizations, such as Stefan Born's "General German Workers 
Fraternity,” had much more influence than Marx, Engels and their Communist 
League. This has been documented by Rudolf Stadelmann in his "Social and 
Political History of the Revolution of 1848" which first came out in 1948. 
Historians of the German labor movement in the FRG like Helga Grebing, 
Frolinde Balser and Wolfgang Schieder have come to similar research conclusions. 


GDR authors see the role of Marx and Engels differently. Gerhard Becker , “4 
for example, one of the most knowledgeable historians of the revolution in 
the CDR, through his study “Marx and Engels in Cologne 1848/49," which came 
out in 1963 already, provoked Wolfgang Schieder of Heidelberg into his 
response "On the Road Toward a New Marx Legend."45 


The events of 1848/49 in Germany are not reducible to a revolutionary political- 
social process. Neither through what preceded them nor in what took place 

while they were happening can they primarily or exclusively be seen as 
economically vr socially conditioned. Their substance does not lie 
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ultimately in the overthrow of the existing political order in the sense of 

a total change. That revolution came in many facets made up of socialist- 
revolutionary, republican-democratic, liberal-evolutionary, constitutional- 
democratic, liberal-conservative impulses with all their different nuances, 

and the radical, republican and socialist ones were by no means the predominant 
ones. 


The 1848/49 revolution does mark a decisive caesura in the history of the 
German bourgeoisie. It had proven itself unable (according to bourgeois 
historiography) or unwilling (as Marxist historians would have it) to assume 
political leadership. One cannot but agree with Andreas Dorpalen's already 
mentioned article in HISTORISCHE ZEITSCHRIFT where he maintains, as the 
agreed-upon research result between the historians to the west and to the east 
of the Elbe, that that bourgeoisie never subsequently developed any class 
consciousnese and self-awareness of its own but rather coalesced with the 
nobility into that political leadership stratum that put its mark on 

Germany up to the time of the Weimar Republic. 


In contrast to such discriminating interpretations we find rough woodcuts 

and drawings in black and white, as it were, for example, from Peter 

Goldammer who, in the eye witness source cowpendium he has published, 
advocates an outspoken sole representation claim for East Berlin: "The 
memoirs by well-known authors and journalists, artists and scholars, united in 
our anthology, do not only convey information, do not only tell us what 
happened then and how it happened; they at the same time make clear where the 
heirs of the 1848 revolution are to be found."46 


Vice versa, it is not infrequent for us to run into the idea in the FRG 
thet after the failure of the Weimar experiment the bourgeois revolutionary 
goals had been realized in Bonn in 1949, without restriction. 


It would amount to an act of violence upon the historical record if it were 
to be made serviceable to a political, party-political program, if either 

of the two German states, by means of some subservient historiography, 

would claim to be the solc heir of 1848/49 by using the motto "as we like it." 
And what about the objectives of those days? Have they been attained? 

The following quotations from two postwar FRG politicians, both invested 

with the highest government function, make all too clear that we are still on 
the way and that the historic task has not yet been fulfilled: "The nation's 
will for democratic self-rule, with the free responsibility of its best men 
and women committed to its unified representation, is the core of our task, 
which is now levied on our grandchildren and great-grandchildren" (1948) 

and "The task of completing the unity and ppocce= of Germany, in full 
sovereignty, is still ahead of us" (1974).48 Both authors, Theodor Heuss 

and Gustav Heinemann, wrote these sentences in books about the 1848/49 
Revolution. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


NEED FOR CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN LEGAL TRAINING DISCUSSED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 55, 9 Apr 80 p 3 


[Report from Berlin: "Justice Ministry Criticizes Legal Education." 
A translation of the East Berlin NEVE JUSTIZ article referred to below 
follows this commentary] 


(Text] The East Berlin Ministry of Justice criticized the legal training 
at the GDR universities. According to the ministry, the law curricula 
introduced in 1974 have not been entirely successful and in certain fields 
the quality of the training must be improved; upon completion of their 
course of study, many students show insufficient knowledge in important 
fields of law; for example, “one of the problems repeatedly discussed" is 
the effectiveness of the training in adjective law. According to the minis- 
try, there are shortcomings in regard to the students' professional motiva- 
tion as well; the justice organs therefore expect the universities to step 
up their efforts to develop in the students a positive attitude toward their 
future profession of judge or notary public. (NEVE JUSTIZ 3/80) 


Delineation of Standards 
East Berlin NEVE JUSTIZ in German Vol 34 No 3, Mar 80 pp 100-101 


[Article by Dr Willi Maser, main department chief, GDR Ministry of Justice: 
"The Fifth Conference on Higher Education Also Concerns Us!")] 


(Text] The Ninth SED Congress characterized the qualitative improvement of 
education as an objective requirement of the further development of the ad- 
vanced socialist society in the GDR and thus as a basic element of the so- 
cialist way of life. From this premise, the Congress derived basic guide- 
lines for the work with cadres, including the education and training at the 
universities. 


The Fifth Conference on Higher Education, which is scheduled to take place 
in September 1980, is an integral part of the continuous and complex 
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implementation of this policy of the party of the working class. This con- 
ference is to assess the progress made since 1967, generalize the experience 
gained and determine the future tasks of scientific research and teaching in 
the further development of the advanced socialist society. 


The element we consider indicative of the significance of this conference is 
contained in the following statement, which was made at the llth plenary 
session of the SED Central Committee: "Science and higher education have 
become crucial factors of the development of all social sectors. Through 
ite research and through the education and training of the cadres, the uni- 
versity system is closely linked with social practice." 


The standards in cegard to the political and professional level of the cadres 
of the judiciary are determined by the specific requirements, which our 
courts and state notary's offices must meet now and in the future so as to 

be able to implement the policy of the party in the safeguarding of peace 

and to carry out the program of full employment, national affluence, growth 
and stability, just as they must more and more effectively ensure the reli- 
able protection of the socialist political and social system and of the cit- 
izens' rights and interests against criminal attacks and other encroachments 
and dangers. 


Precisely Define the Stages of the Uniform, Complex Process of Education 


The cadre program of the Ministry of Justice thus contains differentiated 

and long-term guidelines regarding the philosophical and professional train- 
ing of the judges and notaries. At the same time, the program sets strategic 
targets in regard to the training of junior cadres. 


In following the cadre program, our work focuses on the development of cadres 
that in regard to work in the courts and state notary's offices can meet 
those long-range requirements, which result from the revolutionary develop- 
mental conditions of our society and of the international class struggle. 

Of significance in this regard is the conception that the selection of suit- 
able junior cadres, their preparation for their studies, the training at the 
university and the introduction of the graduates to the practical administra- 
tion of justice during the internship are stages of a uniform process of 
training young jurists. Consequently, this process must be based on a uni- 
form conception. In this regard, it is necessary to keep in mind two crucial 
preconditions: 


Firstly, in order to ensure the continuity and quality of the training, it 
is necessary concretely to define and precisely to coordinate the various 
training stages (e.g. the training at the university and the internship in 
the courts or state notary's offices). 


Secondly, each stage involves concrete responsibility, which must be crea- 
tively discharged through initiative and ever new activities. 


The education and training at the university is the principal element, the 
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basic stage in the development of our junior cadres. This accounts for our 
fundamental interest in the content and results of the education and train- 
ing at the university and in the utilization and further expansion of the 
poseibilities of an effective cooperation between the ministry and the 
educational institution. And it accounte for our interest in the results of 
the creative discussions--held in preparation for the Fifth Conference on 
Higher Education--on how further to improve the qualify and effectiveness 

of ecientific work, especially in regard to teaching.“ Thus, rather than 
being passive observers, we participate in the discussion. 


Increasing Demands on the Universally Educated Socialist Student Personality 


In the discussions.held among teachers and jurists, significant aspects have 
been touched upon. It is understandable that a great deal of attention is 
focused on the deliberations on how to implement even more effectively the 
socialist education of the student personality and how to develop this per- 
sonality with an eye to the future practical work. And we fully agree to the 
proposition that in this process the communist education represents the cen- 
tral task. We think that in the last few years appreciable progress has 
been made in this direction. From this favorable starting point, it will be 
possible--with the aid of highly qualified cadres--to meet in the administra- 
tion of justice the higher state management standards set for the 1980's by 
the resolutions of the party of the working class. 


The justice organs would highly appreciate an increasingly concrete contri- 
bution by the university to the further development or definition of a posi- 
tive attitude of the students toward their future profession of judge or 
notary, toward their future role as participants in the administration of 
justice and thue as representatives of the state of workers and peasants. 
This could create the conditians necessary for the assimilation and realiza- 
tion of the specific professional ethics by the future graduates. 


There are several factors that are indispensable for the attainment of such 
objectives: 


--The uniform orientation of the training in accordance with the targets and 
standards of practical work (i.e. in terms of the administration of justice, 
standards applicable to the personality of a judge or notary). 


--The necessity to 2 in every lecture the unity of politics, science 
and communist education. 


--The task of the university teachers to produce maximum results through 
recourse to interaction with other factors pertaining to educaticn. 


We fully agree to the proposition that in the discussion of the university's 
future responsibilities in regard to the qualitative improvement of educa- 
tion and training, it is necessary to proceed from the long-range tasks and 
requirements of professional practice. This is considered to be of the 
greatest importance. 


71 





Close Interaction Between the University and Professional Practice--a 
Crucial Prerequisite for the Increased Effectiveness of the Training 


In this connection, there again arises the question concerning the inter- 
relationship between theory and practice in general and between the uni- 
versity and its partners from the field of professional practice in partic- 
ular. We highly appreciate the cooperation between the Humboldt University 
Law School and the Ministry of Justice. For a number of years, formal 
agreements have been an integral part of this cooperation. Due to the con- 
tinuous practical collaboration, it has been possible to set increasingly 
demanding, tasks and steadily to raise the level of education. 


In keeping with its responsibility for the continuity and required quality 
of the training of the junior cadres, the Ministry of Justice has lent ex- 
tensive assistance to the universities, especially in regard to the joint 
attempt to raise the level of the practice-oriented training. Evidence of 
this are the analyses which have been carried out for years and which will 
be continued in the next few years. The objective of these analyses is to 
obtain from the professional practice sector a concrete and highly complex 
data base for the continuous improvement of the entire training process. 
The analyses produced so far include the following: An analysis of the 
training results in the field of criminal procedure (1977); an analysis of 
the practical results produced by the graduating classes of 1974 to 1977 
(1978), and an analysis of the results of the internship program for the 
classes of 1977 and 1978 (1979). This year, an analysis is being prepared 
on the results of the practical training program at the circuit courts. 


All of the analyses and evaluations undertaken so far produced increasingly 
concrete data on 


--the level of the graduates' political and professional qualifications 
and their performance in professional practice; 

--gaps in the students' education at the end of the training and potential 
shortcomings of the university training; 

--the overall success of the curricula, which were introduced in 1974 for 
the training of the jurists--with simultaneous emphasis on the need for 
improved training in individual fields. 


The findings obtained are systematically used to improve the work of 
Humboldt University's law school and of the courts and state notary offices. 


Thus, important problems have been solved. A number of problems are in the 
process of being solved; these include the following: 


--The reorganization of the practice-oriented special training in the 4th 
year of study. 


--The revision of the present model training plan for the assistant judges 


as a necessary step toward the concrete coordination of the training steps 
and objectives during the internship at the courts. 
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--An analysis of the education and training of 3rd year students during 
their practical work at the circuit courts, in order further to improve 
the effectiveness of this practical training--which is an iitegral part of 
the university training--through high-level performance and effective 
cooperation by the partners. 


The experience we have gained so far confirms our view that the attempts to 
improve the quality of the practice-oriented training are a process, the 
shaping of which calls for cooperation on the part of teachers and jurists. 
We feel that progress will be made in this field, if we succeed in clearly 
defining the approach to be taken by formulating fundamental problems ori- 
ented toward significant solutions. 


One of the problems discussed again and again is the effectiveness of the 
training in adjective law. The joint efforts on the part of teachers and 
jurists have produced some preliminary results. A significant step in this 
regard is the above-mentioned reorganization of the practice-oriented train- 
ing in the 4th year of study. But since the requirements are steadily in- 
creasing, it is necessary to wait for the results of this reorganization. 


The analyses produced so far also indicate the disciplines and fields in 
which better results must be obtained. But all of this also shows that every 
advance gives rise to new problems, which must be defined and solved within 
the framework of the present cooperation between the university and the 
Ministry of Justice. 


All of the above aspects indicate that we must not consider the qualitative 
improvement of the practice-oriented training to be primarily a question of 
the continuous improvement of the curriculum, especially through assistance 
from the professional practice sector; we feel it is necessary to take into 
consideration other factors as well, factors that perhaps should be given 
priority. The following two problem complexes may merit attention here: 


--The further development and imprevement of the complex of measures and 
methods aimed at ensuring the unity of the students' academic and prac- 
tical-professional training, inclusive of a more differentiated and 
systematic participation of cadres of the judiciary. 


--The nature of the relations between teachers and jurists. 


The discussion in preparation for the Fifth Conference on Higher Education 
confirms us in our belief that the course followed in the training of the 
junior cadres will produce improved results. But to be ultimately success- 
ful, this course requires intensified effort on the part of all participants. 
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HUNGARY 


TRADE UNION ROLE FURTHER DEFINED ON EVE OF UNION STEWARD ELECTIONS 
Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 20 Apr 80 p 7 


[Interview with Sandor Jakab, deputy first secretary of the National Council 
of Trade Unions, by Pal Eotvos] 


[Text] The trade union movment has become more lively in 
recent months in preparation for the 12th congress of the 
party and for the trade union steward elections now taking 
place, and as an adjustment to the more complex and more 
complicated economic situation. For the trade unions 

also this year is the year of the congress, the year of 
elections. The crowded series of events and the positions 
taken by the party congress affecting the trade unions 
were an opportunity for us to review the situation and 
timely tasks of the movement with Sandor Jakab, deputy 
first secretary of the National Council of Trade Unions. 


The congress of our party prompted the several tens of 
thousands of communists working in the trade unions to 
again think over the path taken thus far, to evaluate 
their work and to try to formulate their tasks for today 
and tomorrow, keeping in mind that the tesks awaiting 

us require even more than before an awareness of the 
opinion of the working people and their active partici- 
pation in the realization of national goals. 


[Question] Our first question follows naturally from the time of this talk: 
How do you view the place and role of the trade unions after the 12th 
congress? 


[Answer] The trade union is the comrade in arms of the party in strengthening 
the worker power and in building socialism. The common, identical goal 

makes our ccoucact close--realizing the historic goals of the worker class, 
developing our society and economy and improving the living and working 
conditions of the people. 
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The importance of the role of the trade union movement recieved formulation 
in the congress resolution too: The movement contributes to the strength- 
ening of the political and economic foundations of our system, it is an 
active participant in the exercise of power and the development and execution 
of policy. The party counts on the independent work and initiative of the 
trade unions, confirms the dual, interest defending and economic organizing, 
function of the trade union, and the resolution speaks with special emphasis 
of the educational tasks and the tasks awaiting it in the development of 
factory democracy too. 





[Question] In these weeks, as the first step in the trade union elections, 
they are electing the stewards. This is also a significant organizational 
renewal of the movement. 


[Answer] Yes. Five years ago we reinstated the steward system, which has 
great traditions in the past of the Hungarian trade unions. Life has 
proved since then that this was a correct decision; largely due to the 
activity of the stewards the mass contacts of the trade unions have expanded, 
factory democracy has developed and daily contact with the membership has 
strengthened. A resolution passed by the Council of Minister and the SZOT 
[National Council of Trade Unions] in 1976 regulated the rights of the 
stewards but in a certain sense the role of the trade union committees 

thus became poorly regulated. In actuality the situation is now being 
clarified organizationally. The new organizational system is built on the 
activity of the stewards; a steward and a deputy are being elected in every 
trade union group and the stewards’ body, the supreme trade union organ in 
the enterprise, decides in every essential question. The trade union 
committee is the executive organ of this body. The trade union councils 
and the shop committees are being abolished also. Thus the role and influ- 
ence of the membership, mediated by the person of the steward, will be much 
more direct. The trade uni>-n group must be convened more frequently now 
than the 2-3 times per year earlier so that the workers can express their 
opinions and thus the membership will participate continually in trade 
union work. 


[Question] One can now see in the factories large posters depicting a shop 
environment, with a big question mark, and the message: Who will be the 
steward? 


[Answer] The steward personifies the trade union for the workers. He is 
in the spotlight of the trade union movement, a central figure in the 
workings of the movement. If a worker has a problem, if he has a request, 
if he has a grievance, he looks for the steward. Because he trusts him. 
This can be formulated in an imperative manner too: He should be steward 
who has the trust of the workers. 


In recent years the overwhelming majority of the stewards proved their 
suitability and in general they received much help everywhere so that they 
could become suitable for this function. I should note however--and perhaps 
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thie derives from the one-time classic role of the stewarde-that in many 
places even today they expect from the steward only a representation of 
individual or group interests, the remedying of troubles or fighting for 
higher wages although the stewards must also do political work--just because 
of their increased rights and changed role, They should persuade, agitate 
and educate the workers, for they are political workers and not simple 
officiale. 


[Question] The elections are now taking place, Do the first experiences 
correspond to what was just said? 


[Answer] They do. Interest in the elections and in trade union work has 
increased--just because people feel what the person of the steward means. 
The first experiences also show that there is trust in the person of the 
steward because three quarters to four fifths of them are being re-elected. 


The elections are taking place in a good atmosphere and a great role is 
played in this by the fact that the party organizations are helping the 
election in accordance with its significance, In addition, the election 
is the first big conversation with the workers since the party congress, 
and the direct effect of this can be felt too, This is reflected in the 
reports and in the debates too. In general the questions which come up are 
those whi © ame up at the congress too so the themes are those which most 
concern public opinion. National and local questions. Most often they 
talk about work. People are proving on a broad scale that they understand 
and approve of the posted goals and know that better work is the basis for 
everything. 


The level of activity is indicated by the fact that attendance is 80-90 
percent and very many speak up. There are places where half the membership 
expresses an opinion. Before all else, the election meetings of the worker 
communities are active and open but we are also hearing about definitely 
favorable changes in intellectual places of work. They reported very 
favorable changes at the research institutes and health institutions in 
Veszprem and at the health institutions in Vas Megye, for example, 


[Question] To turn to a broader but still timely question, what is the 
interest defending work of the trade unions like now? 


[Anewer}] To begin with let me note as an example the reaction to the price 
increases. People understand these and in general they understand the 
necessity of developing a realistic price system, They take cognizance of 
this, even if they are not happy about it, In this question, and in others 
too, the trade unions must always view the daily and the long range goals 
and interests together. They must see that there are cases where the 
everyday interests conflict with the future--nearer and longer range 
future--interests and in such cases there is a need for compromise, This 
does not contradict the fact that the trade unions must always retain their 
dual function; they must represent the everyday interests of the individual 
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or group together with the social and long range interests, This frequently 
requires complex interest harmonization work. 


[Question] The dual function of the trade unions involves representing the 
interests of the organized workers. Against whom? 


[Answer] Socialism, even if it resolves the antagonistic contradictions of 
society, does not put an end to the objective existence of varying interests, 
does not put an end to the unique interests of various social groups and 
strata. True social policy unity is poseible only on the basis of a recog- 
nition of interest differences or among organizations which depict, represent 
and protect the interest differences. In our socialist society the worker 

is simultaneously an employee and an owner and this duality is reflected 

in the interest defending function of the trade unions. 


All this must be realized in a united way in practical trade union work. 
Of course, this is a complicated and contradictory task in itself because 
the interests of the workers, of the worker communities, are not always 
identical in every respect and the realizrtion of their interests does not 
necessarily coincide with national economic interests. Let me add that 
aimply defining the broadest, national economic interest often causes 
problems. 


But I would like to emphasize at the same time that paying attention to 
national economic interests does not relieve one of the responsibility of 
paying attention to the worker and group interests at any level of trade 
union work either. Nor are national economic interests best or most 
effectively realized if everyone from the SZOT tothe trade union steward 
pays attention to the individual or trade interests as if the solution of 
them would encourage the solution of all-social interests. Every trade 
union leader must recognize the national economic tasks in his area, although 
basically he must represent the interests of those who elected him. Of 
course, he must keep in mind that neither individual or group interests 

can be realized in a lasting way in opposition to national economic interests. 


[Question] You earlier spoke of reducing conflicts and friction to a 
minimum. Is not the error the other way around, that in our society there 
is little ability to tolerate conflict--less ability than there should 
be--for example in bearing the consequences of differentiation among 
enterprises? 


[Answer] There are two things involved here. On the one hand clashes and 
friction should be prevented as much as possible. So one must find the 

cause and put an end to it. It is another matter that certain conflicts 

are covered up--tc avoid quarrels and open clashes of interest--pulling 

twigs over the pit to make it disappear on the basis of “don't look.” 
Obviously such a thing is not suitable for preventing friction and conflicts; 
at most it postpones them and often makes the problems more profound. 
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But as for the other half of the question, improving the situation of the 
national ec ..my and developing the intensive character of economic devel- 
opment requires new approaches, tools and methods in trade union work too. 
The slower rate of economic growth, the moderation in the internal use of 
the national income and the emphasis on qualitative development do not fit 
into the frameworks which onesidedly place quantitative growth in the 
foreground, 


The activity of the trade unions which aids production can play its role 

only if this recognition inspires it and if it is renewed accordingly. It 
must be seen that development can take place in the economy only in a 
differentiated way. There are places where development must be substan- 
tially ewifter than the average, there are places where is should be average, 
elsewhere they must prepare for stagnation and in still other places they 
must prepare for a decline. But differentiated development is a social 
interest, we must support it, striving, of course, to limit the negative 
effects as much as possible. 


Because of their mission the trade unions must follow the human problems 
deriving from this with special attention. It is one of the main achieve- 
mente of our society that it creates the possibility of work for everyone 
who wants to work. In the future aleo our socialist society will ensure 
full employment in those work areas where there is a real need for manpower. 
Such places are perhaps too plentiful even today--it is enough to look 
around the country. I do not want to belittle the problem by saying this; 
legality and humanism must be the standards in solving this problem. Forced 
regrouping--even if it is necessary--has temporarily unfavorable effects, 
although these effects can be mitigated to a large extent. We have the 
interest defending task of seeing that the workers have a choice and in 
addition of easing the period of transition and taking care of retraining. 


[Question] Another much debated question today is the interdependence or 
mutual effect of the more severe economic environment and democracy, including 
factory democracy. 


[Answer] Great social transformations can be realized only if the largest 
number of the members of society support their realize:ion. There have 
been very many persuasive, beautiful examples of this in our homeland in 
the past 35 years. 


The development of place of work or factory democracy continues to be a 
basic area in the development of socialist democratism. We take the posi- 
tion that factory democracy is not some sort of gift or concession but 
rather a service to the worker class, an obligation deriving from our 
principles--indeed, an economic necessity too. This must be said again 
because there are still those who--outright or unspokenly--regard place of 
work democracy as a necessary evil or shackle, perhaps feel it to be a 
cause only for the leaders or social organs, and thus only formally satisfy 
the prescriptions or requests pertaining to it. 
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Let me take this occasion to call attention--just as an example--to an 
unfavorable experience, the frequently incorrect interpretation of the 
functioning of the factory quartet. [The "factory foursome" consists of 
the director, party secretary, trade union secretary and KISZ secretary. | 
This form is necessary; its role is harmonization and consultation. But 
often this foursome makes decisions and passes resolutions in questions 
not bestowed upon it; and the leader hides behind the foursome in his 
one-person decisions. My example is an example of a disguished form of 
exercising democratic rights, or rather of how certain forms or forums 
can be distorted and turned against themselves. 


[Question] Recently--primarily with the coming into the foreground of 
quality, efficiency and thrift in the place of the older quantitative 
view--a significant transformation has been taking place in the labor compe- 
tition movement. How can one summarize the experiences of this? 


[Answer] The socialist labor competition and the work movements are 
significant factors in our constructive work. The labor competition and, 
primarily, the socialist brigade movement have influenced favorably the 
strengthening of socialist awareness and behavior, public life spirit and 

the enr’ hment of worker culture. The trade unions have taken the initiative 
in the interest of improving the social and economic effectiveness of the 
labor competition movement and strengthening its socialist character. 


The present congress and liberation labor competitions are built on the 

old traditions but they are different from and more than the earlier ones 
in that the external and internal conditions of economic building work have 
changed and the labor competition had to be adjusted to this. Quality, 
efficiency and rational thrift have come into the foreground in the compe- 
tition. But the economic leaders must give more help than at present if 
the workers are to give mor: and better by fulfilling their socialist 
pledges. 


In many respects we live in a time of further development in the guidance, 
organization and evaluation of the labor competition. The goal system of 

the labor competition must be worked out more clearly and we must free 
ourselves of the manifestations of autotelism which can still be experienced. 
The competition and the activity will be harmed also if the undertaking of 
sacrifice by the workers is abused, if, in addition to the one or two 
national actions, they organize two megye actions and two factory actions, 
withholding wages--as has happened. 


We must improve the evaluation of the competition also. But it might with 
certain reason be asked: What are we referring to when making an evaluation? 
The results achieved in a modern factory can hardly be compared to those in 
an obsolete factory and an industrial combine can hardly be given a common 
denominator with the work of a laboratory. To what are we comparing the 
results--the other factories in the branch or the world level? How should 

we evaluate changes in the market situation? The working community can 








hardly do anything about it if the rates of exchange change. The evaluation 
of the competition should be more objective in general, with greater publicity 
and more democratiem, because even today the practice of “they got it before 
so give it to them" still lives. 


Finally, in organizing and aiding the labor competition movement, we should 
not forget that the place of work is not only a production unit but also an 
important arena of public life and culture. 


Culture and the economy are never separate concepts which can be isolated 
from one another--I feel it is timely to call attention to this. There is 
no modern economy where the professional knowledge, experience and general 
culture of those participating in the work is superficial or shallow. And 
the reverse is true aleo, one can demand work culture and professional 
culture only where there is responsible management and organized, sensible 
work. 


[Question] Finally, let me quote an expression used at the party congress-- 
“self-motivated."' Many felt the criticism of exaggerated self-motivated to 
be very pertinent. 


[Answer] This was a criticism or self-criticism of bureaucratic aspects. 
To make it timely, it could be experienced these days in the work connected 
with the primary organization elections that more energy and attention than 
necessary were being turned to preparing analyses, guides, evaluations, and 
professional, megye and factory papers and documents. Unfortunately, this 
habit of self-driving can be found frequently in the work plans too. It 
seems that it is hard to overcome this habit. Every day we must win and 
convince 4,300,000 organized workers--instead of self-mobilization we should 
better mobilize the membership. This statement should be understood as 
meaning that more attention should be turned to execution, that we should 
have greater influence on the development of events. Let me add, because 
this was said at the party congress too, that this, naturally, is not only 
our problem, that is, not only a trade union problem. 


In conclusion, the 12th congress of our party formulated realistic aspira- 
tions and attractive goals, goals for which it is worth while to struggle, 
and the trade union movement will work with its creative strength for the 
realizatior of these goals. 
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ROMANTA 


PARTY'S ROLE IN PROMOTING SOCIALIST EQUITY, ETHICS EXAMINED 
Bucharest REVISTA DE ISTORIE in Romanian No 1, Jan 80 pp 25-42 


/Article by Gheorghe Tudor/ 


/Text/ Together with development of the production force and rise in the 
standard of living, the Romanian Communist Party in the current etage is giv- 
ing primary attention to creating a new man with progressive awareness and 
high moral features, to promoting new relations between people and to full 
assertion of the prigciples of socialist ethics and equity in all areas of 
social life. 


Referring to this particularly important problem in carrying out the revolu- 
tionery process of successfuly building the multilaterally developed social- 
ist ciety and directing Romania toward communism, the party secretary gen- 
eral, vomrade Nicolae Ceausescu, emphasized: "Only by combining the activi- 
ty of developing industry and agriculture with the concern with forming a 
new wan and with raising socialist awarenese and with achieving new rela- 
tions among people based on social equity and justice and on collaboration 
and mutual aid, relations in which each one understands his responsibility 
and meaning in society and in the struggle to create the commmist system, 
only in this way w‘.l we aseure each member of society everything that is 
necessary both fom the material as well as spiritual viewpoint for the 
flourishing of his personality." 


In the spirit of this guideline, expressed in many speeches by the party's 
secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, and the revolutionary ideas 

included in the ideological program compiled by the November 1971 RCP Cen- 
tral Committee Plenum and adopted by the National Party Conference of ‘uly 
1972, the code of principles and standards for the work and life of comm- 
nists and of socialist ethics and equity was draw up. Subject to a broad 
discussion with the entire party's and all the people's participation, this 
document of exceptional theoretical and practical importance was adoptea by 
the llth party congress as an integral part of the party program, a guide 

for behavior in political and professional activity and in everyday life 


for party members, for revolutionary youth and for all the workers in our 
country. 











The standards of ethical principles of our society, expressed comprehen- 
sively in the code of ethics and equity proceed from the fact that cav- 
italist exploitation has been eliminated once and for all in the social- 
ist system and social and national inequality has been ended; they are 
based on socialist ownership of the means of production, on the principles 
of socialist distribution, on equality and social justice, on the common 
goal of creating the well-being and happiness for all the people."* At 

the same time, recognizing the basic role of the production force in the 
development of society and having awareness determined by existing material 
conditions, the code of ethics and equity brings out the revolutionary the- 
sis presented by the party's secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
at the November 1971 RCP Central Committee Plenum according to which the 
people's concepts and ideas, their level of knowledge and culture, their 
degree of development of awareness are demonstrated as a powerful material 
force in the revolutionary transformation of society. 


By virtue of this dialectical coneept,the RCP rejects a defeatist attitude, 
one which justifies negative phenomena which appear in social life or in 

the behavior of some people through the thesis of awareness lagging behind 
the development of material life and it takes firm action on many levels to 
implant the principles of socialist ethics and equity in all areas of social 
life and bring the flourishing of the most noble virtues of honesty, truth 
and justice, social responsibility and humanity, which always have charac- 
terized the best sons of the people. 


Firm Promotion of the Principles of Socialist Ethics and Equity in the 
Area of Material Production 


An important role in fulfilling the importante goals connected with the power- 
ful increase in production forces and with the intense development of in- 
dustry and agriculture as provided in the program for building the multi- 
laterally developed socialist society belongs to the intense activity car- 
ried out by the RCP to promote some important principles of socialist eth- 
ies and equity in the workers collectives, principles such as the broad as- 
sertion of a new attitude tovard work and toward the public wealth, demon- 
stration of high professiona. awareness, creative spirit, perseverance in 
the most efficient possible manegement of society's resources, combative- 
ness against any kind of waste and demonstrations of lack of discipline, 
spuerficiality and lack of responsibility in work. One of the most impor- 
tant levers for implementing this goal is socialist competition, a school 
for educating the masses through work and in the direct work process, which 
stimulates initiative, promotes new heroes of constructive work, gives im- 
petus to creative energies and gives rise to tendencies in each individual 
to surpass himself.” Proceeding from the fact that socialist competition-- 
an expression of the new relations existing in our society--has exercised 
and does exercise a dynamic role in mobilizing the workers to fulfill the 
production tasks, promote technical progress and continually improve economic 
and social activity, the RCP in the years since the 9th party congress has 
adopted a number of measures to stimulate, in particular, the quality as- 
pects of the system for organizing and carrying out socialist competition. 
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Among these concerns of the party and government there is particular im- 
portance in the creation of a diversified and flexible organizational 
framework which corresponds better to the specific problems of each area 

of activity and permits full assertion of the spirit of initiative and com- 
radely mutual aid of the workers. In this context, following the consul- 
tation of the Council of Ministers and on the basis of approval by the RCP 
Central Committee Secretariat, the plenum of the General Council of the Gen- 
eral Union of Trade Unions of Romania in January 1972 established that the 
socialist competition in industry, agriculture, construction, transportation 
in the sector of circulation of goods, communal management and in the area 
of design and research should be organized among the enterprises by bran- 
ches, subbranches of production and at the level of the national economy; 
and in the enterprises, where the tasks are assigned to each worker, among 
sections, sectors, job sites, brigades, teams and individuals. 


Together with the socialist competition taking place in units of agriculture 
and industry, the patriotic competition organized among communes, cities 

and municipalities also is being greatly extended in the current stage. In- 
itiated on the basis of Council of Ministers decision of February 1969 on 
organization of patriotic competition among communes and the solution adopted 
during the countrywide conference of commune party committee secretaries and 
chairmen of the commune people's councils in December 1971, this kind of com- 
petition has proven to be particularly important to have the party and state 
organs and residents of these territorial-administrative units carrv out the 
economic, municipal and social-cultural tasks under good conditions. 


At the same time, proceeding from the party concept expressed at the 29 Nov- 
ember 1967 plenum that education through work and for work , development of 
a passion for learning, for respect and value for the creators of materia] 
and spiritual goods should be at the center of youths’ activity, special 
attention has been given to organizing actions of the voluntary patriotic 
work of the youth. On this base, in the years which followed, tens of thou- 
sands of young people from the most diverse places went to the national youth 
jobsites, participating in the construction of some big projects of national 
interest, such as the Danube-Black Sea Canal, the Otopeni International Air- 
port in Bucharest, the Bucharest-Pitesti highway, the Comarnic-Cimpina, Baia 
Sprie-Sighet, Miercurea Ciuc-Gheorghieni highways. the big Iron Gates I and 
Il hydroelectric power systems, Lotru, Somes, the Rogojelu thermoelectric 
power central, the irrigation system in Valea Carasu, Galatei-Calarasi, 
Pietroiu-Stefan cel Mare, Dragalina, [alomita, Terasa Brailei, Giurgiu- 
Razmiresti and others. Along with the important contribution made to the 
development of the national economy, socialist ownership and production for- 
cer, the jobsites for patriotic work also have been a revolutionary school 
for steeling and educating the young people in the spirit of the principles 
of socialist ethics and equity, a progressive attitude toward work, a collec- 
tive spirit, comradely mutual aid and respect for socialist property and for 
our dear coumtry--the Socialist Republic of Romania. 


Stimulating the creative thinking of the people by stressing the work of tech- 
nical conception and by better utilization of the workers’ initiative and 
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{innovative spirit 18 another particularly important ethic principle for 
fullfilling the plan tasks and in developing the production forces and 
strengthening socialist ownership. Along this line, there has been partic-~ 
ular importance in the activity of scientific and technical creation made 
specific in the movement of inventions and innovations. It should be no- 
ted that the greatest number of inventions and innovations patented and 
applied in our country was recorded starting in 1977, a year in which, un- 
der the initiative of the Romanian Communist Party Secretary General Com- 
rade Nicolae Ceausescu, the action was initiated to stimulate the creativity 
of the masses as an integral part of the "Song of Romania" national festival. 
Thus, the result of the first edition of the "Song of Romania" festival 
showed that in thie area of mase ecientific and technical creation, an 
expression of a new, aware and responsible attitude toward work, 440,900 
workers from all over the country were involved and they carried out more 
man 2 Oe projects, representing saviugs which rise to nearly 15 billion 
lei. 


Another main path with a view to developing and generalizing the workers’ 
innovative spirit and collectivism as a principle of activity and moral 
behavior and, at the same time, an effective means for fulfilling the plan 
tasks is also the organization of workers' control councils for economic and 
social activity and commissions by areas in the industrial, transport and 
construction enterprises and other economic units, on the basis of the pro- 
posal made by Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu at the November 1972 RCP Central Com- 
mittee Plenum. Operating under the guidance of the party and trade union or- 
ganizations and workers' councils in the particular units, these organs con- 
tribute to mobilizing the workers with a view to leadership of all economic 
and social activity, to development of a progressive attitude toward work, 

to combatting demonstrations of indifference, negligence and lack of respon- 
sibility and to strengthening party and state discipline.’ 


At the same time, the incressingly broader introduction of scientific-tech- 
nical progress in production, the rapid growth rate of the volume of scien- 
tific information about technologies and techniques, extending of production 
automation, increase in the complexity of economic and social processes re- 
quires continual improvement in vocational training--a basic feature of the 
new attitude toward work and professional ethics. 


As a result, starting in 1971 on the basis of that February's RCP Central 
Committee plenum decision, a national system was instituted for training all 
categories of cadres, conceived of in such a way that each worker partici- 
pates at least once during a five-year plan in an organized form o* improve 
ment in vocational training. 8 Outside this system, which included a!1 the 
personne] employed in work, advanced vocational training for the workere is 
also carried out by other forms, such as mass agrozootechnical education or- 
ganized for workers in agriculture, courses to raise the level of cqualifi- 
cation, organized for those who wish to move from one category of qualifica- 
tion into another higher one (courses for foremen organized for workers in 
the high categories of qualification). At the same time, evening and corres- 
pondence courses are organized in the educational institutions for those who 
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wish to complete their high school or higher educational studies and the 
cultural-scientific universities operate in the cultural clubs and houses 
where those who wish to do so may gain knowledge gn areas of science, tech- 
nology, art and culture through various courses. 


At the same time, within these courses, along wish assimilating new know- 
ledge, those who attend them receive important principles of work ethics 
such as professional integrity, love for the profession , selflessness and 
devotion to the trade chosen, an innovative spirit, initiative and compe- 
tence in discovering what is new. 


Persistence of what is old, of remnants of concepts and customs specific to 
the old morale, which still is felt is various areas of life, causes phen- 
omena foreign to the nature and relations of our socialist society as, for 
example, parasitism, violation of labor discipline, negligence, lack of 
responsibility and so forth. The party organizations, the Union of Commu- 
nist Youth, trade union organizations and more recently the organizations 
of the Front of Socialist Democracy and Unity have been carrying out sus- 
tained political-educational and moral-civic activity against such phenom- 
ena. Together with this there also are a number of administrative measures 
acting, among which the most important is the Law on Employment of Persons 
Capable of Working in Useful Labor, adopted by the Grand National Assembly 
in its November 1976 session. According to this regulation, persons who 
systematically refuse to be employed in work without solid reasons and who 
lead a parasitical life are subject to a number of graded measures, start- 
ing with public influence by the citizens’ meeting up to requiring them in 
the end, by judicial decision, to provide work for one year where there is 
a need, with all the rights and obligations belonging to persons employed in 
work in conformity with legislation. For minors in these cases, the law 
provides for solving the problem by requiring them to work or to be trained 
vocationally in labor and reeducation centers under the Ministry of Labor 
and guided by this ministry, together with the Ministry of Justice.1° This 
law, acting in the spirit of our socialist humanism and responshle under- 
standing for the country's future also stipulates that having the parents 
or other supporters assure support cannot constitute a basis for persons cap- 
able of work failing to fulfill the duty o° carrying out a useful work for 
society. 


This specification has appeared particularly necessary since, unfortunately, 
there still are parents or other relatives who by facilitating their with- 
drawal from work think they are doing something good for the youth who, 
although they are complet*ly healthy and able to work, lead a parasitical 
life with the prospect c 2caying from a moral viewpoint and becoming in- 
volved in antisocial a rations and activities. This measure expresses 
as clearly as possible the social care fornot only the professional fate 
of the young people but also for their evolution as a personality and for 
their moral and human future. 


Along the same line of concerns, our society is conducting a tireless strug- 
gle against those demonstrations of negligence and liberalism which favor 
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the production of infractions against the public wealth. Damage is done 

to the public wealth not only through delapidation but also through the 
corresponding failure to use equipment, through waste of raw materials and 
materials, through delay in having projects being built enter into opera- 
tion by the planned dates or failure to achieve the planned parameters in 
the shortest possible time. The most propitious framework for carrying out 
decisive actions against such attitudes which are contrary to the princi- 
ples of socialist ethics and equity is the general meetings by enterprises 
or party, youth or trade union group meetings. These comprise a framework 
in which any personal initiative, any proposal to improve work is subject 
to the collective debate of whether or not justness is recognized. Lat 
the same time, introduction of the new economic-financial mechanism initiated 
by the 1977 Naticnal Party Conference, based on worker self-leadership and 
self-administration of the economic wits and on workers' particinvation in 
profits, has had a particularly important role in placing planning on new 
principles and carrying out economic activity and has stimulated the enter- 
prises’ efforts to fulfill the plan forecasts both for the quantity as well 
as quality indicators and it has caused a growth in the responsibility of 
the workers’ collectives in the efficient administration of a portion of 
the national wealth entrustea by sociefy in eliminating phenomena of waste, 
negligence and cases of indiscipline.+ 


As a result of the activity carried out by the party and selflessness of 

the working class, peasantry and intellectuals and all workers regardless 

of nationality and of the considerable material and human efforts of all 

the people and consistent implementation of the principles of socialist 
ethics and equity, great achievements have been obtained in the years of so- 
cialism and in particular in the stage of building the multilaterally devel- 
oped socialist society in developing Romania's economic force and raising 
our society to new heights of progress and civilization. The dimensions 

of these great changes are reflected by the fact that the country's indus- 
try currently is achieving a production which is around 42 times greater than 
in the past, becoming the leading branch of the economy, with the main share 
in creating the national income. It also is significant that agricultural 
production--the basic branch of our national economy--has risen nearly three and 
one-half times, assuring both supply for the population under good condi- 
tions as well as satisfaction for the continually growing demands of the 
national economy. The policy of distributing the national income has meant 
that during the last five-year plan our country's economy has developed at 
an average annual rate of around 12 percent, one of the highest rates record- 
ed at the world level in the postwar period. In the last 8 years alone, 3,800 
big production capacities were put into operation, of which more than 3,200 
have been in industry. 13 


The innovative course dynamically imprinted on the economic and social life 
of our country by the 9th party congress also is powerfully felt in the area 
of harmonious territorial development through the working out and application 
of a unified, long-range strategy for assuring the multilateral progress of 
all zones and locations and for implementing the principles of equity and 
social justice in this way. 
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Implementation of the party's policy for harmonious development of all 

the territory, particularly in this five-year plan, has brought basic chan- 
ges in Romania's economic geography, assuring conditions so that in 1980 
all counties should have available industrial capacities for a production 
of at least 10 billion lei. 


It also is significant that in 1980 the number of counties which are achiev- 
ing a higher industrial production than that achieved by Romania in 1938 

has risen from 3 in 1970 (Prahova, Brasov and Bucharest Municipality) to 

19 in 1980. 


On the basis of development of industry and agriculture and the other econ- 
omic branches harmoniously throughout the country, a rise was assured for 
the workers’ standard of living in all counties, another important element 
in implementing the requirements of social ethics and equity. In this con- 
text, in the current stage of Romania's development there has been an unin- 
terrupted rise in income per working person and in the total and per capita 
volume of sales of goods and services provided, living conditions have im- 
proved by building a higher number of residences built by the state and by 
the population, the material base for education, culture, health protection, 
for rest and treatment, physical education and sports has developed in all 
zones. 


The vast investment program achieved during the last three five-year plans 
has led to continued rise in the number of places of work, particularly in 
the counties which have lagged behind economically and this has had direct 
positive effects in the social emancipation of all the people and the rise 
in their material and spiritual standard of living and general degree of 
civilization. 


Firm Application of the Principles of Socialist Ethics and Equity in the 
Area of Allocation 


The party's general policy, that of building the multtlaterally developed 
socialist society, has as the supreme goal continually raising the material 
and spiritual well-being of all the people and raising the degree of civili- 
zation of all society life. In this context an important place in the activi- 
ty of our party and state is held by assuring a harmonious correlation be- 
tween the economic growth of the national income and the absolute and rela- 
tive rise in the workers' incomes and continual improvement in the spirit 

of the principles of socialist ethics and equity of the relations of alloca- 
tion and forms of allocation. 


Foremost in this direction should be the party's concern with consistent 
application of the requirements of allocation according to work as the sin- 
gle means for evaluating the activity put forth for all the citizens of our 
socialist country. Approaching this basic problem, Comrade Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu stressed: "The party °«< the government at the same time seek that in 
achieving allocation we take into account the quantity and quality of work 
done, the importance and social responsibility of the various activities,the 
more difficult working conditions so that pay has an important stimulative 
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role and does not push toward petit bourgeois equalitarianism which could 
have harmful consequences for the development of our socialist society, "15 


On this basis, the new pay system instituted by the Law on Pay According to 
the Quantity and Quality of Work and the Law on the Formation, Planning, 
Destination and Payment of Profits adopted by the Grand National Assembly 
at its October 1974 and December 1978 sessions assures achievement of the 
principles of equal pay for equal work, regardless of sex, age, religion, 
nationality of the members of socialist society.16 


Another main characteristic of the pay system in our country according to 
the quantity and quality of work which is firmly included in respect for 
the principles of socialist ethics and equity in the area of pay is also 
the one where in our society nobody can get incomes by exploiting the work 
of others and the single source of income is the work which is useful and 
necessary to socialist society.17 


By establishing social and political equality for all citizens, our party 
actively militates to create the most equitable possible relationship be- 
tween the people's incomes by assuring a better correlation between large 
and small incomes. As a result, in 1960-1965 net minimum pay rose 3.8 
times, while maximum pay rose 1.6 times. In the period following 1965, 
this process accellerated,which meant that in 1975 net minimum pay would 

be 6.9 greater than in 1950, while net maximum pay would be approximately 
1.7 times greater, leading to establishing a ratio between minimum and max- 
imum pay in the 1976-1980 five-year plan of 1:5.5-6 times, compared with 
1:23 in 1950 and 1:12 in 1965.15 


In connection with the party's policy of having a priority rise in small 
incomes, it should be noted that this contributes to aiding the young people 
because they generally are the ones which in their first years of activity 
occupy the first steps in the pay system. 19 


Another basic coordinate for achieving socialist ethics and equity in the 
area of pay is also the party's constant concer demonstrated after the 
9th party congress with bringing the incomes of workers in the cities clo- 
ser to those in the villages. 


The equitable nature of our country's allocation is demonstrated by the 
trend of the growth rate of cooperative members’ real incomes getting ahead 
of that of incomes from pay for work of personnel in enterprises and in- 
stitutions. Thus, in the last five-year plan the peasants’ real incomes 
coming from work in the agricultural production cooperative and personal 
plots per active person rose at a much more rapid rate than real pay. 


In the 1976-1980 . average growth in real incomes of peasants per active 
person of around 30 percent is forecast.20 


The consistent promting of an allocation in the spirit of the standards 
of socialist ethics and equity in the current stage is also heing implemented 
by the concomitent rise in direct incomes and social expenses , which 
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occupies an increasingly larger share in satisfying the population's gen- 
eral demands. In this way, society assures satisfaction under increas- 
ingly better conditions for all citizens of needs of education, health 
protection, rest, culture, with our socialist party and state to an in- 
creasingly greater extent assuming the great task of raising and caring 
for the young generation and assuring living conditions worthy of the el- 
derly. At the same time, this contributes to the unified covering of gen- 
eral needs aot according to incomes but according to each individual's 
requirements and specific needs which differ according to the person's de- 
velopment and flourishing of the human personality. On the other hand, the 
concern shown by the party to increase the consumer capital in total incomes 
is important, as is stressed in the party program, since “we thus will have 
even in this phase an extension of the socialist principle according to 
work with the principle of communist allocation of fully satisfying the 
people's rational living needs." 


Proceeding from the concition where workers are both the owners as well as 
the producers and when the means of production and products of economic de- 
velopment belong to them entirely, the RCP felt it necessary following the 
92th party congress with a view to firm application of the principles of 
socialist ethics and equity in the area of allocations to assure a proper, 
balanced ratio between material and moral incentives .?2 


In this context, a unified system of moral incentives acts in our social- 
ist society, which acts in particular by conferring orders and medals, by 
popularizing leaders in production, inventors and rationalizers by various 
means. It is significant that most of the forms for repaying those who 

are distinguished in the labor process, contributing through their activity 
to the country's prosperity, to the people's freedom and material and cul- 
tural well-being were extended after 1965. Thus, in the area of conferring 
orders and medals, along with the title of "Hero of Socialist Labor " (estab- 
lished in 1951),23 the Order and Medal of Labor (1948) ,24 the Order of the 
"Star of the Socialist Republic " (1948 and 1966)25 the following were in- 
stituted: the title of "Hero of the Socialist Republic of Romania" and the 
Order of "Victory of Socialism" (1971),26 the Order and Medal "Tudor Viadimir- 
escu" (1966),27 the Order and Medal "Scientific Merit" (1966),28 the Order 
and Medal "Cultural Merit" (1966),29 the Order and Medal "Health Merit" 
(1969) , 30 the Order and Medal "Agricultural Merit" (1974),31 and the Order 
and Medal "Sports Merit" {1966)32. At the same time, the workers’ contribu- 
tion from various productisu branches to building the new society is also 
paid homage to through the "Days of Labor." Among these holidays specific 
to our socialist society, the majority of which were instituted after the 
9th party congress,we mentien Railroad Workers’ Day (February), Teachers’ 
Days (Jume), Machinebuilders' Day and Builders’ Day (July), Miners’ Day (Au- 
gust), Metallurgists' Day (September), Petroleum Workers' Day and Energy 
Workers’ Day (October), Typographers' Day (December). 


The dialectics of firm application of the prinicples of socialist ethics and 
equity in the area of allocations also involves a decisive battle to elimi- 
nate unjustified contrasts in the standard of living. In this framework, an 
important role has been played by the system of measures adopted by the RCP 
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Central Committee plenum and the Grand National Assembly in June 1968, 
which decided te aboliah plural sty by jobe and dues by scientific, teach- 
ing, artietic and sports titles, The main meaning of these measures was 
to put an end to some negative phenomena in having some citizens recetve 
Oxagaerated incomes compared with the contribution they made to the proa= 
perity of society and to assure the consctous practical application of the 
eoctaliet principle of pay.ng each worker according to the quantity, qual- 
ity and social reapors'>t lity of the actual work provided. At the same 
time, the applicat these measures created the opportunity to promote 
young cadres to lea.c, sip, adminietrative=-technical and specialized jobs 
in a greater proportion, stimulating the etriving toward improvement of 
professional training and toward obtaining increasingly better results in 
work and, implicitly, higner pay.?4 Measures aleo were taken against those 
who obtain illegal incomes by imetituting the control over the egyrce of 
some goods of a physical person which were not obtained legally.” 


This law stresses that it aleo applies to high offictale who are guilty of 
obtaining goods illegally, which shows the party's and atgte's concern 
with applying the country's lawe equally to all citizens. Conceived of 
in thie way, our eyetem of payment for work based on the principles of so- 
cialiet ethics and equity contributes to reising the incomes of those who 
work, to the multilateral eatisfaction of the growing requirements of mod- 
ern life and to the move to a higher quality for the members of the social- 
ist soctety. 


The Party Policy of Placing the Principles of Socialist Ethics and Equity 
on the General Plane of Social-Political Life 


Proceeding from the fact that the easence of our party's policy and the 
supreme rationale of socialiem iteelf is concern for man, the RCP takes 
action under the conditions of building the multilaterally developed so- 
clalist society for assertion cf a superior moral, cultivation of the most 
noble features for man, crec*ion of conditions which lead to unfettering 
man's creative energies and to full demonstration of his personality in all 
areas of activity. An important meane by which the party assures practical 
applicetion of these basic demands also written in the Code of Socialist 
Ethics and Equity is its intense activity carried out with a view to the 
continued improvement in socialist democracy, development of the framework 
through which the workers and all our people can participate actively and 
responsibly in working out and implementing domestic and foreign policy, to 
the leadership of all areas of activity and all of society. With this goal, 
a broad syster of collective leadership organs was created in our cowtry 
from bottom to top as well as a number of forms organized for the participa- 
tion of the workers from cities and villages to conceive of and carry out 
programs of activity in all sectors of society. Thus, the establishment of 
the organs of workers self-leadership and the introduction of the new econo- 
mic-financial mechanism place on deeply democratic bases the leadership of 
the activity of the enterprises and economic wits and assures the real par- 
ticipation of workers in the decisionmaking process. 
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Along the same line of intensifying the direct participation of the work= 
ing masses in the discvesion and adoption of the most important decisions 
on the country's social-economic development and Romania's policy of peace 
and international collaboration, true national forums have been inetitu- 
tionaliged, such as the Congress gf People's Councils,}7 the legislative 
chamber of the people's council, ? the Congress of Political Education and 
Socialist guicure, the Congress on Agriculture, 0 the Congress of Workers’ 
Councils.“* tt also is significant that for some of these national forums 
permanent leadership organe aleo were established in the form of the Nat ton- 
al Council of Workers, the National Council of Agriculture, which complete 
and give flexibility to the system for organizing the leadership of our so- 
claliat society in the spirit of democratic centraliem and the orinciples 
of soctaliat democracy, making it possible for the citizens to participate 
throughout political Life in one way or another. 


The measures adopted by the National Party Conference in 1977 with a view 
to raising the number of workers working directly in production in all che 
collective leadership organs also are of particular principled and political 
importance for the continued broadening of socialist democracy. Their ac- 
tual presence in the central and local leadership organs is intended to im- 
print an even more powerful innovative and revolutionary breath on all so- 
clal-economic activity, permit a more harmonious combining of the masses’ 
experience with that of the cadres and etrengthen even more the wmity be- 
tween the working masses and the leadership organs. 


For the purpose of extending the masses’ participation in the country's lea- 
dership and in the continued broadening of socialist democracy, the new 
electoral law adopted by the Grand National Assembly in 1974 provided that 
more than one candidate may be submitted for the elections pet deputies to 
the Grand National Assembly and for the people's councils.“ 


Stimulating the masses’ participation in the leadership of social-economic 
life has been expressed not only in the creation of organizational st ruc- 
tures but also in the methods of action, by developing the forme of direct 
participation in particular. 


Introduced as a regular specific practice for deepening socialist democracy, 
the party leadership's working visite and meetings with various categories 
of workers as well as meetings by branches of activity illustrate graphical- 
ly the affirmation of the permanent dialog with the people as a basic lea- 
dership method. An eloquent example in this direction is the fact that in 
the period since the 9th party congress up to the 12th party congress, the 
secretary general together with other comrades from the party leadership made 
196 working visits to ali the country's counties, in industrial, agricul- 
tural, social-cultural and educational units, research wits and so forth. 
In the same period 29 congresses, conferences and meetings at the national 
level took place plus % sessions and working meetings of the RCP Central 


Committee, meetings with the leadership councils of ministries, industrial 
centrals and so forth. 
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Along the same broadly democratic line is aleo the stability of the prac= 
tice of subjecting the main documents of party congresses and national 
conferences ae well as the more important draft \awe to broad public dis- 
cussion, 


This democratic practice hase found new expression by placing all program 
documents on the agenda of the l2th party congress into public discussion 
not only for communists but aleo the country's other citizens, Communiste 
and all workers in the party organization meetings as well as those of the 
mase and public organizations, have had available a broad and productive 
Organizational framework in order to discuss these documente, to give their 
opinion on the overall basic probleme of our society's development in the 
coming years. 


A new, superior framework for the participation of all the people in the 
society's leadership and flourishing of the socialist country which te in- 
cluded in the requirements of the ethical code is the initiation of mea- 
sures to increase the role of the Front of Socialist Democracy and Unity in 
the country's social-political life, on the basis of proposale made by the 
party secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, at the meeting of ¢t 

RCP Central Committee Political Executive Committee on ) October 1979, 

For this purpose, organizations of the Front of Socialist Democracy and Ini- 
ty were established within it--in villages, cities, neighborhoods as well 
ae enterprises and inetitutione--on the basie of enrolling in them the indi- 
vidual members from the citizens who are not part of the Romanian Communist 
Party. As emphasized at the 2d congress of the Front of Socialist Demo- 
eracy and Unity on 17-18 January 1980, in thie wav each citizen has the ac- 
tual opportunity to take part in the diecussion of all lawe and decisions 
subject to public debate, of people's council decisions,of measures on the 
social-economic development of the locality in which he lives, a fast which 
fully corresponds to the principles of socialist ethics and equity. 


Of course, in the application of the principles of socialist ethics and equity 
in social life there also is particular importance in having our soctalist 
society assure some of the broadest civil rights and freedoms, such as the 
right to work, to rest, to learn, to aseure security for the elderly, 

for the sick or those unable to work, political rights, freedom of conscious- 
ness and so forth. In this acceptance, some of the laws of major importance 
adopted in the last 15 years such as the Code of Labor, the Law on Paying 
for Work According to the Quantity, Quality and Its Social Importance, the 
regulations on state allocations for children, the Law on Population Health 
Care, the Law on Education and Inetruction are among the most expressive 
examples of the humanist and highly democratic spirit which governs our 
society. 


The material guarantees for achieving man's rights and for his full affir- 
mation in all areas of activity are assured by the firm policy promoted by 
the RCP to strengthen socialist legality, to overwhelmingly avoid abuses 
and errors like those committed in the past. One of the basic features 
characteristic of the relations between the population and the state ic 
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that the majority of citizens consider the country's laws as a faithful 
expression of their own desire and interests and they respect them out 

of eonviction and militate for their application. At the same tim, 
acting in light of the principles of socialist ethics and equity, in rec- 
cent years, under the initiative and on the basis of the party's indica- 
tions and those of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 4 greater emphasia has been 
placed on the role of the influence exercised by workera and by public 
opinion in preventing and combatting violations of the law. The role of 
the judicial commiastone in carrying out justice has grown, some crimi- 
nal acta have been disincriminated, the opportunity has been created in 
accordance with the decisions of the June 1977 &CP Central Committee Plenum 
for sanctions for some violations with a Lower degree of social danger to 


be executed without denial of freedom, wider supervision of the work col- 
lectives. 


In this same process of man's multilateral development and practical appli- 
cation of the principles of soctaliat ethics and equity, special attention 
has been given to etrengthening the family, the basic nucleus of society. 

It should be brought out as a characteristic feature of the period follow- 
ing the 9th party congress that the RCP was consistent in initiating and 
applying a comprehensive series of measures, on the basis of a united con- 
cept, aimed at creating the legislative framework and the economic and spir- 
itual conditions with a view to fortifving the family. 


The process of the continual improvement in all legislation concerning the 
family has brought a legal redefinition of family relationshivs according 

to the requirements and defining features of socialist society. What is 
characteristic of the new system of legal regulation is the stress placed 

on legislating the equal rights among spouses, on the equity of relations 
among family members, parents’ responsibility for raising and educating their 
children, children's care for the parents, establishing some standards for 
adoption and guardianship capable of assuring the healthy physical and moral 
deve lopment of the children, 


As a result of the party's political strategy with regard to raising the 
women's role in the country's social and political life and assuring full 
equality for them in all areas of activity, a large number of women have been 
promoted to important positions of leadership in the party and state organs 
and mass and public organizations. Together with this, women make a substan- 
tial contribution to producing material goods as well. At the start of 1989 
women represented nearly 39 percent of total worker personnel in industry, 

58 percent in agriculture, 42 percent in the area of scientific research, 
design and technological engineering, 55 percent in trade, artisan's coov- 
erative and other sectors in the service area, nearly 66 percent in educa- 
tion and 73 percent in the area of health protection and physical culture. “6 





One of the great achievements of our socialist system in fulfilling the i- 
deals of justice and equity is the resolution of the national problem in the 
spirit of Marxism-Leninism and assurance of full equal rights and ovportuni- 
ties for the development of all citizens, regardless of nationality or race,“ 
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This policy is expressed in the high rate of social-economic development 
of all counties, including those where workers who belong to other nation= 
alities also live alongside the Romantana, 


Together with this, the development and improvement of education has been 
assured as well as broadening of the material base of cultural-artiatic 
activity in the nationalities’ languages. It is conclusive in thia regard 
that of the approximately 29,000 school units which existed in Romania in 
1979, teaching was in the languages of the cohabiting nationalities in more 
than 3,300 of them.Aleo operating in these languages are 14 theaters , 61 
publications of all types are printed, 48 The cohabiting nationalities par- 
ticipate actively in political Life and the leadership activity of society, 
in party organs, in the Grand National Assembly, in central state organs, 
in people's councila and at all levels. The Hunearian, German and other 
nationalities’ workers councils, created in 1968, play an important role 

in this regard. 


At the same time, in conformity with its high humanist tdeals and the prin- 
ciples of socialist ethics and equity, the RCP is militating actively to 
strengthen the people's moral-political unity and to cement brotherly friend- 
ship between all workers--Romanians, Hungarians, Germans and other national- 
ities--and it is carrying on an uninterrupted battle against any demon- 
strations of nationalism and chauvinism and it is forcefully combatting 

the nationalist-chauvinist propaganda from outside reactionary circles, 
distortion of our country's realities and attempts to disorient the work- 

ers of other nationalities. 


As the report presented by Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu to the 12th party con- 
gress states, “The supreme interests of those who work and their aspira- 
tions for progress, well-being and happiness can only be fulfilled through 
a — goes to raise the country to new heights of progress and civili- 
zation.” 


One of the basic duties written in the Constitution and the RCP Statutes and 
in the Code of Socialist Ethics and Equity for each citizen and for all our 
people is defense of the socialist country and the revolutionary achievements 
of the workers. 


Proceeding from the changes which occurred in the country's social structure 
as a result of generalization of socialist production relations throughout 
our national economy and from the wholly special position of those who 
work in society and their quality as producers and owners and, from here, 
their decisive role in economic and social-political life and from the 
creation of the monolithic unity around the party and its secretary general, 
the RCP views defense of the country under the conditions of the current 
stage as a collective job for all the people.°9 Our party's option for 

the doctrine of popular defense does not represent a momentary situation but 
is based on a deep understanding of realities and needs, legislation and 
the revolution of socialist construction; at the same time it is a demon- 
stration of the unyielding will of all the people to fight with the great- 
est determiniation against any Paes which encroaches on their freedom 
and revolutionary achievements .5 
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Reflecting the unified concept of our party and state of the country's 
defense, an entire sayatem for training the population for defense was 
put together following the 9th party congress. On this basia the mili- 
tary training of Romanian citizena ta carried out both by fulfilling 
the required military service aa well aa by other forma of training, 
such as patriotic guards, formationa for training the young people, 
local antiaircraft defense formations, in which workers from villages 
and cities participate, 


At the same time, with a view to the coordination and united solutions 

of the main problema in the area of the country's defense and assurance 

of the state's security both during peacetime as well as war, the Coun- 
cll for Defense of the Socialist Republic of Romania was established in 
March 1969; it is responsible for all its activity to the RCP Central Com- 
mittee and the Grand National Assembly. >4 Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, sec- 
retary general of the party and president of the Socialist Republic of Ro- 
mania and also supreme commander of the armed forces, was named president 
of this important party and state organ.) 


The measures undertaken by the party and state to strengthen the country's 
defense capability are approved of and supported by all the country's citi- 
zens. They participate enthusiastically in all the activites for military 
training, being determined to defend their peaceful and constructive work 
and the rights and freedoms of the Romanian people. The unflinching unity 
of the people around the party and government and their political, social 
and moral unity, which combines the energies of the entire nation, is a 
giant force and expresses the firm will of all workers to defend their re- 
volutionary achievements. 


In the current stage of Romania's socialist development--a stage in which, 
as is emphasized in the party documents, affirmation of the new principles 
and standards of communist ethics in social life and relations among peo- 
ple are conditions for the country's communist future--a particularly im- 
portant place is held by the increase in the role and position of communists 
throughout social life. This means that each party member at his job or in 
any curcumstance should be an activist, a fighter to implement the comnu- 
nist principles of life and the party's political line and should make his 
contribution to working it out, understanding it, should know how to explain 
it and should convince others of the correctness of this line and should 
mobilize them to implement it. Through their way of living, working and 
thinking, through all their activity and behavior,communists should be 

in the first ranks of the general struggle of the people to implement the 
party and state decisions. The workers should see in them an example of 
high moral-political conduct and ardent devotion and a spirit of sacrifice 
for the cause of socialism and commun sn. 


Taking into account that the formation and development of moral and political 
qualities are a result of socialist education, in the current stage the party 
has given particular importance to raising political-ideological work to a 
higher level. Carried out in light of the Program of the RCP, the Code of 
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Principles of Soctaliat Ethics and Equity and the documents adopted by 

the l2th perty congress, political-ideological work is seeking to culti- 
vate among the communists and other workers a devotion and revolutionary 
nelfleseness to the socialiat system, firmness tn implementing party poli- 
cy, which represents sctentific socialiam applied creatively to the soctal- 
economic and historical conditions tn Romania and the defense and develon~ 
ment of soclaliat property and the national wealth, development of aware- 
ness and professional reaponsibility and the duty to participate actively 
in work for the progress of the economy and culture, to be firmly placed 

on positions of the general interests of society, rise in the spirit of 
vigilance and revolutionary combativeness toward any demonstrations which 
are hostile to the socialist system, backward customs, tdeological infl- 
ences of bourgeois morals, development of soctalist patriotism and soctal- 
iat intemattionaliaem, of selflessly serving the interests of the Romantan 
people and the cause of peace and socialiam, collaboration with the social- 
ist countries and solidarity with all the peoples fighting for social and 
national freedom. Thus formed and trained, the party members present to all 
the people a model of the progressive man, with a new attitude toward work 
and toward socialist ownership, with a behavior appropriate for soctalist 
standards, Living together in society, with a progressive concept of the 
world and life, with character features and communist habits. 


The Main Directions Established by the 12th Party Congress, By Which the 
Party Will Act in the 1981-1985 Five-Year Plan for Assertion of the Prin- 
ciples of Socialist Ethics and Equity on a High Level 





The basic goal of the future five-year plan is continuing to implement the 
party program on a higher level, growth of the national economy at a steady 
rate, powerful assertion of the scientific-technical revolution in all areas, 
the move to a new quality for all social-economic activity. On this base 
are assured the more powerful consolidation of the socialist method of vro- 
duction, rise in all the people's degree of civilization, creation of the 
new man, the active builder of socialism, animated by high moral orinciples, 
and strengthening of the country's material and spiritual force and of in- 
dependence and sovereignty. Thus Romania will overcome the stage of a so- 
sLalist developing country and will become an average developed socialist 
country, going through a stage of the greatest importance in implementing 
the party program on the road toward the communist society. 


Firm continuation of the policy of rationally placing production forces on 
the territory will speed up the process of the disappearance of basic dif- 
ferences between village and city, between agricultural and industrial ac- 
tivity and will bring growing homogenization to our society, the creation 
of a lasting foundation for full assertion of equality among all the coun- 
try's citizens without regard for nationality and for continually raising 
the material and spiritual well-being and degree of civilization of all 


our people. 


Proceeding from the dialectical unity between work and collective leadership 
and personal responsibility, there will be a continued improvement in the 
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democratic organizational framework for participation of the working 
masses and all the people in the conscious creation of their communist 
deatiny, actually showing that only in socialism, only under conditions 
where all political power ta in the hands of the working cmasses can a 
true democracy be achteved. 


Greater taske in firm application of the principles of socialist ethics 

and equity in soctety life belong to theparty organs and organizations, 
which must take decisive action in order to improve their style and meth- 
ode of work, demonstrating everywhere that the dynamic, vanguard force 

of the working masses, militating tirelessly against everything that is 

old and outdated and for firm promotion of what is new in all areas and 

for broad assertion and generation of experience and progressive thought 
and practice. In turn, the propaganda of party education, art, literature, 
th presse and radio-television are called on to increase their combativeness 
against backward mentalities and concepts which still are shown in our so- 
clety, tendencies of social parasitism and mxing monev, any foreign ideo- 
Logical and moral influences and the persistence of some backward mystical 
concepts in the thinking of some people which hinders their affirmation in 
society life. In this way, the steadfast application of the standards and 
principles of socialist ethics and equity contributes to the formation of 
the new man with a broad horizon of knowledge of laws on the development of 
the world and achievements of modem culture and science, an active militant 
for the revolutionary transformation of the world and for the noble ideals 
of socialism and communism. 
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